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SIR JOHN ELI 0 T, Baronet. 


S F R, 


55 j Should but affront a heart which finds 
its firſt pleaſure in obliging, by aſking a 
formal permiſſion to publiſh its merits, 
which alone could induce me to ſurprize 
you with this addreſs. Time and diſtance 
may have eraſed the author from your 
memory, but neither can obliterate from 
hers the gratitude due to a gentleman, 
who uniting ſympathy with ſcience, and 
generoſity with both, becomes to the ſuf- 
fering a ſubordinate providence. Indebted 
to your friendly endeavours till my heart 
is as cold as thoſe even your ſkill could 
not ſave, I ſhall always remain, 

S | 
Your highly obliged, 
| Barn, Humble Servant, - 
SOPHIA LEE. 
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ADVERTISEMENT.” 


NOT being permitted to publiſh the means 
which enriched me with the obfelete manuſcript 
from whence the following tale is extracted, its 
| ſimplicity alone can authenticate it. I make 
no apology for altering the language to that of 
the preſent age, ſince the author's would be 
frequently unintelligible.—A wonderful coinct- 


dence of events ſtamps the narration at leaſt with 


- 


probability, and tae reign of Elizabeth was that 


of romance. If this lady was not the child of 
fancy, her fate can had be paralleled; and 
the line of which ſhe came has been marked by 
an eminent hiſtorian, as one diſtinguiſhed alike 
by ſplendor and miſcry. me 


The characters interwoven in this ſtory agree, 
in the outline, w.th hiſtory; and if love, or 
friendſhip, veil a fault, or irradiate à virtue, it 
is but reaſonable to allow of a weakneſs all feel 
in ſome particular inſtance. Hiſtory, like paint- 
ing, only perpetuates the ſtriking features of the 
mind; whereas the beſt and worſt actions of 
princes often proceed from partialities and pre- 
judices, which live in their hearts, and are 
buried with chem. 


The 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The depredations of time have left chaſms in 
the ſtory, which ſometimes only heightens the 
pathetic. An inviolable reſpect for truth would 
not permit me to attempt connecting theſe, even 


Where ey appeared faulty, 


To the hearts of both ſexes nature has en- 
riched with ſenſibility, and experience with re- 


finement, this tale is humbly offered; in the 


perſuaſion 'ſuch will * it N their pa- 
8 8 
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ApELaipe MARIE DE MONTMORENCY. 


Aerts a long and painful journey through 
life, with a heart exhauſted by afflictions, and 
eyes which can no longer ſupply tears to lament 
them, I turn my every thought toward that 
grave on the verge of which I hover. Oh! 
why then, too generous friend, require me to 
live over my misfortunes? Such has been the 
culiarity of my fate, that though tortured 
with the poſſeſſion and the loſs of every tye and 
hope that exalts or endears humanity, let but. 
this feeble frame be covered with the duſt from 
which it ſprung, and no trace of my ever having 
exiſted would remain, except in the wounded 
conſciences of thoſe who marked me out a ſoli- 
tary victim to the crimes. of my dae 
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For ſurely I could never merit by my own mi- 
ſery of living as I have done—of dying as 1 
mult do. | | 
Alas! your partial affection demands a memo- 

rial which calls back to being all the ſad images 
buried in my boſom, and opens anew every vein 
of my heart. Yet conſummate miſery has a 
moral uſe, and if ever theſe ſheets reach the 
publick, let the repiner at little evils learn to be 
juſter to his God and himſelf, by unavoidable 
compariſon. But am I not aſſuming an inſolent 
conſequence. in thus admoniſhing? Alas, it is 
the dear- bought privilege of the unfortunate to 
be tedious! . 8 N 

My life commenced with an incident ſo ex- 
traordinary as the following facts alone could 
incline any one to credit. As ſoon as capable 
of reflection, I found myſelf and a ſiſter of my 
own age, in an apartment with a lady, and a 
maid older than herſelf. —Every day furniſhed 
us with whatever was neceſſary for ſubſiſtence 
or improvement, fupplied as it ſeemed by ſome 
inviſible hand; for 1 rarely miſled either of the 
few who commonly ſurrounded me, This Re- 
ceſs could not be called a cave, becauſe it was 
compoſed of various rooms; and the ſtones were 
obviouſly united by labor; yet every room was 
"diſtin, and divided from the reſt by a vaulted 
paſlage with many ſtairs, while our light pro- 
ceeded from ſmall caſements of painted glaſs, 
fo inhnitely above our reach that we could never 
ſeek a world beyond; and fo dim, that the 
beams of the ſun were almoſt a new object to us 
When we quitted this retirement. Theſe re- 
marks occurred as our minds unfolded; for at 
firſt we were content, through habit and igno- 

_ rance, 
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a 


rance, nor once beſtowed” a thougbt on fur 


rounding objects. The lady I have mentioned 
called us her children, and careſſed us both 
with parental fondneſs. — Bleſt with every gentle 
charm, it is not wonderful ſhe fully poſſeſſed 
the affections of thoſe who had no one elſe to 


idolize. Every moment we met in à larger 
room than the reſt, where a very venerable man 


performed maſs, and concluded with a diſcourſe 


calculated to endear retirement. From him we 


learnt there was a terrible large place called the 


world, where a few haughty individuals com- 


mäanded miſerable millions, whom a few artful 


ones made ſo; that Providence had graciouſly” 
reſcued us from both, nor could we ever be ſuf- 
ficiently grateful. Young hearts teem with un- 


formed ideas, and are but too ſuſceptible” of 
elevated and enthufiaſtie impreſſions. Lime 


gave this man inſenſibly an influence over us, as 


a ſuperior being, to which his appearance greatly 
contributed. magine a ta}l and robuſt figure 


habired in black, and marked by a coe 


auſterity of mähners. — His features bore the 


traces of many ſorrows, and a kind of earl 


old age, which tatereſted every obſerver. The 


fire and' nobility of his eye, the gracefulneſs of 


his decay, and the heart- N e of 


his voice, 


ry 
5 


N. 544 oh 16 e SY grew, 
1 The bloſſoms of the graue, 


8566 an authority almoſt ttreſibge to Packer 2 


f Anthony, as we called him from hearing our 

mamma, to whom we underſtood he was 5 bro- 
"ther. te uſually partook our dinner, and from 
that time *till the next morning vaniſhed, for 


„ we 


_ 
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we knew. not how or where he went. The in- 
terval we paſled in little uſeful works, or in con- 


verſation with our mamma, whoſe only employ- 
ment was that of forming our minds, for the 


world we were taught to dread.—-She was our 


world, and all the tender affections, of which I 
have ſince proved my heart ſo full, centered in 


her, and my ſiſter, Time and ſorrow had given 


a war delicacy- to features Bar regular, 


while the ſoft ſymmetry of her perſon united 


every common idea of beauty and elegance to a 


feminine helpleſſneſs, which is, when unaffect- 
ed, the moſt intereſting of all charms. Her 
temper was equal, and her underſtanding en- 


riched by a moſt extenſive knowledge, to which 
ſhe was every day adding by perpetual ſtudy. 
- Inclined ſtrongly by nature to ſerious reflection, 


and all her favourite employments, I uſed to 
paſs thoſe hours at her fide Ellinor devoted to 


her play-things, or to Alice, whoſe memory 
was overcharged with thoſe marvellous tales 
children always delight in. As our ideas every 


day expanded, we thought more and more con- 


cerning our origin, and our impriſonment. We 


knew Father Anthony conſtantly diſappeared, 
but how or where was a ſecret beyond our com- 
prehenſion; for in all our reſearches we never 
found a door except thoſe common to the family, 
and which ſhut us from the world. Ellinor, 
whoſe lively imagination readily imbibed the 
romantic and extravagant, conjectured: we were 


in the power of ſome giant; nay, ſuch was her 
_ diſguſt to Father Anthony, that ſhe ſometimes 
apprehended he was a magician, and would one 
day or other devour us. I had a very different 


idea; and fancied our retreat a hollowed circle 


to ; 
\ 
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to ſeclude us from the wicked, while Father An- 
thony was our guardian genius. Frequently we 
by agreement interrogated Alice, who though 
fond to the common degree of an old nurſe of 
both, but more eſpecially Ellen, reſiſted thoſe 
little arts nature herſelf inſpires. Our mamma 
we now and then ventured to ſound, but her 
gravity always diſconcerted us, and we retreat- 
ed from a vain attempt. | 5 

She once abſented herſelf fourteen days, and 
left us to our own conjectures, in a ſpot truly 
chearleſs. Part of the time we ſpent in ſearch- 
ing once more for a door, and the reſt in childiſn 
lamentations for her loſs; which Alice ſtill aſ- 
ſured us would be but a temporary one. Inflex- 
ible in the diſcharge of her duty, ſhe ſtill per- 
ſiſted in locking our apartment every day after 
dinner, at which time all who had occaſion, 
doubtleſs, paſſed in and out of the Receſs. 

Being deprived of my cuſtomary reſource, 
books, to amuſe a part of our melancholy lei- 
ſure, we mutually. agreed: to invent tales from 
the many whole-length pictures, which orna- 
mented the beſt room, and to take them as they 
came alternately. Ellinor readily invented a 
ludicrous ſtory upon the portrait of an old man, 
which made us both laugh heartily. I turned 
my eyes to. conſider what I ſhould: ſay about the 
next; they reſted on the figure of a man of 
noble mien, his dreſs I then knew no name for, 
but have ſince found te be armour ;, a page held 


his helmet, and his hair, of a pale brown, fell 


over his ſhoulders. He was ſurrounded with 
many emblems of martial merit, and his eyes, 
which ſeemed bent on me, were full of a tender 
ſweetneſs. A ſentiment of veneration, mingled 

7 with 
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with a ſurpriſing ſoftneſs, pierced my ſoul at 
once; my tongue faltered with a nameleſs idea, 
and I reſted my head againſt the ſhoulder of my 
ſiſter. That dear girl] turned to me with quick- 
neſs, and the beam of her eye was like that 
of the picture. 1 ſurveyed her over and over, 
and found in every feature the ſtrongeſt reſem- 
- blance 3 when ſhe frowned, ſhe had all his dig- 
nity; when ſhe ſmiled, all his ſweetneſs. An 
awe, I oould not conquer, made me unable to 
form any tale on that ſubject, and I directed my 
attention toward the next. It repreſented a 
lady in the flower of youth, dreſſed in mourning, 
xt! ſeeming in every feature to be marked by 
-forrow ;- a black veil half fhaded a coronet ſhe 
-wept over. If the Jaſt picture awakened vene- 
ration, this feemed to call forth a thouſand melt- 
ing ſenſations; the tears ruſhed involuntary into 
our eyes, and, claſping, we wept upon the 
boſoms of each other. Ah! who can theſe 
-be? cried we both together. Why do our hearts 
thus throb before inanimate canvas? ſurely 
-every thing we behold is but part of one great 
"myſtery ; when, will the day come, deſtined to 
clear it up?” We walked arm in arm round, 
and moralized on every portrait, but none inte- 
reſted us like theſe; we were never weary of 
ſurveying or talking about them; a young heart 
is frequently pc ho by a favorite idea, amid 
all the glare of the great world; nor is it then 
wonderful ours were thus poſſeſſed when en- 


tombed alive in ſuch a narrow boundary. I 


knew not why, but we lived in the preſence of 
theſe pictures as if they underſtood us, and bluſh- 
ed when we were guilty of the ſlighteſt folly. 

: The 
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The moment our mamma returned, we flew 
into her arms, and interrupted her tender ca- 
raſſes with importunate enquiries concerning / 
_ theſe favorite pictures. She regarded us with þ 
aſtoniſhment—her eyes filled with tears, and ſhe j 
bade us leave her to recover herſelf alone, g 
| Shortly after ſhe ſummoned Alice, and held with I 
her a converſation which reſtored her tranquil- 
lity; but ſhe —_— avoided our enquiries, Þ 
endeavouring to diverſify our hours by muſic, _ 
drawing, poetry, geography, and every orna- 
mental branch of education. Whenever we 
. verged toward an hint about the retreat“ wait, 
my dear girls, ſhe would fay, the appointed hour ; 
alas, one may follow it, when you will wiſh 1 
yourſelves ſtill uninformed.” —Impreſffed with y 
an undefinable melancholy, our years paſſed on 
*till womanhood approached, 922 
Pardon me if I linger over theſe ſcenes; I 
have but few ſuch to relate, and they are all of 
1 my life upon which my heart dares to pauſe. 
How are we born to invent our own miſeries 
We ſtart forward from the goal of youth, fear- 
s leſs and impatient, nor know the heights and 
| depths through which we muſt labour; oppreſ- 
ſed in turn by every element, and often over- 
wuhelmed with that moſt inſupportable of all 
burthens, our own diſſatisfied ſouls. How have 
IJ wept the moment I quitted the Receſs—a- 
moment I then lived but in hope of! To be al- 
ways erring, is the weak neſs of humanity, and 
to be always repenting, its puniſhment.—Alas 
could we learn wiſdom without experience, man- 
kind would perhaps be too happy. ö 1 
- Father Anthony in time ingratiated himſelf 
with us, by his continual remonſtrances againſt 
15 | our 
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our being ſhut up in a place which bounded our 
ideas ſo much that he deſpaired of making us 
comprehend half of what he taught us. We 
ſeconded his advice with endleſs entreaties. 
Our mamma, who was- perſuaſion itſelf in her 
oven perſon, was not proof againſt it in that of 
another. Alas, my children, would ſhe often 
_ ſay, by what fatality do you fo paſſionately de- 
fire to leave a home you will hereafter remember 
with. a pleaſure full of regret? In vain you 
would return to it—you will loſe a taſte for the 
tranquil enjoyments this ſolitude offers, with- 
out perhaps finding any to ſupply them. Yet 

far be. the ſelhſh weakneſs from my heart of 
puniſhing you, even for your welfare. You 
ſhall ſee this admired world. May it ever pleaſe 
you as it will at firſt fght 1” 

We embraced her with youthful tranſport, 
and then each other—** We ſhall go at laſt, 
_ exclaimed both togathers we ſhall ſee many 
more like ourſelves !” [ 
What ſay you, children? cried ſhe; ah! 
you will ſee few indeed like yourſelves.” | 

The next day was appointed for our enfran- 
chiſement. We packed and unpacked our little 
Juggage fifty times over for mere employment 

*til] the appointed hour came; when we were 
ſummoned to the chamber of our only friend, 
who was walking about apparently agitated with 
a ſecret. FD 

„ Are you grieved, mimma, cried I, that 
fi we are going to be happy 7 
Ah, no Matilda! I am grieved, becauſe I 

think you are juſt ceaſing to .be- ſo. In this 
peaceful ſolitude I could ſupply to you every loſt 
relation — the adopted children of my heart, I 


ſtood 


THE RECESS, . 3 


ſtood between you and a fate at once diſtinguiſh- 
ed, obſcure and affecting. Alas, why do you 


wreſt yourſelves and your ſecret from me? Wh) 


do you oblige me to tell you, you muſt never 
more call me any thing but Mrs. Marlow?“ 
“Never more call you mamma! ſighed I, 


incocherently, who then are our parents? 


“ You have no father, he who gave you a 
being ſleeps in the boſom of God. 

«« ur mother BY Re 

Lives but not for you—enquire no far- 
ther ; let this ſpecimen of knowledge teach you 
to fear it. When the time requires it, I ſhall 
diſcloſe your whole ſtory ;—weep no more, m 
lovely, my affecting girls; I have loſt but a 
name: for my nature is unalterable. All who 
will ſee us know I never was married, which 
abſolutely compelled me to this diſcovery. But 
I dare believe they will rely on my rectitude, 
and welcome you by whatever name I ſhall give 
you. Reaſons you will hereafter know, induce 
me always to conceal a retreat, where alone I 
could have hid you, and both muſt, ere we 
leave it, ſolemnly promiſe never to diſcloſe the 
fert? | 1 


* 


_ Chilled with this ſolemn preparation, our de- 
ſire of liberty vaniſhed; we felt like links ſtruck 
from the chain of creation; and ſtill with reſt- 
leſs imaginations explored the remainder of a 
myſtery which we wept by anticipation. * She 
lives, but not for you!“ were words whoſe 


ſound vibrated to my heart, while pleaſure” 


danced around me, and the doubt attending the 
future, often robbed the preſent of enjoyment. 
After we had made at her knees the ſtrict pro- 


miſe required, ſhe muffled our faces, and taking 


my 


445 arr e  E2 


une e er Ne . —— e 
— 


. — HELL LISTS TIS 


. * . . — 
oy > af 7 7 2 1 
„ 


— I 


5 


„ 


* — <2 
A — 


imagination far behind. 


rouzed us entirely. Methinks, while I expati- 
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my hand, as Alice did my ſiſtet's, led us through 


many cold paſſages for ſome minutes; when 
_unbinding our eyes, we found ourſelves in a 


noble cloiſter. We flew into the garden it bor- 
dered, and how ſtrotig was the impreſſion of the 


: ſcene before us! from the manſion, which ſtood 


on a hill, ſpread a rich and fertile valley, min- 
gled with thickets, half ſeen or cluſtered ham- 
lets, while through the living landſcape flowed 
a clear river, „„ 


and to the main 


The liquid ſerpent drew his filver train. 


The ſun was ſinking, involved in ſwelling 
waves of gold and purple, upon whom we al- 
moſt gazed ourſelves blind: for though we had 
often read and heard of his effulgence, the 
author of univerſal being can alone diſplay it. 
Imagination, Madam, may ſometimes ſurpaſs 


the wonders of art, but thoſe of nature leave all 


Mrs. Marlow led us through the Abbey, 


which might rather be called a palace: it was 


erected upon the ruins of a Monaſtery deſtroyed 


at the Reformation, and ſtill was called by the 
name of St. Vincent. It had all the Gothic 


magnificence and elegance, and we learnt with 


pleaſure that Mrs. Marlow, the ſiſter of its 


owner, Lord Scroope, was conſidered by every 
ſetvant as its miſtreſs. A noble apartment with- 


in hers was allotted for us, and the charms of 


the new world mingled with our melancholy re- 


veries, alike deſtroying our reſt, The riſing of 


the ſun, whoſe firſt beams gilt our windows, 


ate 
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ate on theſe trifles, time ſeems ſuſpended, and 
the ſcene ſtill exiſting before me. The rich 
dew-drops, thoſe jewels with which nature 
decks her boſom, plittering ro the rays that 
wandered over the graſs : the various animals that 
ſeemed to derive a daily exiſtence from the return 
of that glorious orb : the morning hymn of the 
_ winged creation, all united to awaken” our gra- 
titude, and humble us before the author of our 
being. Accept, oh God, would we cry ſpon- 
taneouſly, the adoration of two hearts, who know 
no claim in this mighty univerſe but thee! 
oh deign to bleſs the defire of doing right with 
the power ! and if only forrow touch our hearts, 
ſanctify it with reſignation : ſo when time de- 
livers us up to eternity, hope may be our con- 
duQor !” 5 - | | 
We were delighted with a playful group of 
fawns and deer, with whom we longed to frolic, 
and ſtole through Mrs. Marlow's chamber into 
the park, by a paſſage ſhe had pointed out to us 
the day before. What was our ſurprize when 
we ſaw thoſe with whom we had in idea mingled, 
were large fterce creatures, and that had they not 
run from us, we mult from them; that every 
bird feared its natural protector, and that man 
lived in continual warfare with every thing in 
creation, even to his own ſpecies !_ 
I am tedious, and muſt have done with thefe 
puerilities, which yet on reflection yield the pu- 
reſt pleafures of our lives. Mrs. Matiow pro- 
cured for us the beſt inſtructors in every art and 
ſcience that remote reſidence afforded, and, by 
her own example, gave that elegant finiſh to 
our manners, precept never can. Extremely 
detached, by our ſituation, from ſociety, we 


- eafily 


E, 
* 
= 
4 | 
ai 
"_ 
1 
f i” 
48 
_ 
$ f 
20 
> 7 
* 
UM 
In 


” i + e Ly 52 * — 7 'Y V7 
PPP 


0 
E 
2 
- 
: 
K®K 
1 
* 


£ 
* 
© © 
L 
1 
54 
14 
= 2 
''F 
4 
4; 
2 
1 
57 
6 


1 SL >, ene HS 
S Bae 


Roach e / e M95. 
* — — — — He 


= 
5 1 a 
—Ä— — . 


apy on hte ogy nt ener eo dey Orman rr £4 ro eee 


th, en td mg ns be — 


hey 


4a  THERECESS$,' &e. 


eaſily diſcerned Mrs. Marlow was willing we 
ſhould be ſo, for ſhe frequently expreſſed anxiety 


at the thoughts of Lord Scroope's return ; who, 


I underſtood, was ſent ambaſſador to the Hague 


from Queen Elizabeth. Our maſters, our ſer- 


vants, and the various ruſtics who tenanted the 


eſtate, met in the chapel of St. Vincent's Abbey 
once a week, and thoſe were all our intercourſe 
with ſociety. On the evening of every Sunday 


we regularly went to the cell of Father Antho- 


Ny, which was a cot raiſed by Lord Scroope (to 
'whom he ſtood in the ſame relation as Mrs. 


Marlow) on the verge of a large wood which 


ſheltered the manſion behind. Here, while we 


were indulged with all thoſe ſimple repaſts no- 
velty gives charms to, our minds were enlarged 


by converſations on every thing ſublime or in- 
ſtructive. If benevolence drew Mrs. Marlow 
abroad, ſhe made us always her companions, 
and gave her alms but through our hands ; or- 


dering us ever to add ſome mite of our own, 
in proportion to our means. Avarice 1s rarely 
the vice of -youth ; at leaſt, if I may judge 
by my own heart; for the chief joy of re- 
ceiving, to me, was that of giving. Nor could 
Charity have deſcended to earth in a more 
lovely form than that of Mrs. Marlow. At a 


tale of diſtreſs her eye aſſumed a melting benig- 


nity rarely ſeen, and never deſcribed; while her 
approach gave that pleaſure to every ſufferer, 
one ſhould feel at the viſible preſence of a guar- 
dian angel. | 
Three years elapſed in this manner, ere Lord 
Scroope returned; and when he did, he was fo 
deeply engaged in politics, that the various pre- 
ſents he continually ſent from London, was to 
us the only difference. 1 
g i os 
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Still the ſad ſound, —** your mother lives 
but not for you!“ rung through our hearts oc- 
caſionally: ſtill we equally deſired: to diſcover 


the Receſs; and wandered through St. Vincent's 


Abbey with the ſame curioſity we once before 


did through that. The more we reflected, the 


more we were convinced it muſt be near us; 
but the reſpect we had for Mrs. Marlow's ſo- 
lemn injunctions, ſealed our lips to every ſer- 
vant, and we never were allowed to ramble un- 
attended. - # RD 5 

Mrs. Marlow, endued with the pureſt prinei- 
ples, juſtly conceived happineſs the nobleſt uſe 
of underſtanding; and bent her whole attention 
towards convincing us, the fate appointed us 
was the moſt defirable in the world. Here, 
would ſhe ſay, in a happy retirement, free alike 


from the drudgeries of high or low life, peace 


and innocence becalms your hearts, and blooms 


on your cheeks. Unenvying and unenvied as. 


now, may that moment find you none can 
avoid! Ah, how unlike the vices and miſeries of 
a court | There you can have no vice ſo injuri- 
ous to yourſelves as ſincerity ; no merit, like 
hypocriſy. Love and friendſhip are unknown, 
and. their names made uſe of but to entrap the 
unwary. Women that have beauty are deſtroy- 
ed by it, and all who have not, are neglected, 
The gifts of man take place of the gifts of God, 
and money alone conſtitutes merit.—Ah, never 
never ! my dear girls, can you enough bleſs that 
indulgent Providence, which withdraws you 
from it!“ | 


Shall I confeſs my vanity ? when I looked in 


the glaſs, I did not think I ſhould be neglected, 
even at court. I had no opportunity for form- 


ing 
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ing any juſt compariſon indeed; for the ruſtics 
around us, ſcorched with toil, had only charms 
enough left to ſhew what they might have been 
with care. The clearneſs of my. complexion, 
and the delicacy of my features, left me no 
equal, but my ſiſter: Nay, even our habits, 
though often only of a finer camblet than theirs, 
were made in ſo different a manner, that they 
did not appear to be compoſed of the ſame ma- 

terials. %%% „ e 
However diſpoſed to profit by the advice of our 
more than parent, Heaven did not permit us to 
be happy. The clouds broke at once over our 
heads; Mrs. Marlow, our only tye on earth, 
and therefore doubly prized, was feized with a 
fever; the more dangerous, becaufe it was not 
violent enough at firſt to ſhew itſelf. To paint 
our diſtraction would be avain attempt. Kneel- 
ing on each ſide her bed, for fourteen days and 
nights, we by tears and inward ſupplications 
perſecuted the Almighty. Affectionately at- 
tached to us, ſhe ſtruggled for our ſakes with the 
diſorder, *till having worn her down to a ſkele- 
ton, it began at laſt to abate; but notwith- 
ſtanding every effort of art, could never be era- 
dicated. Scarce had we breathed after this diſ- 
treſs, when an expreſs from London delivered a 
pacquet to Mrs. Marlow, which occaſioned her 
inſtantly to ſummon Father Anthony; they re- 
mained in conſultation for ſome time, when 

they bade Alice order us inſtantly to join them, 
«© My children, faid Mrs. Marlow, faiptly, 
an unforcſcen event obliges us once more to retire 
to the Receſs. * Every thing is at this moment 
preparing for our reception. You are now at 
years to judge of the importance of its conceal- 
L meiit, 
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ment, nor will I longer make it a myſtery.—. 
But why thus afflict yourſelves for a temporary 
reſtraint? If I am willing, for your ſakes, to 
be carried thither, like a corpſe; into a tomb, 
ſurely you will not be ſo ungenerous as to vent 
one ſelfiſh lamentation ?” 

Effectually ſilenced by this noble reptodf, | 
we collected, in confuſion, and grief, our 
clothes and ornaments; when, returning to 
her room, we found there Father Anthony, an 
old domeſtick called James, Alice, and the 
Houſekeeper ; ; who, having diſperſed the other 
ſervants, preceded us to a ſtore- room on the 
ground floor, and opening a preſs, unfaſtened 
a falſe back, which conducted us into a cloſet, 
dark, but for our torches, She then lifted a. 
part of the floor, fitted very, neatly, and diſ- 
covered a narrow pair of. ſtairs, down which 
we went, leaving her behind, and effectually 
ſecured ourſelves, by bolting it firmly on the 
inſide, We paſſed through ſeveral ſubterra- 
neous paſſages built on arches, and preſerved 
from damps by cavities which paſſed through, 
every ſtatue that ornamented the garden, till 
at laſt we reached our priſon. But judge of 
my aſtoniſhment, when I found the 55 often- 
ſought entrance was a door of the ſize of that 
portrait which firſt gave me ſuch ſingular ſen- 
ſations, and which I perceived was made to 
fall together, Tor»: a ſpring almoſt impercep· 
tible. | 

Father Anthony ſilenced. the exclamations : & 
would have 1 and drew me at once to 
Mrs. Marlow; who, pale and lifeleſs with 
the fatigue of this removal, gave additional 
terrors to the moment. Whether the agitation. 

of 
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of her mind increaſed her malady, or it was 
originally beyond cure, I know not; but ſaw, 
with ſpeechleſs affliction, from the moment of 
our return to the Recefs,. ſhe would never leave 
it alive. Encloſed in a ſpot without ſufficient 
air, attendance, or advice, we ſaw her finiſh 
her generous attachment to us, by reſolutely 
reſiſting our entreaties. 

Let us quit this dreary place, I would 
ſay, if but for a cottage. Let us not, in loſing 
you, have the cruel aggravation of contribut- 
ing to ſo great a misfortune. —Oh ! what more 
can we have to fear, than the loſs of all we 
love?“ = 

„Why, why, my children, returned ſhe, 
thus embitter a common fate? Can I, who 
have voluntarily paſſed my youth in a tomb, 
dread to bury my duſt in it? You know my 
opinion is ſingular, nor do I think man could 
avert the ſtroke when God recalls us, howe- 
ver wiſe or willing. If I had been taken ear- 
lier from you, indeed, heavy to all muſt have 
been the calamity ; but after having taught you 
to live, there remains this iy +; Si and my 
duty is complete; you now are enabled to 
judge for yourſelves, confide in God, and he 
will not deſert you. 

& Alas! would I-cry, drowned in tears, from 
your eye alone have we learnt when we did any 
thing aright; we ſhall no longer know good 
from evil when that dear eye is cloſed, . 

6 Matilda, replied ſhe with a ſolemn air, 
remember only when you are called to any im- 
portant action, to conſult your heart in ſoli- 
tude; God has placed in that heart an uner- 
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ring monitor, and if we hear not the ſmall fill 
voice, it is becauſe we drown it in the noiſe” 
of the world; then we ſhall meet again to part 


no more; then at the tribunal of the Moſt” 
High, I ſhall gladly ſa 75 <« theſe treaſures; O 
t 


Lord, didft thou intruſt to my hand unſullied, 
behold even ſo I reſtore them.” 

Riſing up as ſhe pronounced theſe words, he 
held a hand of each of us to her heart, while her 
eyes ſtreamed with a kind of glory when lifted 
toward her Creator. Never did I ſee ſuch an 
animated figure; her ſoul ſeemed that moment 


burſting from its beauteous manſion to Join its 
ſiſter angels. 


«© Matilda and Ellinor, my more than chil- 


dren, you recollect, ſaid ſhe, I ſupprefled your 
curioſity once, by telling you, I would reveal 
your ſecret finally when the hour demanded it. 


That hour is come. Alas! I cannot but weep” 
to remember, that a thouſand intereſting” ideas 


are now going to withdraw your affections from" 
her who agonizes over you.“ 

We kiſſed her hand in ſpeechleſs. ſorrows: 
& *Tis true, continued ſhe, my brother might 
hereafter diſcloſe your ſtory, but there are” 
among its incidents, ſome that need the gentle- 
neſs of a woman to: teach you to bewail, with 
out imitating. In this little hiſtory you will 
find the full motive of my retreat, and the 
means by which it was effected. 

*© You already know I am ſiſter to the pre- 
ſent Lord Scroope, but you know not that 1 
derived my birth from the ill-judged zeal of 
my mother. Bred up a Papiſt, ſhe no ſooner 
entertained a paſſion for Lord Scroope, than 


ſhe formed a deſign. to convert him to the Ga- 
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tholic religion. She was handſome, as I have 
always heard, and he was young; he affected 
to be ſenſible of her efforts, which redoubled 
her zeal. She thought the love of Heaven 
alone actuated her heart, but he took advan- 
tage of thoſe moments, and ſhe found too late 
ſhe had ſacrificed her own ſoul's welfare to his 
indulgence : her relations, who had the more 
encouraged her, as my father was a great match 
in point of fortune, exaſperated. at an error 
they ought rather to have charged themſelves 
with, ſhut her up, and treated her with the ut- 
moſt rigour. YO W 

In this terrible ſituation ſhe was delivered 
of me; her relations took me inſtantly from 
her ſight ; they wrapt me in the moſt diſgrace- 
ful habiliments, and ſent me, with a letter full 
of the bittereſt threats and taunts, to my father. 
Far from feeling that indifference very young 
men uſually behold their offspring with, he 
received me as the firſt gift of Heaven, and, 
committing me to the charge of proper people,. 
made me- of no leſs conſequence than if I had 
been his legitimate daughter, and heireſs of his 
eſtate. | 

In the mean time my mother was kept in 
total ignorance of the fate of her child; miſe- 
Table in her own heart, and eternally taunted 
for the diſgrace ſhe had brought on her family, 
ſhe at length reſolved to make her eſcape to 
Lord Scroope ;—ſhe effected it, and found in 
his houſe. the treaſure of all her hopes, her 
child ; but as ſhe was not of age to be indepen- 
dent, on her being diſcovered by her kindred, 
ſhe was again torn from his arms, and I. was 
for ever bereaved of a mother before I was ſen- 

ſtble I had one. How often did my father re- 
y V 8 pent 
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pent his injuſtice to her! it hung heavy on his 
ſoul in life, and was moſt terrible in death, 
In vain he fought her, for never from that hour 
did Heaven permit the erring pair to meet. A 
few years afterwards he married, and had by 
his wife the preſent Lord; this circumſtance, 
far from leſſening his affection, endeared me 
ſill more to him; he remembered I had no for- 
tune but from his bounty, no claim but on his 
heart. His Lady having no more children, be- 
gan to conſider me as her daughter, and the 
misfortune of my birth was almoſt forgotten. 
In this ſituation I grew up, careſſed by all his 
friends, and admired infinitely more than I 


deſerved ; for, from the time my brother grew 


of an age to appear in the world, Lord Scroope 
had left St. Vincent's Abbey for the Court. 
Many matches offered, of which my father 
often entreated me to chuſe. I however, ſaw 
no man with a preference; and as I was ſen- 
fible my heart was too tender not to become 
partial, I wiſhed to evade all propoſals *till then. 
J had in this interval the misfortune to loſe 
my father, whoſe ſenſes failing him in his laſt 
ſickneis, he had no power to make a neceſſary 
proviſion for me; yet in his delirium he raved' 


of me and my mother continually, I felt this 


loſs the leſs ſenſibly, as I was treated with the 
utmoſt generoſity and tenderneſs by my brother 
and the dowager 3 Scroope; but I found 
my train of admirers diminiſh apace, when one 
appeared, who atoned in my eyes for the lofs 
of a thouſand, He was a young Weſt-Indian, 
poſſeſſed of a conſiderable fortune, an amia- 
ble perſon, and an untainted heart. When 
I fay I loved him, I ſpeak but coldly; you 
will know how well hereafter. Mr. Colville, 
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for that was his name, was of a character too 
much reſembling the young Lord Scroop's, 
not to be favoured by him. He proved by the 
generoſity of his behaviour, the ſincerity of his 
love; neither the misfortune of my birth, or 
want of riches, diminiſhed his ardor ; but, ra- 
ther, on the contrary, augmented. it. His for- 
tune was independant, and I was not deſirous 
of more than a very moderate competence. The 
day of Cour marriage was fixed, and arrived 
equally” wiſhed by both. We were united in 
the preſence of .the Lord and Lady Scroope, 
who had loaded me with noble preſents. Our 
hearts were gay, and a large company aſſem- 
bled on the occaſion, invented a thouſand di- 
verſions. I was fitting after dinner at the head 
of the table, ſinging, when a ſervant entered 
and whiſpered my huſband ; he roſe up, and 
followed him into the next room ; my eyes 
were induſtrious to find him, and as he left the 
door open, I perceived him, from an oppoſite 
pier glaſs, take a packet of letters from a man, 
he held them in his hand 'till I ceaſed ſinging, 
and then began reading : he continued to 7 
ſo ſome minutes, when I ſaw his hand ſhake 
with great violence, which ſoon diminiſhing, 
he fell to the ground. I ſtarted up in the ut- 
moſt agitation ;—he was cold and convulſed. 
I took up the papers, but had not read half as 
far, before I was as inſenſible as himſelf. 

(Mrs. Marlow was ſo affected at this paſſage, 
ſhe had not power to proceed; at laſt recover- 
ing, ſhe held up her hands, while her fine eyes 
were drowned in tears, and repeated) _ 

Let me not, oh God, ſince I ſurvived 
that moment, fink under the remembrance ” 
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it! I muſt cut ſhort deſcription, my children, 
on a circumſtance whieh ſo nearly affects my 
heart. The letters were from his mother; af- 
ter telling him ſhe had ſuffered him to depart 
with the more eaſe for England, as ſhe wiſhed 
to have an opportunity of declaring a fecret to 
him, ſhame had long ſuppreſſed, and which her 
decaying health forbid her longer to conceal, 
ſhe related the incidents of her life; a few of 
which decided our fate, and convinced, me the 
ſame parents gave birth to both. What a ter- 
rible difcovery ! I ſhall paſs over thoſe events 
you already know, and only mention, that on 
being forced by her tyrannical relations from 
Lord Scroope's houſe, they ſent her under 
the care of an uncle, in the Spaniſh ſervice, to 
the Weſt-Indies. During the paſſage, ſhe 
found herſelf again with child; her kinſman, 
exaſperated at this circumſtance, uſed every 
means to prevail on her to marry Mr. Colville 
(a ſettler whoſe plantations joined his, and 
who was a paſſenger on board the ſame veſſel) 
without acquainting him with her ſituation. 
Perſecuted and diſtreſſed on all fides, ſhe at laſt 
took a reſolution on the firſt occaſion, to de- 
clare all to her lover. His aſſiduity furniſhed 
her with one ere long, which ſhe did not ne- 
gle. As ſoon as he had conquered his ſur- 
priſe, he aſſured her ſhe ſhould never repent 
her generous confidence in his honour, which 
HI him the more ſenſibly as his friend 

would meanly have deceived him. He owned 

himſelf ſo attached, that if ſhe could give up 

fruitleſs hopes to partake his fortune, he would 

marry her directly, without claiming any right 

from the ceremony, but that of releaſing her 
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from the tyranny of her kindred, and hereafter 
providing, in the ſame manner for her child as 
he would for any of his own. Overcome with 
the ſeverity of her treatment,” from thoſe who 
were bound to pity her, and ſenſible the ſtran- 
ger who could ſpeak ſo generouſly on the ſub- 
je, might make her as happy as ſhe now durſt 
hope to be, ſhe requeſted time to deliberate on 
the propoſal ; he granted it. Some days elapſed, 
during which, ſhe reſolved to ſecure to her- 
ſelf the privilege of keeping one of her chil- 
' dren, by conſenting. They were united by a 
holy father then on board, who, at Mr. Col- 
ville's defire, gave out he had married them two 
months before in Londen, but concealed it 
from ſome motives reſpecting the lady's friends. 
Her uncle, under whoſe care ſhe was, not ſuſ- 
pecting the eclairciſſment, was aſtoniſhed how 
ſhe' had brought her lover to conſent to this; 
but, ' as his authority was at an end by her 
compliance with. his wiſhes, he affected the 
utmoſt ſatisfaction, and offered them ſome va- 
luable preſents. Mr. Colville, whoſe ingenu- 
ous heart abhorred his meanneſs, refuſed with 
contempt thoſe poor compenſations, for a de- 
ceit which might have proved fo fatal to his 
happineſs; nor left him to ſuppoſe he was ig- 
norant of the favor intended him. He painted 
the infamy of the proceeding in the ſtrongeſt 
colours, and on their arrival at Jamaica, car- 
ried his bride to his own plantation, without 
deigning to take leaye of her relation. Here, 
ſaid the dear lady, I gave birth, my ſon, to 
you, and here I firſt learnt to be happy. The 
generous kindneſs with which Mr. Colville 
treated you, the unwearied attention he ſhewed 
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to me, deſerved, and obtained, my whole 
heart. It ſeemed as if the ſincerity of my con- 
duct had cancelled its errors; I may truly ſay, 
I never ſaw him careſs you, without ardently 
wiſhing you had a claim to the name he be- 
ſtowed on 'you. You grew up without my 
ever hearing of your real father, and as it little 
| became me to wound the heart of my huſband, 
I preſerved an abſolute ſilence on the ſubjeR, 
nor ſeemed to remember ſuch a perſon ever had 
exiſted, I will not ſay L ever thought of him; 
nature taught you to recall him to my mind by 
a thouſand artleſs geſtures.—— l gave you, after 
fome years, two ſiſters and a brother, the loſs 
of whom you doubtleſs remember. A gene- 
rous, though ſilent ſtruggle, continued during 
their lives, between Mr. Colville. and myſelf ; 
I always attempted to convince him you, though 
the elder, had not more than a juſt portion of 
my love; and he, no leſs anxiouſly, ſought 
to ſatisfy me his own children had not made him 
forget what he had promiſed reſpecting you. 
Heaven, however, took them to itfelt, and 


Mr. Colville divided between you and me a 


fortune too dearly gained by his loſs; though 

ou have paid the tribute of filial gratitude over 
his grave, my ſon, remember that is inſuffici- 
ent; you owe him every thing, and can never 
diſcharge the obligation. Vour youth, and the 


pleaſure Mr. Colville took in being called your 


father, made it very improper I ſhould intruſt 
to you a ſecret ſo humiliating to myſelf, and 
diſtreſſing to him; yet, ſenſible of the neceſſi - 
ty, I have, ſince his death, a thouſand times 
reſolved on it, and as conſtantly given up the 
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deſign. At laſt, my dear child, you rendered 
it eaſier to me, by propoſing to viſit England, 
and I ſuffered you to go go with leſs regret, be- 
cauſe J hoped you there would find another pa- 
rent, one whoſe claim in you is the ſame with 
mine, and one, who I am aſſured, will proudly 
acknowledge you. Go then, my dear Anthony, 
to Lord Scroope, ſhew him this letter, tell him, 
for I am not afraid to ſay it, even to yourſelf, 
I ſend him a ſon worthy of a nobler name than 
the weakneſs of your mother has given you. 
Tell him, 1 will not allow him to provide for 
your ſiſter Gertrude, ſince the fortune I poſſeſs 
is already deſtined to her, if living. Do you, 
my dear Anthony, repair my loſs to her, for 
never, in reſpect to my huſband's memory, 
will I fee again the. father of my children; 
this place ſhall be my grave, and here, while 
life remains, I will bleſs my dear children, and 
pray that the fins of their parents may never be 
viſited upon them.“ 0 3] 72 
« Vain wiſh, ſaid Mrs. Marlow ; the ſtroke 
was alrealy given. Judge for me, my dear 
girs, what 1 felt on reading ſuch tender ſen- 
timents, and remembering the characters were 
thoſe of a mother . no bk qr 4 
We were removed to ſeparate apartments; 
Mr. Colville, no longer my huſband, had 
{trength of conſtitution, but not firength of 
mind, 'to ſupport this calamity ; he fell into a 
deep melancholy, and ſhut himſelf from all the 
world: as to me, Heaven, in mercy, took 
away my ſenſes by a violent fever; I remained 
in a dangerous ſituation ſeveral. weeks, during 
which time he formed a reſolution, my reſtora- 
tion gave him opportunity to effect. Each 
: wanting 
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wanting courage to ſee the other, he informed 
me, by letter, he only waited my conſent to 
return to his own countiy, and diſpoſe of his 
effects, the produce of which might endow the 
monaſtery where he ſhould receive the holy ha- 
bit. He conjured me to ſupport a misfortune, 
his letter convinced me, he was unable to en- 
dure, The ſad choice he had made was already 
mine; I wrote to inform him of it; I con- 
jured him never to betray to our mother the 
fatal event of her concealment, but to perſuade 
her we were both happy. What a vain requeſt! 
had not Heaven deprived her of ever feeing 
him, how could he have concealed ſo exquiſite 
a diſtreſs ?!—A wound in the heart will ever 
bleed on the ſlighteſt touch. $4 
J recovered my ſenſes, but that diſguſt 
with which every diſappointment (and how 
much more ſo deep a one I) overwhelms a young 
mind, made every thing odious to me; the 
hours when I was fo pleaſingly deceived, were 
all I reckoned in my life. Before I left my 
room, my Lord's marriage with the Lady Ma- 
tilda Howard was concluded; his union with 
the firſt Lady in England, both in birth and 
beauty, gave the greateſt pleaſure to all who 
loved him. Little able, and leſs diſpoſed to 
aſſiſt at feſtivities, I retired on the plea of bad 
health to the Abbey. The death of the Dow- 
ager Lady Scroope, in the midſt of the plea- 
ſures, entirely damped them. Lord Scroope 
conducted his new Lady into the country, to 
paſs the time of mourning; the amiable en- 
gaging bride. conceived a friendſhip. for me, 
which, as is frequently the caſe in noble minds, 
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had perhaps its ſource in my misfortunes. 


With all the graces that adorn grandeur, Lady 


Scroope had the ſweet ſimplicity of a village 


"maid; a heart full of the moſt. exquiſite. deli- 
cacy and ſenſibility, and features which did 
juſtice to her mind. My Lord perfectly adored 


her, and her rank and charms ſoon made me 
find St. Vincent's Abbey no longer a retire- 
ment, 5 . + £4 ry 

A letter came in a ſhort time from my 
brother, which informed me, on his arrival 


at Jamaica, he found my mother had died dur- 


ing his abſence; this was accompanied with 


bills for a large ſum, as my portion of her 
valuable legacy. There is ſomething ſo tender 


in the name, the idea of a mother, although 
unknown, that in ſpite of my other afflictions, 


J found a very ſenſible one in her loſs. My 
heart bad now no reſting place. Before, the 


remembrance that the blow came from her, 


however unintentionally, gave me a little cou- 


rage, which I was not ſure I poſſeſſed till it 
was loſt. There is a pleaſure to hearts capa- 
ble of refinement, in ſacrificing ſomething to 
the friends we love; the filence we endured. to 
ſave her from diſtreſs had leſſened mine, which 
now broke forth anew. The amiable Lady 
Scroope neglected nothing to ſoften it; ſhe 


uſed every effort to prevent my retiring to the 


monaſtery, as I had purpoſed; her influence 
over her Lord made her wiſhes too ſurely his 


for him to neglect adding his intreaties ; the 
obligations I owed his family, the eſteem I had 


for his Lady, and the very refinement I have 


mentioned, made me unable to refuſe. I could 


never make too large amends for ſuch kindneſs. 


My 


My Gfter-in-law, who rather boaſted than dif- 
"owned the title, to gratify me, neglected the 
amuſements natural to her years, and a mind 


at eaſe: it ſeemed as if I had the authority veſt- 


ed in her, and not her will, but mine, directed 


e 
ure 


and Lady Scroope's brother, the young 

of Norfolk, with ſome other relations, alone 

remained. t en e e 
„% To ſatisfy my brother Anthony no levity 


had eraſed from my mind the tender ties which 


once united us, and which neither time nor 
reaſon could ever entirely diffolve, I laid be- 
fore him the motives of my conduct, and con- 
jured him to believe, ſince I could never be 
his, I never would be another's. Lady Scroope 


not being able to prevail on me to return to 


London, departed without me, after extorting 
a promiſe, that I would think no more of a 
nunnery. She had left the Abbey three months, 
when ſhe gave birth to the preſent Lord, to 
the inexpreſſible joy of her huſband. To thew 
all the gratitude in my power for the favors' I 
had received both from Lord Scroop and his 
mother, I divided my fortune, and infiſted on 


their accepting half, as a preſent to the young 
heir. The generous Matilda would have re- 


turned it, but her Lord, more ſenſible of the 
value of money, received the gift. She re- 
proached me for it with that kind raillery which 
friends know how to make ſo agreeable; ſhe 


told me ſhe ſhould ceaſe to love me, ſince 
the world would now call her attachment in- 


In the time of her abſence, I ſpent many 
hours in reviewing the ruins with which this 
. B 5 place 
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place abounded; the gloomy magnificence of 
thoſe great remains of art, was more ſuited to 
my ſadneſs of ſoul than the ſofter and more 
varied ſcenes of nature; the liking I had con- 
ceived for theſe places, doubtleſs firſt cauſed 
the houſekeeper to ſhew me the Receſs. She 
had lived in the family a vaſt number of years, 
and knew the ſecret. How often had I walked 
through its ruined ailes, without ſulpecing it 
could poſſibly contain one habitable ſpot! I 
will now, my dear children, explain its ſitua- 
tion and ſtructure:— It was once inhabited by 
nuns of the order of St. Winifred, but deſerted 
before the abolition of Convents, from its 
ruinous condition; in this ſituation it remain- 
ed many years, ſhunned by the country peo- 
ple, and devoutly viſited by thoſe 'travellers 
whom chance or curioſity brought this way. 
When the Reformation, in the time of Henry, 
robbed. the monks of their vaſt domains, the 
anceſtor; of Lord Scroope obtained this land 
of the King; he pulled down the monaſtery to 
erect a convenient manſion in the ſame taſte, 
and diſcovered a ſecret. paſſage from thence to 
the Convent; it was blocked up without bein 
generally known, and the ruins left as an addi- 
tion to the proſpect ; nor till chance gave the 
communication a value, was it remembered. 
The nobleman who could obtain ſo vaſt a favor, 
tis needleſs to mention, profeſſed the reformed 
religion, but not able to forget that in which 
he had been brought up, his houſe became the 
aſylum of many of the unrevenued fathers; 
this circumſtance being noticed, he found his 
views in the world depended on his expelling 
them, when the ſecret paſſage occurred to his 


92419 | remem- 
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remembrance. He had the ſtones removed cauti- 
oufly by the holy fathers, and found the place 
well arched and paved, and free from damps; it 
terminated in a room they ſuppoſed to have been 
the refectory, and which ſtil] remained entire. 
They removed, by degrees, ſuch accommoda- 


tions as were neceſſary into it, and thither the 


refugees retired, being ſupplied with food from 
the Abbey; but finding themſelves ſhut up in 
too ſmall a place, and in total want of employ- 
ment, they began working under ground, and 
by degrees, formed two other paſſages from the 
Receſs, one of which ends in the Hermit's 
cave, where the eldeſt of them lived, and the 
other in the midſt of the ruins. Thus pro- 
viding againſt diſcovery, or rather ſecuring 
their eſcape if that ſhould happen. In ſurvey- 
ing the ruins, they found ſeveral places entloſ- 
ed, and yet undemoliſhed ; from among thoſe, 
they ſelected the few we have lived in, chuſing 
them always ſeparated to prevent ſuſpicion. 
Thus, in a few years, each father had his own 
cell, and a monaſtery was hid among the ruins. 
of the convent. At length, the ſeverity of go- 
vernment abating, ſeveral of the monks ven- 
tured again into the world, and of the eight 
who made it their aſylum, two only ended their 
days here. Lord Scroope, ſenſible of the va- 
lue of ſuch a retirement, carefully kept the ſe- 


cret when its inhabitants were gone; two ſer- 


vants alone knew'it, and they were faithful; 
nor till the houſe-keeper told me the ſtory, had 
J an idea of ſuch a place. eee SEA 

This account appeared almoſt fabulous to 
me ;—the ruin was at leaſt half a mile from the 
wit | | . manſion, 
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manſion, which then had a view of its riſing 
plantations daily diminiſhed, till the wood be- 
came frequented, or indeed paſſable only on 
the fide near the Hermit's cave : I impatiently 
deſired to explore the whole romantic ſecret, 
The houſe-keeper did not delay a moment 
to gratify my curioſity; ſhe ſummoned an old 
ſervant. who knew the way, with torches, to 
lead me through the windings. The arched 
roof which was, by ſome contrivance in the 
building, kept aſtoniſhingly free from damps, 
echoed to our very feet. Phe gloomineſs of the 
ſcene accorded with my ideas, and ſuggeſted a 
| ſcheme which I have ſince thought a providen- 
tial one, to my mind. The diviſion, of the 
rooms, the bare walls, and holes in the roof 
for air, diſpleaſed me; but ſince my affection 
for Lord and Lady Scroope debarred me from 
devoting myſelf to a convent, I reſolved to fit 
this place up, and retire to it whenever the 
owners, with their gueſts, made St. Vincent's 
Abbey too gay for me. Three times I viſited 
it, and each time found my deſire greater. I 
diſcourſed with the old man, who, from a con- 
fiderable reward I offered him, agreed, with the 
aſſiſtance of his ſon, who was a builder, to 
render this a comfortable habitation. I was 
unwilling to admit a third perſon into the ſe- 
cret, but ſoon diſcovered his ſon James was al- 
ready acquainted with it. They directly began 
lodging their implements in the cave, which 
was alte red to give a face to the whole. Three 
months made it what it now is; charmed with 
a device which I little foreſaw would be uſeful 
to my friends, the houſe-keeper and my maid 
| | Alice, 
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Alice, brought, by my direction, every neceſ- 
ſary to the dark room, from whence the men 
fetched them. The time of my Lord's return 
drew nigh, the place was aired, and my books and 
clothes already carried there; no ſooner had I 
reſigned the care of the family into the hands of 
my amiable ſiſter, than I acquainted her with 
my intended retreat. Her ſurpriſe was extreme 
at ſeeing bow commodious we had rendered ſo 
ſequeſtered a ſpot; but being fearful, if ſhe op- 
poſed wy reſolution, of ſeeming to conſtrain 
-me, ſhe ſuffered me to indulge my fancy. Hither 
then I retired, attended by Alice and James, the 
latter of whom lived in the cave to ſecure us 
from diſcovery, and furniſh us every little con- 
venience. This ſolitude, ſo ſuitable to the ſad- 
neſs of my ſoul, was inexpreſſibly agreeable to 
me; it had all the advantages of a nunnery, 
without the tie to continue in it; a reſtriction 
the moſt likeiy to make retirement odious. My 
brother Anthony (with whom I conſtantly cor- 
reſponded) charmed with the deſcription of a 
ſpot ſo well calculated for hearts wounded like 
his and mine, aſſured me, inſtead of ſhutting 
himſelf up in a convent, for which he felt he 
had no vocation, as ſoon as he thought he could 
bring himſelf td conſider me only as a ſiſter, he 
would fix his reſidence in the cave. e-. 
1 had remained there two months, when a 
meſſenger arrived to recall Lord Scroope to 
Court; the cauſe could not remain a feeret. 
Mary of Scotland, that beautiful and unfortu- 
nate Queen, who had been impriſoned by her 
ſubjects as an acceſſary to the murder of her huſ- 
band, had found means to eſcape, and implore 
the protection of Elizabeth. The jealouſy _ 
th | hatr. 
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-hatred that princeſs had long entertained for one 
No ſuperior in thoſe endowments moſt admired 
by herſelf, made this ſtep: excuſable in Mary, 
only from the cruelty of her ſituation. But did 
not that very ſituation entitle her to royal treat- 
ment? In Elizabeth many noble qualities are 
mingled with impatience, caprice, pride, and 
_ "exceſſive vanity. Overjoyed at getting a rival 
into her hands, doubly formidable, inſtead of 
offering Mary a princely aſylum, till, on the 
proof of her innocence, ſhe ſhould be reſtored 
to her crown, Elizabeth inſtantly made the 
Queen of Scots ſenſible of her power, by drop- 
ping thoſe ardent expreſſions of friendſhip and 
. eſteem with which all her letters had before been 
- filled (moſt probably to hide the very reverſe) 
and inſiſting on her conſenting to be tried by 
laws, with which ſhe was unacquainted, and 
never yet ſubject to. It was to propoſe thoſe 
harſn terms to Mary, the Queen had ſent for 
Lord Scroope : ſhe deputed him in concert with 
the duke of Norfolk, and ſeveral other Lords 
_ Commiſſioners, to receive from Mary her juſti- 
- fication, and examine into the authenticity of 
The deſerted, nay, almoſt betrayed Queen of 
Scotland, too late found how little the profeſſi- 
ons of the great are to be relied on. She was 
now in a worſe condition than if ſhe had ſtill 
remained in her own country, and ſubmitted to 
laws by which ſhe had governed. Compelled, 
by the ſeverity of her fate, to bend to a woman 
but equab with herſelf; to give herſelf up a priſo- 
ner to a government ſhe had never offended; and 
over which ſhe was probably deſtined to reign; 
as a criminal, to attempt a juſtification: before 
5164 | people 
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people too probably ordered to condemn her, 
and, even if they avoided that, too politic to 
clear her innocence, and reſtore her freedom: 
For the Queen of England had already placed-a 
number of people around her, who watched all 
her ſteps ſo cautiouſly, that they wanted only the 
name to become a guard. Amid all theſe fears 
and mortifications, ſubmiſſion was Mary's only 
meaſure. She had learnt, young as ſhe was, to 
ſubmit with dignity, and demand a degree of ge- 
neroſity, by not ſeeming to doubt of finding it. 
dhe therefore received the Queen's pleaſure with 
compoſure, delivered herſelf into Lord Scroope's 
hands, and agreed to defer appearing before her 
| ſiſter Elizabeth, *till ſhe could appear with ho- 
1 544 7:4 ot Cog 
This great event engroſſed the attention of all 
Europe. Various opinions were formed, and 
Elizabeth never found Mary more formidable 
than when in her power. All blamed her errors, 
but they pitied her youth, and imputed many of 
them to inexperience and faults in her education. 
Her uncommon beauty, affability, elegance of 
manners, and expreſſion, were engl com- 
mended by all who had ſeen her, and thoſe who 
had not, liſtened to the tale with avidity, and 
reported it with increaſe. Every word in her 
praiſe was a dagger to the heart of Elizabeth, 
and tae unfortunate Mary's greateſt crimes with 
her, were the graces ſhe received from nature. 
Lady Scroope had ſpent. ſome! of her early 
years in the French Court. Mary was too affa- . 
ble and amiable not to attach every one fur 
whom ſhe had an inclination, and the friendſhip 
he ſhewed for the Lady Matilda, would have 
made the ſeparation the more afflicting, but that 


2 : Mary, 
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Mary, by the death of Francis the ſecond, 
found herſelf no longer attached to France, and 
was obliged, with infinite regret, to quit the 
kingdom ſhe had been educated in, to govern 
one filled with domeſtic jars, and almoſt igno- 
rant of thoſe ſoftneſſes which give charms to ſo- 
ciety ; and which, in a peculiar degree, adorn- 
ed the court ſhe had hitherto reigned over. 

The troubles in which ſhe had been plunged. 
from the hour ſhe returned to Scotland, had 
ſcarce given her leiſure to diſtinguiſh thoſe ſhe 
had formerly honored with her notice : Lady 
Scroope had, however, always preſerved an at- 
tachment to her, leſs the fruit of gratitude than 
ſympathy. The Queen's preſent ſad ſituation, 
of which ſhe heard amply from her Lord, touch- 

ed her to the very foul. She accuſed Elizabeth 
of meanneſs and injuſtice ; and, without doubt- 
- Ing the innocence of Mary, ſhe ardently deſired 
to lighten her captivity, and convince her, that 
misfortune had not robbed her of every friend. 
"Theſe ſentiments were too fervently generous 
not to engage me. I inſenfibly took part in 
what intereſted my ſiſter fo nearly, and learnt to 
deplore a Princeſs thus treated, whom, in a 
happier ſituation, I ſhould doubtleſs have cen- 
ſured. 

Lord Scroope, to ſatisfy his wife, who en- 
treated him to the ſtep, repreſented to Elizabeth, 
the impropriety of leaving the Queen of Scots 
unaccompanied by any lady of diſtinction, and 
without the attendance, nothing could exempt 
the place ſhe had choſen for an aſylum, from 
paying her, whether guilty or innocent. To 
give force to this, he hinted the error of harſh 
meaſures, which intereſted the common pope 
7 i an 
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and by engaging their pity, might weaken their 
fidelity. 

Ihe laſt reaſon weighed infinitely more with 
our Queen than the firſt, for her heart was more 
full of policy than feeling. She however ap- 
pointed Lady Scroope to attend upon Mary, and 
ſent orders to treat her more ſuitably to her 
rank. 

Overjoyed at carrying her. point, without ap- 
pearing in it, Lady Scroope did not delay her 
journey; but unwilling to leave me, ſhe uſed all 
her. intereſt and influence to perſuade me to ac- 
company her. She repreſented, ſhe did not wiſh 
to engage me in any gay ſcenes, the office ſhe 
was allotted to, being that moſt conformable to 
the melancholy turn of my mind. The inclina- 
tion I had to ſee Mary joined with her, and 1 
conſented. 

Bolton Caſtle, whither Mary had been con- 
ducted by the Queen's command, was a ſtrong 
fortreſs on the borders of Yorkſhire; ; without 
furniture, or accommodations for a royal gueſt, 
it declared at once to that Princeſs, the melan- 
choly captivity to which the was deſtined. The 
humanity of Lond Scroope in vain attempted to 
conceal the fate that awaited her; ſhe gave her- 
ſelf up to an immoderate grief, which was aug- 
mented by the news of thwell's death, Who 
had taken refuge in Norway. _ 

Me were met at Derby by the Duke of. Nor- 
folk, whoſe ardent deſire to ſee the Queen of 
Scots had induced him to; join us. This noble- 
man was of an amiable preſence, in the prime of 
life, full of a generous ardor, a captivating vi- 
vacity. Without an equal in rank in England, 

| he had formed, long ſince, the deſign of eſpouſ- 


ing 
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ing Mary, and Bothwell's death had renewed 


hopes her marriage with him had fruſtrated. I 


was amazed at the difference viſible in the man- 
ners of the Duke; nor did I immediately per- 
ceive whence his impatience of any diſappoint- 
ment, and deep reveries could proceed ; but the 
pleaſure he took in hearing his ſiſter's commen- 
dations of the Queen, the ſoftneſs that ſparkled 


in his . while, he related the events her let- 


ters to Bothwell had laid open, ſhewed me, that 
ambition had raiſed a flame in his heart, he miſ- 
took for love. a 
We arrived at Bolton, and Mary was not ap- 
prized, till Lady Scroope was introduced to her 
preſence, that Elizabeth had ſent her a friend ſo 
anxiouſly deſirous to lighten her captivity. I 
would deſcribe the Queen of Scotland to you, 
my dear children, had not nature drawn a truer 
picture of her than 1 can give. — Look in the 
glaſs, Matilda, and you will fee her perfect 
image. 8 | TE 
I could not contain my aſtonifhment—** Oh 
heavens ! exclaimed I, is it poſſible, in lament- 
ing the fate of that injured Queen, -I have wept 


for a mother! 


«© A ſhort time will explain all, ſaid Mrs. 
Marlow. The Queen was in the bloom of 
youth, and the ſorrow which hung over her fea- 
tures, gave them an irreſiſtible attraction. Her 


air of reſigned dignity and feminine ſweetneſs, 


was mingled with innocence and unconſcious 


modeſty. If I was inclined to pity her before, 
how greatly was that ſentiment enlivened ! Her 
- faults ſeemed to vaniſh, or to be atoned by her 
. misfortunes. Nothing could be more intereſting 
than her firſt interview with Lady Scroope, 


whole 
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whoſe tears alone could expreſs her ſorrow and 
affe Ction. 
Hou muſta ſcene, which diſtreſſed me, touch 
a heart prepared to love her! The Duke found 
there was a paſſion ſtronger than ambition; her 
crown no longer engroſſed his thoughts, it Was 
herſelf alone he defired ; he lamented the evils it 
had* overwhelmed her with, and from which, 
even her reſignation of it, would not relieve her. 
Love communicated all its delicacies at once to 
his heart; and the man who had dared aſpire to 
her, while in proſperity and peace, in this ſad 
moment of humiliation had not preſumption to 
lift his eyes to her, to ſpeak of his affection, or 
inſult her by his compaſſion. 
Lady Scroope was too quick-ſighted to over- 
look this change in her brother ; but far from 
drawing any il] preſage from it, ſhe flattered her- 
ſelf he was deſtined to reſtore the Queen, and to 
find in her gratitude and affection, a reward pro- 
portioned'to his merit. 

Willing to relieve the tediouſneſs of the 
hours, that Lady deviſed amuſements of which 
no one partook, though all, from a juſt ſenſe of 
the intention, appeared ſatisfied with them The 

ſilence and melancholy of the Duke of Norfolk 
engaged the Queen: ſhe found it a delicate com- 
pliment to her diſtreſs, and regarded him with 
an attention too flattering to be overlooked. 
Charmed with an eſteem, which he had rather 
wiſhed than hoped, the ardor of his ſoul found 
words, and Mary diſcovered, in attempting to 
attach a friend, ſhe had gained a lover. Conſi- 
dering her intereſt only, ſhe muſt have encou- 
raged him; but, remembering how fatal her 
| Oy _ one "* prove, the conjured: him 
4 to 
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to ſubdue while yet in its infancy, a paſſion it 
would be cruelty to encourage ; to remember 
her only as an unfortunate friend, and in that 
light, confeſled herſelf obliged to him for his 
intereſt and power in her favor. - | 

In the firſt wildneſs of love, nothing ſeems 
impoſſible ; an anſwer ſo mild, only animated the 
hope it was meant to extinguiſh. He formed a 
thouſand projects, he engaged his ſiſter in his in- 
tereſt, and every hour of his life was filled up by 
plans for the deliverance of the amiable Queen. 
But as it was impoſſible his reſidence ſhould be 
a ſecret, and he juſtly feared awakening the at- 
tention of Elizabeth, before his ſchemes were 
Tipe for execution, he engaged his ſiſter to make 
a requeſt, he wanted courage to mention ; fince 
ſhe might, with more propriety, repreſent to the 
Queen, the policy of rendering her fate his. 

In this dangerous conjunQture, the unfortunate 
Mary liſtened once more to the partial advice of 
her heart; which prompted her to yield to fo 
noble, ſo deſerving a lover. She had caught his 
frenzy, and realized the fictions of his brain 
with the ſame facility. His vaſt eſtates, nume- 
rous vaſlals, and ſtill more, his extended and no- 
ble connections, flattered her with the hope of 
amply rewarding him, and ſhe thought it but 
generous to let the recompence rather precede 
the ſervice than follow it. W 

Fatal deluſion of a prejudiced mind! Oh 
Mary, too tender Princeſs! why were not all 
the paſt misfortunes of thy life, which had their 
ſource in love, monitors to thee? Why did 
they not teach thee to avoid this error, which 
heightened every affliction, and gave new pangs 
to a long, long captivity ? eee 


* 
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The Duke not daring to engage his brother- 
in- law in an action contrary to his commiſſion, 
entruſted his intention only to his ſiſter. Too 
ardent and too amiable an advocate to be denied, 
the Queen of Scots was perſuaded by that Lady 
to unite herſelf with the Duke. They were 
married in the preſence of the Lady Scroope and 
myſelf, Sir Arthur Foreſter, and the Duke's 
two Secretaries. Rake | 7: 

Poſſeſſed in herſelf of all his wiſhes, the pri- 
ſon of the Queen became a palace to the Duke; 
and every hour ſeemed to add to a paſſion, which 
appeared at firſt incapable of addition. The 

authority Mary had given him over her, the 
tenderneſs with which ſhe regarded him, were 
powerful motives againſt the approaching ſepa- 
ration; but Lady Scroope ſaw with concern the 
extravagance of a paſſion ſhe had encouraged. 
She knew too well the temper of Elizabeth not 
to anticipate her reſentment, if this ſtep was 
diſcovered, and knew likewiſe his own ſafety 
would be a poor motive, for perſuading her bro- 
ther to leave Bolton ; ſhe therefore repreſented 
to him, how ill he rewarded the lovely Queen of 
Scots, by lengthening an impriſonment it was 
his duty to curtail ; and aſked; him what expec- 
tation Mary might form from a huſband, who 
already preferred his own indulgence, to her 
freedom, happineſs, and glory ? ; 

Theſe reproaches were too true to offend the 
Duke. He lamented, but yielded to the cruel 
neceſſity. Mary, as if forewarned that theſe 
hours were all the eaſy ones remaining of her 
life, uſed every means to detain him ; but the 
generoſity of her affection, awakening his more 
ſtrongly, he bade adieu to the * 

ot: . - | e 
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he was never more to meet, and ſet out for Lon- 
don, to engage all his friends to favor a marri- 
age, no one now could prevent. He flattered 
himſelf, his intereſt was ſo great, that the Queen 
would be reduced to conſent, whether conſonant 
to her inclination or not. Indeed, this was the 
only rational mode of proceeding ; for to ima- 
gine Elizabeth weak enough to unite her rival 
and heireſs, voluntarily, to the firſt of her ſub- 
Jjecs, would have been an unpardonable blind- 

neſs. | T: 
Fortune, however, had deſtined otherwiſe, 
and only ſmiled awhile, to make her frown more 
terrible. All the great Lords of Elizabeth's 
Court, who had ſeen, with regret, the impri- 
ſonment of Mary, entered with pleaſure into 
Norfolk's ſchemes. His letters were filled with 
the moſt flattering hopes, and the Queen, who 
was with child, gave him notice of it, This 
circumſtance added to his joy; he promiſed, 
before the time of her delivery, ſhe ſhould have 
her priſon gates opened by all the nobility of 
England. The Earls of Shrewſbury, Derby, 
Bedford, Northumberland, Weſtmoreland, Pem- 
broke, Southampton, Arundel, and Suffex, had 
warmly engaged in his cauſe ; and their Names 
alone would influence many. But the friend he 
moſt relied upon, was the Earl of Leiceſter, 
whoſe aſcendancy over the Quzen was well 
known; he had taken on himſelf the diſcloſure. 
of the whole to Elizabeth, when that meaſure 
became neceſſary. In the mean time, Norfolk 
uſed every means to prevent the Regent of Scot- 
land from accuſing Mary to the Queen; nor 
was his artifice unſucceſsful, Murray, after 
having entered England for no other purpoſe, 
EN | ſuddenly. 
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ſuddenly returned, without taking any ſtep in 
the buſineſs ; a circumſtance, which defeated 
all the meaſures of the Engliſh Court. But 
Elizabeth more ſtrongly apprehending from this 
ſome plot to releaſe ae? removed her to Tut- 


bury, and added the Earl of Shrewſbury to Lord 


Scroope, as her keepers. . 

My ſiſter ſtil] followed her, nor could I de- 
ſert bor in ſuch a fituation, We had hoped, 
from the information of the Duke, to find the 
Earl of Shewſbury inclined to favor her ; but 


whether he foreſaw the end of this unfortunate 


project, or had deceived Norfolk, he kept a 
ſtrict watch over the Queen's actions, whoſe 
condition now confined her to her apartment. 
The Duke, flattered by Murray's retreat, 
commiſſioned ſome of his friends in Scotland, to 
ſound that nobleman on the ſubject of his mar- 
riage ; they unwarily laid open more than he in- 
tended, and Murray, enraged at having been his 


dupe, ſent notice of the plot to Elizabeth. She 


was on a viſit to Lord Leiceſter, who was ill, 
when the letter arrived ; and confiding to that 
favorite, the cauſe of her agitation, he ſent, 
while the Queen was conſulting with Cecil, to 
warn Norfolk to retreat, as. Elizabeth ſeemed 
bent on committing him to the Tower. Thun- 
derſtruck at this unexpected diſcovery, the Duke 
| ſet out, with precipitation, for his feat of Ken- 
ning-Hall ; but, reflecting on the road, that his 
flight was a ſtronger proof againſt him than the 
ccuſation of his enemies, he returned directly; 
1 was however met by ſome officers, ſent in 
purſuit of him, and conducted to Burnham. 


Zis Secretary. poſted. off to Tutbury with an 


account of all theſe proceedings. They ſunk 
| a be the 
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the deeper into the heart of the Queen, as ſhe 
hoped, by this time to have been at liberty. 
She was every hour in expectation of an event 
which muſt publiſh her marriage, or load her 
with infamy. In this hard trial, Lady Scroope 
ſuggeſted to her the only ſafe way of proceeding ; 
which was, to convey her child, by the Duke's 
Secretary, immediately after its birth, out of 
the Caſtle, and concealing the cauſe of her in- 
diſpoſition, wait a more favorable moment for 
avowing her marriage. This was the only plan 
to avoid injuring the Duke's ſafety, or her own 
honor. To prepare every thing againſt the 
time, I took my leave of the Queen, as return- 
ing to St. Vincent's Abbey; and retiring to a 


neighbouring hut hired on purpoſe, waited with 


my maid, to receive the infant ſhe ſhould bring 
into the world, which was to be carried to the 


| Receſs and placed under my care, till the fat 


of its parents could be aſcertained. 

This ſad moment was haſtened by a ſad 
event :—— Bothwell, who was ſuppoſed to 
dead, found means to convey a letter to the 


Queen, aſſuring her the report was ſpread only 


to quiet the Scots, who otherwiſe would never 
have ſuffered him to reſt ; and that he waited in 
Denmark till the diviſions of her kingdom ſhould 
enable him to raiſe a powerful party, and attempt 
her deliverance. Mary, on the firſt ſight of the 


well known hand, felt all the horrors of her fate; 


ſhe fell into ſtrong convulſions, which were 
ſucceeded by the pains of labor. She gave birth 

to two girls for you, my dear children, are the 
fruit of this fatal marriage, who, ſcarce had - 
been held to the boſom of a mother, before you 


The 
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The faithful Secretary conveyed you with the 
tendereſt caution to me, When he repeated this 
ſad tale, oh] how my ſoul wept for the ill-fated 
Queen! I vowed ye ſhould be mine, for ye 
-were the children of misfortune, and never, 
never have I broke that vow; diſtreſs endeared 
me to you with a parental kindneſs, and fortune 
gave you to me to conſole me forall her ſeverity. 
*Tis you only have kept alive in my heart the 
ſofteſt impulſes of nature. You were cherubs 
in your infancy, and grew up to chear my days, 
— embelliſn my ene Full of the great 
charge veſted in my hands, I ſought the earlieſt 
opportunity of quitting a dangerous place; I 
brought you ſafe to this ſpot, attended by Alice, 
after having you baptized Matilda, the elder 
(which you was by a few minutes) after Lady 
Scroope, and Ellinor after the Duke's mother. 
To return to the Queen of Scots.—She lan- 
guiſhed a long time between il]-health and de- 
ſpair; but the Duke found means to aſſure her 
that this misfortune ſhould not long ſeparate 
them. He applied now to the Pope to annul 
Mary's former marriage with Bothwell; the 
Pope hoping to find ſome great advantage in the 
projected union, ſeemed inclined to grant his 
requeſt; but the conditions he impoſed were ſo 
hard, that the Duke had no hope. 11 
In the mean time, Elizabeth finding an ef- 
fectual bar placed between Mary and Norfolk by 
Bothwell's being yet alive, and having ſome 
hopes from the ill-health of the Queen of Scots, 
of ſeeing an end of her fears, after conveying 
her to Coventry, ſhe releaſed the Duke, at the 
interceſſion of his conſtant friend Lord Leiceſ- 
Vor. I. 2 e | ter, 
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ter. Senſible of the raſhneſs of his former con- 


duct, he reſolved to avoid that fault, and made 
no attempt to ſee the Queen of Scots, employing 


himſelf in hunting and diverſions at Kenning- 
Hall, till the ſpies of Elizabeth, perſuaded he 
had laid aſide his projects, gave up their em- 
ployment. The Duke paſt from the ſeat of one 


friend to that of another, to appearance in 
ſearch of amuſement, but in reality to aſſure 


himſelf of their attachment; and, as if by 
accident, to viſtt St. Vincent's AVbey, and em- 


brace the daughters of his love. You were a 


twelvemonth old when I conducted the Duke in 
the night to this Receſs. The captivity and ſad 


_ fituation of his wife aroſe a thouſand: times more 


ſtrongly to his mind when he beheld her chil- 
dren torn from | her. boſom as if the product of 
diſhonour, and hid in ſolitude from every human 
eye; to ſee, and know he could not prevent 


cls, pierced him to the very ſoul. He ſpent | 


the night in viewing you, in recommending you 
to Heaven, in forming a thouſand filent com- 


plaints againſt his deſtiny, and reſolutions, 


which by ſhortening his life, perpetuated on 
you the evils he ſought to remedy. But when 
the dawn of day compelled him to return to his 
apartment, he again took you both into his 
arms, and while the tears of paternal affection 
flowed gracefully down his cheeks, poured on 

u a thouſand bleſſings; he then gave you to 
me, and while I was ftilling Ellinor, he ſat in 
a deep reverie, when ſuddenly ſtarting: from it, 
he came and ſtood by me, and taking my hand — 

J have yet hopes, my dear Mrs. Marlow, 
ſaid he, of bringing theſe infants into life, as 
the daughters of the Jovelieſt, the moſt — 
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of ſovereigns; till when, 1 commit them to 
you, as the moſt ſacred of all depoſits. Teach 
them to enjoy an humble rank, and they will 
adorn a high. one; keep them in total ignorance 
of their birth till able to know its inutility. But 
if Heaven never allows me to claim them, —af 
the misfortunes of their parents end but with 
their lives, act up to the ſacred character with 
which I alike inveſt you and my ſiſter. Never 
let them know the Court of Elizabeth, but in- 


nocently and happily let them die in the deſert 


where they bloomed.”” 

Shades of the honored Howard and the- amia- 
ble Mary, I have fulfilled your injunctions, ex- 
claimed Mrs. Marlow, (turning with an enthu- 
fiaſtic- action to the pictures I have mentioned 
with ſo much reſpect) your words have been 
ever preſent to my ee and Ty cares Pave 
not been uſeleſs.“ 

Alas, Madam, ſaid we, a wich an 
emotion of awe on our knees, are theſe lovely 
figures the portraits of our parents? Oh} my 
father, my tender unhappy father! ſhall We;ne- 
ver ſee. you? Were we never to be held in your 
arms but while inſenſible of that bleſſing? And 
pow my dear mother, who brought us forth in 

terneſs and pain, ſhall we not ſpend our lives 
in ſoftening yours, and ſhed our ſorrows upon 
your of. 20 br 
| ou interrupt, and a me, en 
Caid Mrs. Marlow, let me finiſh my 3 
tale; you will, alas! have hours enough ior 
complaint, 51130 
The Duke departed the next days and in a 

ſhort time, Elizabeth having appointed - the 
Lords Huntingdon and Hereford in the room of 
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Lord Scroope, the Queen of Scots was de- 
prived of her only, comfort, by the departure of 
his Lady. B 
The Duke, finding gentle attempts ineffec- 
tual, reſolved on a meaſure he deemed infallible, 
and entered into a treaty with a truſty Spaniard 
named Ridolpho, to engage the Duke of Alva 
to aſſiſt him with ten thouſand men, to be land- 


ed at Harwich, from whence they were to march 


to London, to intimidate Elizabeth. The Duke 
of Alva conſented, and even the Pope at length 
aſhamed of neutrality, took a ſhare in Mary's 


deliverance. Every thing was prepared ; Nor- 


folk's friends in England only waited the ſignal 
to join him, when one of thoſe trifling accidents 


which diſconcert the wiſeſt ſchemes, rendered 


this in a moment abortive. - a 
To foment the diviſions in Scotland ſo much 
as to keep the Regent employed, and prevent 


- him from interfering in the affair, the Duke ſent 


many ſums to be ſcattered among the Queen's 
friends, in that kingdom at different times ;— 


but now when the criſis approached, he had pre- 


pared a large bag of gold, which with a letter, 
he unfortunately truſted to a man quite ignorant 


of the plot; the carrier, in putting it up, by 
ſome accident cut the bag, and the contents fi]- 


ling him with aſtoniſhment, he communicated 
this ſingular diſcovery to a ſervant of Lord Bur- 
leigh's, who was his brother; this man, thro' 
a hope of getting the gold between them, and 


ſuppoſing ſome myſtery was hid in the letter, 


perſuaded hin to ſhew it to his maſter; the car- 


tier conſented, and Lord Burleigh eaſily per- 


ceiving the plot, though not its extent, com- 
municated it to the Queen; in conſequence of 
i | which 
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which the Duke was arreſted in his bed, and all 
his ſervants impriſoned. 


This fatal ſtroke overturned every remaining 


* 


hope; betrayed by his ſervants, all the letters 


he had written and received on that fubject, 


moſt of which he had ordered to be burnt, were 
produced againſt him; his very benevolence was 
conſtrued into a crime, and ſome money he ſent 
to the Counteſs of Northumberland, who was 


in exile and diſtreſs with her Lord, became an 


article in his impeachment. He was condemn- 
ed, and heard his ſentence with a fortitude 


which melted Lord Shrewſbury, who pro- 


nounced it, into tears. | 


Lady Scroope, diſtracted at her brother's fate, 


fell at the feet of the Queen, and left nothing 
unſaid to move her; but all ſhe could obtain 
was the deferring his execution, for Burleigh 
had ſo ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed Elizabeth with t 
idea that the Duke ſought her life, that al- 
though no circumſtance aroſe to confirm it on 
his trial, nothing could baniſh it from her mind. 
But what was the ſituation of the Queen of 
Scotland at this completion of her misfortunes | 
An exile from her own country, a priſoner in 
another, a wife without a right to that name, 
and a mother, while a ſtranger to her children; 


her fate was wound up in the condemnation of 


her huſband; and ſhe had the poignant affliction 
of knowing ſhe had raiſed the axe againſt him, 
which all her tears could not avert, Pierced 


with deſpair, ſhe conjured the Lady Scroope to 


aſſure the Queen ſhe would not only voluntarily 
_ conſent to remain her priſoner for life, but would 
give up her claim to the Crown of England, if 
her ſiſter (as ſhe was compelled to file her): 
g would 
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would free the Duke of Norfolk, and reftore 
him to his honors. This propoſal Elizabeth 
received as a fineffe, from which ſhe only faw » 
how deeply Mary's heart was linked with his. 
Even the all-prevailing Leiceſter's eloquence 
failed ; felf-preſervation was an unconquerable 
principle in the ſoul of Elizabeth. 
The Duke 'was beheaded fourteen years ago, 
when you, my dear children, who were bought 
with his life, were not above two years and a 
half old. He died as he had lived, with dignity 
Oo v6 OS 
Never was a nobleman more lamented : he 
had endeared himſelf to the body of the people 
by his courage, generoſity and affability ; and 
to his equals, by an unconſciouſneſs of fuperio- 
rity, which prevented envy, and an uniformity 
of conduct, which gained admiration. He was 
the firſt victim to the Queen's fears, nor could 
ſhe have choſen: one whoſe merits were 'ftronger 
proofs of the value ſhe ſet on herſelf, 49 
Lady Scroope deteſting too late the artifices 
of the Court, and ſunk in affliction for the loſs 
of a brother ſhe adored, retired hither with her 
Lord; who had thrown up his employments. 
Her 'body partook of the debility of her mind, 
and ſoon gave ſymptoms of à decay, which 
reduced her to the grave. e Bets e 
Her temper too was quite changed. This 
Receſs, which ſo lately appeared a horrible 
dungeon, now ſeemed to her, as to me, a calm 
retirement from the odious forms and cares of life. 
She ſpent many days, ane would every one, 
had it not afflicted her Lord) in weeping over 
you; in tracing in Matilda the mildly-beautiful 
features of her friend, and in Ellinor, the cap- 
. b | tivating 
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| tivating graces of her brother. Tis to ver you 
owe theſe valuable pictures. 

» Eftranged from all fociety, the Queen of Scots 
gave herſelf up to the blackeſt deſpair, ſhe had, 

alas] no hope to ſoften her captivitv, no boſom 
to receive her tears; with Norfolk died all proſ- 
pect of releaſe, and at the ſame time all deſtre 
of it; what was the univerſe to her without he 
embelliſhed it? Would it not have augmented 
her affliction to have enjoyed a ſovereignty the 
durſt never hope to ſhare with him? | 
Elizabeth, 'whofe fears were always avi 
from this moment, cut her daily off from ſome 
comfort or convenience; frequently changed 
her keepers and priſon; and by her ſeverity, 
taught the captive Queen chat hatred Oy on 
ſtronger even than love. 

Lady Scroope ſurvived ** broker but a 
twelvemonth, and left no inheritor of her vir- 
tues. She recommended you both in the moſt 
fervent manner to her Lord, who ſolemnly 
ſwore to make a proviſion for you ſuitable to his 
fun though not your birth. 
| years paſt away, when 1 Se | 

whoſe grief was at an end, finding himſelf tired 
of the inactivity of a country life, accepted 
ſome overtures the Queen made to recall him. 
He left to me. the charge of St. Vincent's Ab- 
bey; which he has not inhabited ſince. 
 Hurrie& on by other events, I have hitherto 
neglected to mention the return of my brother 
Anthony, in three years after I brought you 
here. He fixed his reſidence in the hermit's 


cell, devoting his time to the ſtudy of phyfic, | 


and the care e of exhorting the pours except at 
"S491 | thoſe: 


hh, 
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thoſe hours you have ſeen him in; for his life 
and mine have been uniform. TY 

1 have only two circumſtances more to men- 
tion; one of which is more afflicting to me, than 
I once believed, aught reſpecting money, could 
ever be. Lord Scroope, who has been abroad 
ſome years in a public character, has become the 
object of the crafty Burleigh's hatred, br ſuſpi- 
cion, and is now confined; while his eſtates 
and wealth are ſeized by the Queen, who knows 
ſo well the value of money, that it is too pro- 
bable my Lord will never be able to fulfil th 
promiſe made to his wife in your favor. 

he other is, that during ſeveral paſt years, 
I have not been able to hold any intelligence 
with the Queen of Scotland, who ſent me ſome _ 
letters during the firſt years of her impriſon- 


ment, which, with thoſe ſhe wrote to the 
Duke, I have preferved, with various other 


teſtimonials of your birth. Time may enable 
her yet to give you the ſplendour to which you 
were born; for Elizabeth is now ftricken in 
. and Mary more worn by ſorrow than age. 

ait, then my dear children, with patience, 
when I am in my grave, the deſtination of pro- 


vidence, and never claim your parent till ſne 


pleaſes to acknowledge you. No virtue is more 
acceptable to God than patience. To beſtow 
happineſs, is only in his power; to deſerve it, 
ever in our own. Oh! if my prayers are 
heard ! if my wiſhes aſcend to the throne of the 
| Moſt High, he will lead you through this 
world in peace; he will unite you again to 
my boſom in a better! 4. 8 : 


Here 


THE"RECESS; ke - $1 


Here our generous protectreſs, our more than 
mother, ended, claſping us to her heart with 
an ardor that evinced the ſincerity of her 
words. 5 WT 1 e 

But what new ideas : what amazing feelin 
did her narration give birth to? The impulſes 
of nature taught us to treaſure every word ſhe 
uttered; for what in the hiſtory of our parents 
could be indifferent? Never did our ſolitude 
appear ſo amiable—“ the Court of Elizabeth!“ 
— Oh my lamented father, could- the fole in- 
flictor of all thy evils, ever, ever attach thy. 
children! Could ſhe who oppreſſed her _ 
and a Queen, innocent at leaſt in all that re- 
ſpected her, only becauſe ſhe was in her power, 
be capable of alluring two hearts, untainted 
by that courtly politeneſs, which ſanctifies the 
errors of a ſovereign, and terms her very vices 
noble weakneſſes? RR 

But then, to learn I had a mother yet alive; 
to believe I might one day be received to her: 
arms, only endeared by misfortune; full of this- 
melting, this heart-expanding idea, I would 
have ſought her priſon; I would have been the 
companion of it; happy, if all my cares could 
make her forget for one moment, the rigour of 
her fortune; or call to her remembrance, amidſt 
all her complaints, againſt the injuſtice of the 
world, that it ſtill contained two beings who- 
were willing to return for her the. life ſhe- 


gave. 


8 


My duty to Mrs. Marlow alone divided my 
heart: ſhould I deſert her, who had neglected 
every thing for us? What! are the ties of na- 

ture to cancel, in one moment, thoſe of ineli- 
„ | 
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Antion; gratitude, and eſteem? Oh, no! 1 
owed, it is true, my being to another; but ſhe 
to whom I owed the beſt part of that being, the 
formation of my mind, the inſtilling thoſe \ſen- 
timents which alone make us valuable to our- 
ſelves and fociety, had a claim beyond all others, 
which nothing but death could diſſolve. That 
-awful moment was drawing nigh ; every one 
that paſſed, ſtole ſomething from the mortal 
part of Mrs. Marlow. Oh thou amiable ſaint ! 
thou woman after God's own heart! can I re- 
member the time when thou wert called from 
us, without floods of unavailing tears? Never 
—never—ſelhſh as they are, they will flow, 
even though ſo often exhauſted. 

She delivered us a caſket, which eee 
the: papers ſhe mentioned, and divers atteſta- 
tions, ſigned by herſelf, and the late Lady 
- Scroope, and filled with all the ornaments of 
© her youth, Then, after recommending us ten- 
derly' to father Anthony, ſhe joined in prayer 
with him, and at ae little — and i in the 
"midf, expired. 

Ok, Madam, heed A e, bey terrible to 
me, was that moment! I faw Death firſt leine 
on one dearer than myſelf: the manſion in 
which we lived, now became a ſolitude indeed. 
Da 'filence—how ſolemn ! prevailed, In the 
firſt flow of a rational grief, how vaſt a vacuum 
is left in the heart! to hear no longer the voice 

which led us through life: to ſee the eyes, 
"whenee ours drew fortitude, cloſe, never more 
to open: the whole frame aſſume that awful 


pallidneſs, every moment increaſes, and which 5 


brings fo melancholy a memento to the breaſt! 
Theſe touching ideas cannot always ariſe ; 
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ſome loſſes deſtroy the power of reflection and 
complaint; carried away by the bitterneſs of 
deſpair, we are only fenfible of an agony beyond 
expreſſion. ET | Th 
To attempt interring the duſt of Mrs. Mar- 
low in the chapel, muſt have awakened the 
ſuſpicions of the Queen's officers. The ſeeret 
of our retirement was in the breaft of only three 
domeſticks,' and it was highly neceſſary to keep 
it concealed. On this account, a grave was 
made for her in Father Anthony's cell, Whither 
we conveyed her, wrapt in white, and crowned' 
with the fading produce of this world, in imi- 
tation of that ever-blooming ' wreath promiſed 
hereafter to all, who perſevere in virtue. 
Grief makes the moſt violent impreſſion in 
youth; but, happily, it is the moſt tranſient: 
a little time abated the ſharpneſs. of ours; 
nevertheleſs, our ſolitude being deprived of its 
ornament, appeared uniform, melancholy, and 
diſguſting. We gradually loſt our aſſiduity in 

_ _ our works, when we no longer promifed our- 
ſelves the great reward of her praiſe. Father 
Anthony, who was never a favorite with us, 
became every day more unpleaſant. Mrs. Mar- 
low always preſerved a ſway over him, which 
ſoftened the ſeverity of his manners: that be- 
ing now at an end, and his temper ſtill more 
Hurt by his affliction for her loſs, he appeared a 
gloomy tyrant; and the additional carefulnefs 
with which he obferved us, laid an odious re- 
ſtraint on all our expreſſions, and made our 

meals wear an air of fullenneſs each party was 

unconſcious of cauſing. | 
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Obliged to hide in our own hearts all the 
little follies and wiſhes we had been uſed to re- 
veal without fear, we converſed with the Fa- 
ther only upon moral and indifferent topics; 
thus every day was the ſame, and each of courſe 
more tedious, when Ellinor ſuggeſted a ſcheme 
which gave us ſome amuſement. This was to 
explore the paſſage leading to the ruins, where 
we might at leaſt breathe the freſh air, and, 
for one hour, have the pleaſure of a little no- 
velty. I readily came into the propoſal, hay- 
ing had a Wie to emerge from the moment 
1 heard that paſlage firſt mentioned. It was 
the full height of ſummer, and we pitched 
upon a long afternoon, when we had no fear of 
being ſought for. ey | 
. .The paſſage was narrower, cloſer, and damp- 
er than the others, but very ſhort. We took a 
torch that we might find the way of opening it. 
When we drew near the mouth, I obſerved. 
ſome. little holes, made doubtleſs to give the 
concealed perſon an advantage. I made Ellinor 
keep back while I examined the place, but ſaw 
nothing, however, to, awaken any apprehen- 
ſion; a long avenue of broken arches, inter- 
mingled with brambles and wild wall- flowers, 
in the paths of which the graſs grew very high, 
was all I could diſcern - nothing could more 
fully prove the unfrequentedneſs of the ſpot. 
We therefore examined the faſtening immedi- 
ately, and found it a ſmall ſquare door with 
two hinges on the top, and faſtened acroſs the 
bottom by a large bar of iron laid on ſtron 
hooks. I was unable to open it alone; Elli- 
nor therefore extinguiſhed the light to afliſt 
me; but with all our curioſity and courage, 

| e 
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the ſight of the pile of ruins threw us into an 
univerſal. trepidation. On turning round, to 
ſee how the entrance was hid, we perceived 'a 
high raiſed tomb, at each corner of which ſtood 
a gigantic ſtatue of a man in armour, as if to 

uard it, two of whom were now headleſs. 

ome famous knight, as appeared by his nume- 
rous enſigns, lay on the tomb. The meagre 
ſkeleton had ſtruck an arrow through his ſhield 
into his heart; his eyes were turned to the 
croſs which St. Winifred held before him. 
Nothing could be better contrived than this 
entrance, for however rude the ſculpture, the 
ornamental part took the eye from the body of 
the tomb. The little door, which dropt after 
us, was one ſtone made thin, and lined with 

wood, and ſo neatly fitted, that even when un- 
faſtened, it was not to be diſcerned. For a 
long way beyond, the proſpe&t was wild and 
awful to exceſs; ſometimes vaſt heaps of ſtones 
were fallen from the building, among which, 
trees and buſhes had ſprung up, and half in- 
volved the dropping pillars. Tall fragments of 
it ſometimes remained, which come to ſway 
about with every blaſt,, and from whoſe moul- 
dering top hung cluſters and ſpires of ivy. In 
other parts, ruined cloiſters yet lent a refuge 
from the weather, and ſullenly ſhut out the 
day; while long echoes wandered through the 
whole at the touch of the lighteſt foot; the 
intricacies of the wood beyond, added to the 
magnificence of art the variety of nature. We 
quitted, with regret, our new empire, when 
the ſun left his laſt rays on the tops of the 
1 | e 
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We reſolved to conceal our: ramble, left Fa- 
ther Anthony ſhould forbid us to repeat it. 
Thoſe, Madam, who would maintain a laſting 
ſway over young people, muſt, by ſoftening the 
diſtance of age, ſteal into their confidence. 
Love and reſpect are united, but if fear once 
cloſes the avenues to the heart, no other ſenti- 
ment ever overcomes it; obedience is then ne- 
ver led by inclination, and we rejoice to eſcape 
from haughtineſs or auſterity, however venera- 
ble the form they aſſu me. 

From what trifles ſpring the pureſt pleaſures 
of life I a proſpect, a flower, a ſong can dilate 
the heart, while the paſſions are yet hid in it, 
nor have poiſoned, its ſimplicity, and curtailed 
its enjoyments 0 © en 
Concealed pleaſures are allowed to be the 
greateſt; no remark can be more juſt; to de- 
ceive the watchful, reflects a compliment on 
our own ſagacity, which renders us inſenſible 
ff . , ͤ 279 
- Almoſt every day did we viſit this darling 
ſpot, always, like young birds, venturing one 
'Kep further; and fo often had we ventured 
without ſeeing a human being, that, at laſt, 
we ceaſed to fear. On one ſide the wood 
. ſhelved down for a confiderable way, beyond 
which the road was cut, and mingled with 
"hamlets that gave a promiſe of ſociety, which 
the ruſticity of their inhabitants would not al- 
ee ett... 299 i: 
But you reproach me with loſing time in 
unintereſting deſcriptions.— Ah, Madam ! this 
wood was not always a defart, Chance, or, 
rather I ſhould ſay, Providence, led into its fo- 
litary windings, the man, of all Elizabeth's 
* Es | Court, 
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Court, the moſt diſtinguiſhed: and admired ; 
the man to whom nature had been prodigal of 
every advantage, which art and application ha 
poliſhed to the higheſt perfection. . 
One day, in calling my fiſter, I diſcovered 
in the hollow of the wood and building, a ve- 
ry fine echo; delighted with this, I began ſings 
ing; the notes dying diſtinctly away, formed 
a melancholy ſymphony, when | was interrupt- 
ed by Ellinor, who quitting ſome birds that 
flew tamely to be fed by her hand, ran towards 
the Receſs with great ſpeed, waving to me to 
follow her. We had fo often alarmed: each 
other without any cauſe, that I hardly moved, 
when a noiſe I heard among the trees (which 
grew extremely thick on that: ſpot) alarmed 
me. A voice, that funk at once from my ear 
to my heart, conjured me in the moſt earneft 
manner to ftop. Notwithſtanding the neceſſity 
I found for flying, my eyes longed to claim 
acquaintance with the features to which that 
voice belonged, and my head, by an involun- 
tary motion, was turned over my ſhoulder. 
The gentleman had now made a way through 
the ſhrubs which impeded. his paſſage, and I 
found it impoſſible to retreat but by diſcoveri 
a ſecret it was highly my intereſt to concea 
Perhaps I was not ſorry to have an excuſe to 
my own heart for a raſhneſs it was too ſenſible 
of. The irreſolution of my attitude, which 
was that of a perſon ready every moment to 
run, made him approach with profound: fub- 
miſſion and reſpect; but finding me attempt to 
fly, though almoſt without knowing it, he in- 
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& By whatever chance, ſaid he, nature has 
hid in this ſequeſtered ſpot her faireſt producti- 
ons, permit me, ladies, to derive an advantage 
from it. Believe me, you ſee a man who needs 
too much your compaſſion and aſſiſtance to 
venture to inſult you, were ſuch a thought ca- 
pable of intruding into a heart never yet inhu- 
man. Let me conjure you, then, to judge of 
my intentions by your own, and allow me, 
if you know of an aſylum (and are not, like 
me, driven here by ſome preſent diſtreſs) to 
ſhelter myſelf from aſſaſſins too well prepared to 
take my life, for courage to preſerve it.“ 

The perſon of him who pronounced theſe 
words, made their effect indelible. He appear- 
ed ſomething paſt the bloom of life, but his 
beauty was rather fixed than faded; of a noble 
height and perfect ſymmetry, he would have 
had an air too majeſtic, but that the ſweetneſs 
of his eyes and voice tempered the dignity of 
his mein. His complexion was of a clear and 
poliſhed brown; his eyes large, dark, and bril- 
liant; his hair gracefully marked the turn of 
all his features, and his dreſs was of a dove- 
coloured velvet, mingled with white ſattin and 
ſilver; a crimſon ſaſh inwoven with gold, hung 
from his ſhoulder with a picture; and the order 
of the garter, as well as a foreign one, with 
Which he was inveſted, ſhewed his rank not leſs 
diſtinguiſhed than his perſon. 


Afﬀtoniſhment —anxiety—a thouſand rapid 


ideas melting into each other, and, defying lan- 
guage, confuſed and filenced me; when Elli- 
nor, more miſtreſs of her own judgment, took 
upon her to anſwer, by directing him to Father 
_ Anthony's cell, aſſuring him at the ſame mo- 

1 ment, 
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ment, this was all we could do to ſerve him. 


« Ah, Ellen! cried I, paſſionately ſeizing her 


band, he then muſt return and be murdered!'“ 
Struck with the vehemence of my own words, 


my eyes ſunk to the ground, and changeable 
bluſhes covered my features, which redoubled 
when the ſtranger took my hand, with a grace 
all his own, and bowing on it. | . 

„To your generous intention, Madam, I 
ſhall at leaſt be a debtor— this is not a time or 
place for deliberation———fly, I beſeech you, 
while you are yet able; the villains who purſue 


me, may not reſpect your youth, your beauty, 
or your innocence, and nothing could ſo great- 


ly add to my misfortune as the involving you 
in it. If heaven lengthens my days, I may, 
perhaps, be able to convince you, him you 
wiſhed to ſave is not unworthy your concern; 


if, on the contrary, this proves my laſt, I have 


only to requeſt you will deliver this (untying 
and giving me the picture) to the Queen, who 
will not fail to diſtinguiſh the bearer, 

How, how did every word penetrate my 
| heart—Ah ! how rapid is the progreſs of paſh- 


on, and how, in one moment, does it quicken, 


nay, double every ſenſe and ſenſibility f Ecould, 
with the ſame eaſe, have expoſed *. own bo- 


ſom to the aſſaſſins as his. Fear ſurmounted. 


every prudential conſideration, and I was only 


_ 


going to uſe the caution of enquiring who he | 


was, when the ſound of voices, not far diſ- 
tant, put that out of my head. Retaining, in 
mine, the hand which had hitherto held it, I 
led him through the moſt ſolitary arches to 
the foot of the tomb ; but our aſtoniſhment at 
fight of him, bore no compariſon with his, 


When 
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when he found this to be our habitation. The 
time not admitting any explanation, he afliſted 
us to enter, and followed himſelf ; when, 
ogg Ellinor to watch the approach of thoſe 
we had heard, I conducted him into the large 
room of the Receſs. With an impatient gra- 
titude, he fell at mv feet to thank me for my 
anxiety, but inſtantly ſtarting back, he threw 
me into ſuch, a trepidation, that I ſunk into a 
feat without power to look behind me, imagin- 
ing either that the murderers, or at leaſt, Fa- 
ther Anthony, muſt be at hand; when looking 
around him, and at me by turns, he ex- 
claimed, A iet 1 

„ Merciful heaven | by what ſtrange ordi- 
nation of thine do I find, in this deſart, two 
dead portraits of my unhappy friend, and the 
Queen of Scots, and two' breathing ones, more 
lovely than even themſelves 27 oo 
Imagine my diſtreſs at this ſpeech. I ſaw, 
in one moment, the whole of a ſecret preſerved 
with ſuch caution for ſo many years, commit- 
ted to a ſtranger by an indiſcretion, which ſtill 
1 could not condemn in myſelf. Fluctuating 
with all, the irrcſolution of youth, I now knew 
not whether I ought to deny the truth of what 
he had averred, or repoſe, in turn, à confidence 
in his honour; but the time I had ſpent in 
deliberating convinced him ; for my confuſion 
was an affirmative nothing could overcome. 

e You are ſilent, Madam, cried he, but 
your eloquent eyes imply a doubt it is my duty 
to clear. Oh! if I was capable of wronging your 
confidence, or betraying 'anv ſecret you wiſh 
concealed, heaven would have abandoned me to 
the fate from which its faireſt daughters ſaved 

* | me. 
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me. Look but at that picture, and you will | 
find an indubitable evidence of my ſincerity. 

It was the picture of Elizabeth, given by 
herſelf to Robert e as the inſcription ar 


formed me. 
« Ah! have 1 then, birt L yon * ä 


happy means of diſcharging the debt long waren 


to Lord Leiceſter ?““ 
©. How, how have I been * n re- 


turned he, as to diſtinguiſh myſelf to you ?—If 


] durſt believe, and yet it muſt be ſo—for how! 
ſhould a leſs lovely mother give being to ſuch 
children, and how, otherwiſe, ſhould ſuch 
matchleſs beauty and elegance be hid in a de- 
ſart? Tell me, I conjure you, Madam, whe- 
ther my paſt friendſhip with the Duke of Nor- 
folk, does intitle me to yours? 

It does, indeed, my Lord, cried 5 8 
ing into tears at the name of my father) to my 


eternal gratitude. Your frank avowal ſets me 


above all diſſimulation; I dare own to you, you 


have 3 my birth moſt truly.” 


«© But, why then were you buried in this foli- 
tude ? Why not acknowledged in France?“ 

„Ah, my Lord! might I not, with muck 
more reaſon demand, how the favorite of Eliza- 
beth came anatienied and alone to ſeek; in * 
ſolitude, an aſylum from aſſaſſins ?““? 

« I will reply to you with candor, Madam 
added he, and thus beſpeak your confidence. 
The favor of a ſovereign may eaſily make us 
great, but many circumftances muſt concur to 
make us r ; and when you hear fome events 
of my life, I may promiſe mT your com- 
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Ellinor, having executed her commiſſion, re- 
joined us at this moment. I will frankly con- 
feſs I wiſhed her abſence, and had impoſed a taſk 
on her I could never have executed. The pre- 
ſence of Lord Leiceſter had awakened in my 
mind a thouſand hopes and wiſhes unknown be- 
fore. Not recolleCting the improbability of his 
paſſing ſo 8 years without forming tender 
attachments, almoſt unconſciouſly I aired to 
his heart; and my apprehenſion of Ellinor's 
ſuperior charms, had made me meanly cheat her 
of an opportunity of making a firſt impreſſion: 


by ſubmitting to my injuſtice ſhe rendered me 


ſenſible of it in the moſt generous manner, and 
the care I then took to diſplay her merit, induced 
my Lord to imagine regarded him with indiffer- 
ence. Thus I reaped a double advantage from 
my return to rectitule. 

My ſiſter informed us, ſhe had ſeen four men 


_ examining every part of the ruins ; certain Lord 


Leiceſter muſt be hid among them, as one had 
picked up his hat (which he doubtleſs dropt 
when he addreſſed me, and ſwearing never to 
quit the wood till they had found him, they ſe- 
parated to purſue the ſearch. | 

I turned pale at this terrible intelligence, 
which made his departure impoſſible; but as we 
every moment expected Father Anthony, who 
might have a ſhare in the alarm the aſſaſſins 
would occaſion, we agreed to hide my Lord in 
Mrs. Marlow's chamber, which had been hi- 
therto deſerted, and a place where none but 
ourſelves would ſeek him. | 

It was now evening, and as the age and infir- 
mities of our maid rendered her rather an in- 
cumbrance than relief, we ſet before Lord Lei- 


ceſter 
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ceſter a repaſt, perhaps more adapted to his 
health than his appetite, but all that our Retreat 
at that time afforded; and, withdrawing, left 
him that we might be ready if our guardian 
ſhould viſit us. | | 
As I would not have you imagine, however 
we were indebted to nature, the ſurpriſe Lord 
Leiceſter expreſſed, ſprung only from our beau- 
ty, I muſt obſerve to you, we dreſt to the taſte 
of Mrs. Marlow, rather than that of any coun- 
try; and thoſe habits which covered happy 
hearts, preſerve a long ſuperiority in the fancy. 
Cloſe jackets and coats, of pale' grey, were 
trimmed round the ſkirts and ſleeves with black 
bugle fringe; the collars were thrown back from 
the throat and cheſt with point lace, and tied at 
the boſom with black taſſels; our hair, which 
was very thick, covered our necks and foreheads, | 
falling in rings from under cambrick coifs ; 
ſmall beaver hats, with high crowns, and way- 
ing black feathers, completed our appearance, at 
once too ruſtic and too elegant not to ſtrike every 
perſon. ' Simplicity is the perfection of dreſs, 
and Ellinor preſents herſelf in that I have de- 
ſcribed, more beautiful than when adorned with 
all the gaudy trappings pride and luxury has in- 
vented. She had an arch, a ſmiling eye, which, 
while it indicated obſervation, teemed with 
good nature; a complexion perfectly fair, and 
delicately heightened by a bloom which came 
from the heart, as its changeableneſs implied ; a 
oraceful ſtature, and a manner which won al- 
moſt every one to love her half as well as I did. 
But I need not expatiate on my Ellen's charac- 
ter ; though dormant at preſent, it will * 
man 
1 x 
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heart, would, by a contraſt with tho 


as res kc. 
mand your compaſſion in the hardeſt trials of 


| life. 


Love, Madam, is the parent of art. Wen 


we deft Lord Leiceſter, without declaring my 


own ſentiments concerning him, I fought to pe- 
netrate into my ſiſter's, for that conſtant error 
of a firſt paſſion had infected me, and I fancied 


the man who had ſubdued my heart, might thoſe 


of all my ſex: every glance increaſes 'a fear ſo 
revs 1 thought conſtantly I read in her 
ideas afflitingly ſimilar to my own; yet the 
Ivey ſenſe ſhe expreſſed at our indiſcretion, 
which ſhe eaſily conceived would put us in the 
wer of Elizabeth's favorite, made me very 
doubtful ; for although the ſame apprehenſion | 


occurred to me, the confidence I already had in 


his honor, and the ſtrong anxiety J felt, for his 
ne, made it a faint and diftant alarm. 

This night I firſt found my reſt diſturbed by 
the reflections of my mind. I hoped one mo- 
ment every thing. Tassen ff the ſimpli- 
city of my education, and the puri tf of my 

e of the 


court, atone for the want of that poliſh a court 


Wine can give; the obſcurity of my birth, I 


found too ſenſibly A misfortune, and Wil- 
ing my compaſſion for the firſt time from my pa- 
rents, beſtowed it on myſelf. Vet again would 
I ſay, can he deſpiſe the daughter of his- friend? 
will he deſtine me to ſuffer for an indiſcretion in 

which I had no ſhare! Oh! let me judge his 
heart by my own, which already feels the ſove- 
reignty of the univerſe would be too little for 


| ha ppineſs, if he was not to partake it. 


he calm reſt of my ſiſter ſet my heart at 2 


ing her; I told every moment as it paſſed, 
| 1 N a 
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anxiouſly expecting that in which Lord Leiceſ- 
ter was to begin his narration. I had exhauſted 
the few misfortunes my imagination had trea- 
ſured, without being able to find any which 
could, in ſo well governed. a country, reduce a 
man of his diſtinction to flight; but how, un- 
tainted with the vices of the world, could I gueſs 
at the real one? 

Without acquainting Lord Taba who 
had the conduct of our education, we made 
him ſenſible we had reaſons for concealing him 
from every perſon: he had too much politeneſs 
to preſs for an explanation, and we were com- 
pelled to leave him alone till the departure of 
Father Anthony ſhould give us an pte 
to liſten to his hiſtoryj. 

The Father, always ſlow and . ſcem- 
ed this day to have gained an addition to thoſe 
qualities; inſtead of retiring after dinner, as 
uſual, he began a long diſcourſe (from a mo- 
mentary impatience I had diſcovered through 
ſome trifling occaſion) on the ſubduing our paſ- 
ſions, every word of which augmented mine, 
and the leſs we ſeemed ſenſible of his argument, 
the more he was inclined to prolixity, till my 
impatience having ariſen to the greateſt height, 
allayed of itſelf; and I learnt, nothing but ac- 
quieſcing in all he advanced, could put a period 
to the tedious converſation. This nete ſuc- 
ceeded; he departed, and without ſtaying a 
moment longer than was neceſſary to aſcertain 
that circumſtance, we releaſed the Earl, and 
conducted bim bp our great room, as we called 
— | 
Lord Lone did not delay to gratify our eu- 
; elt. but began his ſtory thus: (for to pre- 


vent 


7 
| 
& 
L i 5 
U 4 3 
L 
ji 4 
q 44 
= 
© 

WF. 

6 
- 4 
þ 1 
4 
. 

it 
. 
\ 
1 
j : 
1 
4 ; 
* 
0 . 
U 
* 4 
1 
* 1 

BY i 

w 17 
19 in 
b 

+. 

. 7 
r 4+ N 

193 { 

tp 56, 

© , a 

: iP 

9 18 
ty 
i * * 

- 

.- 8 
1 
OM 

v 
b ſr 4 4 
As: ' 
5 994 q 4 
; 
; 1 
„ 

x 1. 3 4 

37 * 
__ 

R 3 * 

is! : 

4 it 
414 1 

15 2 
if” lh 

4 8 , 

. 
44> 
_ 7 
4 * 
nM 
i = 
1 
== 
"A = 
. 
a 
741 
25 
. 4 
: 
: 4 
5 4 — 
— 1 

7 ; 

Z 81 

4.1 1. 

Tt, 
4 ov 
1 
Fe 77 19 
* * E 7 

114 2 

. 

1 

5 1 * 

ii ; 
3-8 
2 
N Y 
. 4 
i 
k . 
3 4 
1 ö 
, » 
_— . 
r 
* 4 

t 4 1#1 
* 4 Vr 
3 i 
x is 1 
1 [- 
1b 4 

» A 
' 
* 
__ 
” 

$ *7 
i ; % 

[1 
1. 4 

: 
p 1 

£ 

p 4 
1 L 
g F 
| v1 
G : 

3 

bl *s * 

. ＋ þ 

= 4 : 

s TH 

* y 
+4 

1 22 

|; qa 
? LE 

"4 mo 

I : 

1 * 

r 
i x F 8 

3 
i Iv 

1 

I 
r 
3 
1 3 

N. 

14 {> F 
ES: 

2 þ * 9 = 

3%: 18 

FI = * 

. 

L 7 * 

4 1 : * 

4 1.1 

* * — 

* 7 1. ak 

—_ 

Af 4/4, 7,298 : 
"8 
_—— 
. ir 

1, Ws 

1 be”. 2 
. 
1 1 

0 © M8 

7 1 97 

+: > = 
+ > 
* . 
14 fs 5 
\ 15:Y 

2 v * 

1 
_ 
l „ 7 * 

1 
0 


„ nE es g. 


vent the cold neſs a relater always gives to events, 
and as almoſt the very words are familiar to my 
memory, whenever a narration occurs, I, in juſ- 
tice to the perſon concerned, ſhall give him the 


power of ſpeaking for himſelf.) ö | 


Sprung from a family too diſtinguiſhed to 


be unknown to. you, ladies, I might paſs over 
the early part of my life in ſilence, did not one 
circumſtance in it account for the honours and 


favors my royal miſtreſs has delighted to ſhower 
upon me. The laſt of five ſons, I was too 
young to be ſenſible of the loſs when my-unhap- 


py family were ſacrificed to their own ambition 
and epiſcopal tyranny. Without any fortune, 
and obnoxious to thoſe who had trembled at the 


very name of Northumberland, no happier fate 
had awaited me from the perſecutions of Mary's 


reign (a time which will fill the lateſt with hor- 
ror) had not the Earl of Arundel generouſly 
ſcreened me from her rage. He had me conduct- 


ed from a ſeat of my father's, beſtowed on him 


by the Queen, to Hubert Hall, a noble one of 

his own, where I was educated with his chil- 
dren, without being known to the world. The 
kindneſs of this nobleman well deſerves comme- 


moration, ſince to the compaſſion: awakened by 
my youth and helpleſs ſtate, nothing was added 
but a grateful remembrance of a ſmall favor the 


Lord Guilford had ſhewn him, at a time when 


his religion was more feared, though leſs puniſh- 
ed, than ours then was. Senſible of all his ge- 
neroſity, I neglected nothing to prove my grati- 
tude; and habit giving me the ſame advantage in 
his affection with his own children, he ſeemed 
to take pleaſure in numbering me among them, 
and propoſed to unite me to one of his daughters, 
| ” who 
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who had from her infancy entertained a partiali- 
ty for me. Fate was againſt him; for of the 
four lovely children he had when I was added to 
the number, I ſaw him without one, when I 
was but fifteen. Theſe loſles, far from ſouring 
his temper, only ſoftened it; he bent himſelf 
more intently on eſtabliſhing: me in all his for- 
tunes, and was not without hopes of obtaining 
the reverſion of his title for me. Miſs Lineric, 
the daughter of his ſiſter, and the heireſs of a 
large fortune, - beſides what ſhe might hope from 
him, was the lady he made choice of for me; 

andthe agreement was formed with her father 
and guardians, without my knowledge; nor did 
I venture on being aſked for it, to refuſe my 
conſent, although FP bad never ſeen the lady, and 
found my heart utterly repugnant to a match in 
which it had no ſhare. e WS x, 
The princeſs Elizabeth, (whoſe noble endur- 
ance of an -unjuſt impriſonment, will reflet 
eternal honour on her prudence) was, during 
the life of her ſiſter, kept in cloſe captivity ; va» 
rious Lords, as various fears obliged them to 
change, had the charge of her; the Earl of 
Arundel was for a ſhort time entruſted with the 
important office, and thus was I early introduced 
to the knowledge of that pious lady. Far from 
extending the prejudices ſhe might juſtly have 
imbibed againſt my family to me, ſhe was 
pleaſed to honour me with her notice; to take 
amuſement in poliſhing my manners and accom- 
pliſhing my mind. Brought up a Catholic, it 
was to her T owed the enlightening of my under- 
ſtanding, and the diſcretion to conceal a differ- 
ence of opinion from my benefactor, which 
might have alienated, and perhaps broken his 


heart. 
You. . D My 
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My attachment to her was as great as her own 
_ goodneſs; I longed, with the ardour of youth, 
to ſignalize myſelf in her ſervice; nor was it 
long before an occaſion offered. The Earl of 
Devonſhire, actuated, either by love or ambiti- 
on, flattered himſelf that the Princeſs's captivi- 
ty would make her gladly embrace a propoſal of 
marriage: he engaged many noblemen who fa- 
voured the Proteſtant religion in the ſcheme, and 
he imagined nothing was neceſſary towards ob- 
raining her conſent but her knowledge of the 
deſign. To effect this, he diſguifed himſelf as 
a gardener, and-worked ſeveral days in the hope 
of ſeeing Elizabeth, but in vain; for the 
Queen's orders were ſo ſtrict, that ſhe was al- 
lowed for exerciſe only a long gallery with lat- 
ticed windows, which joined to her apartment. 
The awkwardneſs of the Earl in his new em- 
ployment, of which I was fond, and conſe- 
quently a competent judge, caught my attenti- 
on; I ſpoke to him, and the involuntary tremor, 
cauſed by a fear of detection, ſtrengthened my 
ſuſpicion ; he eluded my queſtions with too much 
exactneſs, to be what he affected; and this I 
mentioned caſually to the Princeſs, while enter- 
taining her in the gallery: ſhe liſtened to what 
J ſaid attentively, and then walking to the win- 
dow, deſired me to point out the man; he was 
ſitting to reſt himſelf, with his eyes fixed intently 
on the houſe:;; Elizabeth remained at the window 
buried in thought; at laſt, turning towards me, 


me demanded, if I eſteemed her enough to run 


ſome hazard for her ſake ? I aſſured her with an 
eagerneſs proportioned to the deſire I had to 
ferve her, that ſhe could command nothing I 
would not execute with joy. She replied, ** had 
| not 
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not ſhe expected ſuch an anſwer, ſhe had not 
ventured ſuca a queſtion ;—what I wiſh then, 
continued the Princeſs, is that, when you can 
find him alone, you will tell that man, I have 
ſeen, and know him; and ſince I cannot doubt 
his intention is to render me ſome ſervice, I re- 
queſt he will ſignify its nature by you; but as 
he may doubt the ſincerity of a gentleman, whoſe 
intereſt ſeems ſo oppoſite to his own, ſhew him 
this jewel, he will remember it, and ſay I bid 
you tell him, it was the gift of his father to me 
ſome years ago. 8 1 | | 
oh The Princeſs then took from her arm a re- 
markable diamond, and gave it to my care; I 
withdrew from her preſence, and never did night 
ſeem longer than that I ſpent, before it was poſ- 
ſible for me to execute her command; but re- 
ſolved not to loſe a moment, I aroſe veryearly, 
and placed myſelf in a thicket, through which 
I knew he muſt paſs. His reluctance to mix 
with the daily labourers, whoſe happineſs 
reaches not beyond a coarſe meal, and a coarſe 
jeſt, made him uſually come alone, and when 
the reſt were paſt, I ſaw him approach. Cer- 
tain, without knowing who he was, that he 
muſt be a man of diſtinction, I drew near him 
with reſpect, and delivered my embaſſy; the 
confuſion and doubt my addreſs occaſioned, va- 
niſhed at the ſight of the diamond ; he fell into 
raptures at the goodneſs of the Princeſs, and no 
words ſeemed ſufficient to teſtify his gratitude 
Z 42 6544 Or Ig 
Acquainted enough with the world to know 
the placing a confidence is the ſureſt way of at- 
taching a young mind, he made no ſecret of his 
e 1 bt: name, 
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name, and gave into my hands a letter as valua- 
ble to him as his life. 

Elizabeth, diſguſted at the free hope he ex- 
preſt, or perhaps unwilling to remove herſelf 
{ill farther from the throne by offending her 
ſiſter, declined the propoſal of the Earl, who 
neglected no inſtance to induce her to change 
her mind, as he could neve hope to find a time 
ſo favorable for her eſcape: he fancied at laſt, I 
had an intereſt in her rejecting him, and When | 
nothing could prevail with her, laviſhed all his 
reproaches on me, as the capital obſtacle. I 
know not 'to what extremities he might have 
carried his reſentment, had not Lord Arundel], 
to whom' the head gardener had declared his ſuſ- 
picion of this man, from having found ſome 
jewels ſewed in his garb, cauſed him to be ap- 
prehended ; but his ill health and infirmities, 
diſabling him from an immediate examination, 
notice was ſent to the Court, and the Earl con- 
fined with caution. The Princeſs alarmed at 
this accident, which ſhe foreſaw her enemies 
would conſtrue to her diſadvantage, without 
giving her a chance to juſtify herſelf, forgot 
that calmneſs, which conſtituted in her early 

ears the meritorious part of her character. I 
too ſenſibly felt her afflictions, not to participate 
in this; and to prove my ſympathy, formed a 
deſign, which the romantic generoſity incident 
to youth alone could juſtify. 

LacriBed with the charge of the criminal, it 
was very eaſy for me, in the dead of night, 'to 
ſet him free; but to render my generoſity com- 
plete and enſure his eſcape, I ordered a horſe to 
be in readineſs in the thicket as for myſelf, and 


furniſhing him with ſome clothes of my own, 
conducted 


I 
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conducted him to the garden gate, and returned 
more ſatisfied with my own conduct than I ever 
yet had been. „ f 


The conſequences of his eſcape ſuggeſted 


themſel ves immediately to Lord Arundel on his 
receiving the information; he ſent for me, as 
my connivance was evident, and angry at my 
refuſing even a reaſon for it, ſave the promiſe 1 
had made, he ordered me to be confined, and 
diſpatched a meſſenger to Court with the full 
particulars of the priſoner's enlargement. A 
ſhort time, however, abated his reſentment; he 
reproached himſelf for a raſtineſs as culpable as 
my own, and ſent ſeveral of his ſervants to ſtay 
the firſt, but not finding him return, he was 
pleaſed at once to forget my obſtinacy, and, by 
coming to viſit me, ſhew he pardoned my fault, 
—He then told me he had nothing to propoſe, 
that , would enſure my ſafety, but immediate 
flight; and not doubting. that he could appeaſe 
the Queen, recommended me to ſet out imme- 
diately for Ireland, to take refuge with his bro- 


ther-in-law, Sir Patrick Lineric. | Overwhelm- 


ed with his goodneſs, I had no way, to atone for 
my error, but obedjence, and prepared for my 
journey without heſitation the . reluctance 
with which the Earl parted from me, was a cut- 
ting reproach); but heaven did not ſuffer me to 


eſcape unpuniſhed : I was met on the road by a2 


party of guards, conducted by the firſt: meflen- 
ger, who, ignorant of the change in Lord Arun- 
del's reſolution, imagined I was making my eſ- 
cape likewiſe, and conjured the officer to ſeize 
me: aſtoniſhed at a ſtroxe ſo. unforeſeen and un- 


lucky, I delivered up my arms without reſiſt- 
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ance, and was conducted to the Tower of Lon- 
don. c RO TRA INT. 
Some days elapſed without my ſeeing any but 
my guard, when I was conducted before the 
privy council, and | interrogated concerning 
what I knew of the priſoner and his deſigns ; 
but refuſing to anſwer, I was remanded back to 
a cloſer dungeon and harder fare. This was re- 
peated ſeveral times, inſomuch that I was aſto- 
niſhed at not being tried and ſentenced by the 
law ; when one day I was agreeably ſurprized at 
ſeeing Lord Arundel enter my priſon. Want of 
air and proper food had fo altered me, that the 
good man, neglecting his commiſſion, wept like 
an infant on my neck; but recovering, and re- 
membering he was not ſent to conſole me, and 
had witneſſes attending to report our difcourſe, 
he began with conjuring me, by every power 
he had over me, as a father, a guardian, and a 
friend, to provide for my own ſafety by a diſco- 
very of all I knew, without which my life would 
be devoted, in ſpite of his efforts, and the af- 
fliction of loſing the only prop of his age, would 
infallibly ſhorten his days. . 

The gentleneſs of this addreſs, the concern 
which wrung every venerable feature, pierced 
my ſoul; and, although I could not betray the 
Princeſs, I will candidly confeſs I lamented my 
raſh officiouſneſs ; but as repentance was fruit- 
leſs, I had only to ſummon patience to endure 
an evil I had brought on myſelf : nevertheleſs, 
to afflict the benefactor, to whoſe goodnefs I 
owed all, was atrial indeed. I threw myſelf at 
his feet, I conjured him only to remember my 
obſtinacy, to caſt me from his heart, but never 
to employ a power I revered, to make me * | 

an 
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and contemptible, —aſſuring him, an honoura- ' 


ble death was, in my eyes, infinitely more to be 
deſired than a life prolonged by treachery and 
ingratitude. He regarded me with attention, 
and after ſeeming to deliberate for a moment, he 
proceeded to offer me the moſt ſplendid rewards. 
1 ſtopt him; ** oh, my Lord! exclaimed I, can 
you think 9:19)! of the man before you, as 
to believe, after reſiſting your intreaties, he can 
poorly be bribed to do ill; how truly unworthy 
then were I of the name of your ſon??? © © 
„What can I ſay?” ſaid he, turning to ſome 
men preſent, and drawing his hands from mine 
to claſp them together in an agony of grief; 
«©. how ſeek to corrupt a conſtancy I admire ? 
Adieu, my dear ſon, I am unequal to the taſk 
impoſed on me, May the God who taught you 
principles fo juſt, bleſs and prote& you, what- 
ever your fate; my days may ſtill be fewer than 
yours, and this is, perhaps, an eternal fare- 
well. —Adieu again, I will never forget you ;” 
ſaying theſe words, he caught hold of ſome 
perſons preſent, who rather carried than led him 

out. | | 

I had before this been ſupported by pride, but 
the ſenſe of doing wrong, had never mingled 
with my feelings till now: my own life had hi- 
therto preſented nothing to make ir particularly 
valuable; but that of Lord Arundel, was a blei- 
ſing to himſelf and his country : amd what right 
had I to ſhorten it? I, whoſe peculiar duty it 
was to watch over his decay, and ſmooth his 
paſſage to the grave; this remembrance gave'me 

inexpreſſible grief. . e 
I found likewiſe that the court, from my re- 
ſolution, imagined the plot of much more con- 
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ſequence than it really was; yet after ſo many 
denials I could not declare the whole, without 
bringing an imputation, more terrible than 
death, on my memory: I therefore called to- 
gether every reflection that could fortify my 
mind, and waited my fate with compoſure. 

A very few days after this interview put an 
end. to the life of the Queen, whoſe cruelty 
caſt a blot alike on her ſex and religion, and 
Elizabeth being placed on the throne by the 
voice of the people, made the opening of my 
priſon doors one of her firſt cares; ſhe did me 
the honour of ſeeing me in the gatments L had 
worn in my confinement, and gave me her royal 
word that ſhe could find no greater pleaſure in 
her ſovereignty, than that of rewarding my 
fidelity. : 5 
An allay was prepared to this ſatisfaction; 
Lord Arundell expired the night before of the 
gout in his ſtomach; but, knowing I might 
claim my ſafety from the new Queen, he had 
left me joint heir with his niece, of bis eſtates, 
with only one condition, which was, that of 
marrying her; ordering the covenant ſhould be 
fulfilled in two years, and if either party refuſed_ 
to comply, his or her ſhare of the fortune 
ſhould go to the other. —All the advantages I 
could have reaped, had he left me ſole heir of 
his wealth, would never have recompenſed me 
for his loſs. This blow leſſened the hopes of 


my life; I had promiſed myſelf in the firſt mo- 


ments of my freedom, to convince this nobly 
diſintereſted friend, that independence could 
never leſſen my gratitude, but would rather 
increaſe. an attachment to which the malici- 

| Ous 
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ous.could then 77095 no motive but the Lan 
one. 

The Queen, in the felt years of * reign, 
loaded me with honors, called me her knight, 
nor entered into 8 amuſement in Which I 
was not a party. The obſequious behaviour 
of my equals, flattered a vanity latent in my 
hears} and perſuaded me they ſaw deeper into 
her intentions thag myſelf. I was much 
younger than Elizabeth, and involved in ano- 
ther engagement, yet the world thought ſhe 
loved me; but being little diſpoſed to matri- 
mony, and by the Queen's bounty enabled to 
indulge myſelf, I gave up to Mils Lineric the 
eſtates of her uncle, without even ſeeing her, 
becauſe I would not offend the relation of Lord 
Arundell, by giving the world reaſon to believe 
I did it from diſtaſte. This circumſtance nd 
ſooner reached the ear of the Queen, than it 
filled her with gladneſs viſible to the whole 
Court, which confirmed them in the belief 1 
was deſtined" one day to ſhare her rank. I had 
reaſon” to be convinced, from many circum- 
ſtances of the Queen's donde known but to 
myſelf, that ſhe really had an affeQion for me, 
and only waited till ſome of the elder nobility, 
who were my rivals, had given up the purſuit, 
and till my years allowed her to make me her 
choice, without i a Lenſute on her _ 
dence. 51 85210 

Attached to Elizabeth rather by gratitude 
than affection, I had patience enough. to wait 
her reſolution, and entertained myſelf rather 
with the gaieties, than the politics of the 
kin gdom. It was at this time the beautiful 
Mary of Scotland ſhone forth (fatally for her- 
D 5 ſelf) 
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ſelf ) the rival of Elizabeth, and deſtroyed that 
peace which proſperity and admiration had con- 
tributed to beſtow on our Queen. In the ad- 
verſity of her youth, ſhe flattered herſelf with 
ſupporting a ſuperiority over her oppreſſor by a 
diſcreet ſubmiſſion ; but to meet with ſo pow- 
erful a rival in beauty, talents and empire, 
when at the ſummit of her glory, was a ſtroke 
as mortifying as unexpected: She ever ſickened 
at the name of Mary, and, by extravagant 
praiſes, pointed the ſevere remarks ſhe continu- 
ally made on her conduct. She{ maintained 
with a rigid exactneſs the advantages ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed, from the ſituation. of her kingdom, over 
ber neighbour, and | continually affected to 
chuſe her a huſband ſrom the handſome and 
diſſolute nobles of her Court. Melvil, the 
Scotch Ambaſſador, among other preſents to 
Elizabeth, brought with him a picture of the 
Queen of Scotland; it was done by a French 
artiſt exquiſitely ſkilled; this little portrait 
Elizabeth always wore hanging to her breaſt 5 
I never. beheld it without admiring the fineſt 
imitation-art could execute of the moſt finiſhed 
production of nature. One evening while the 
Queen was converſing with me, my eyes, by a 
kind of habit, were fixed on this ornament: 
the ſuddenly roſe, and retired in great wrath to 
her apartment. She ſhut herſelf up three days 
before the extravagance of her reſentment per- 
mitted her to form any reſolution ; at laſt the 
Counteſs of Somerſet came to me with the pic- 
ture, and an aſſurance from the Queen, that as 
the perceived I could never be happy without 
the original, ſhe ſhould alter her deſigns, _ 
FT ot; „ Engto 8 yo yl 
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had ſent directions to the Earl of Bedford to 
propoſe me to Mary. 3 0 
T hunder-ſtruck at ſo exceſſive and ridiculous 

a jealouſy, I neglected nothing to ſatisfy the 
Queen; I made a thouſand proteſtations of my 
indifference to the Queen of Scots in vain; 
Elizabeth's pride was offended, and that was the 

' hardeſt to appeaſe of all her paſſions - ſhe in- 
ſiſted on my keeping the picture, and haugh- 
tily forbad me ever to remember her but as my 
ſovereign, LR 5 CES 
I retired from her preſence picqued by her 
haughtineſs, which, though a quality adapted 

to her rank, is diſguſting in her ſex. The 

picture of Mary was yet in my hand—when 1 
remembered the ſweetneſs and affability ſhe was 
famed for, the infinite ſuperiority of her 
charms, and the ſoftneſs of her character, I 
was grateful to Elizabeth for her anger ; fince 
it broke the ties my gratitude had formed, and 
left me in hope of a happier fate. I repented a 
meſſage I had ſent off to the Earl of Bedford 
to forbid his mentioning my name, and only 
| wiſhed it might arrive too late.—In my union 
with Elizabeth I ſaw I muſt be a cypher, for 
ſhe was jealous to exceſs of her power: with 
Mary I might ſhare a kingdom, and, by ftudy- 
ing her humour, render her and myſelf happy. 
All our wiſhes are not, however, to be ſuc 
ceſsful. The Queen of Scots, prepoſſeſſed that 
Elizabeth intended to raiſe me to the throne 
of England, believed the propoſal a jeſt, and 
treated it as ſuch. The Earl of Bed ord gave 
into this, from a conviction he ſhould oblige 
me by it, and thus I found myſelf, after hav- 


ing 
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ing afpired to two Queens, without hopes of 
either. N + 21% 
From the moment of my being neglected by 
Elizabeth, I had found myſelf in the condition 
of thoſe favorites who fall from the pinnacle 
of greatneſs. to obſcurity. After ſeeing my 
reſence make a circle, and my apartment a 
-ourt, I appeared alone, or continued in ſoli- 
tude. Vanity, and not generoſity, had go- 
erned me, and of thoſe who followed, no one 
really loved, and all envied me; they rejoiced 
in my diſgrace, and ridiculed my ambition. 
What ſhall I ſay, ladies? ſhall. I give falſe mo- 
tives for my actions, or confeſs faults my youth 
may excuſe? I muſt be ſincere, whether that 
ſincerity intereſts you in my favour or other- 
TTT!!!“ ¼'u7ĩ²˙ ͤ £9 oo bent... 
| Reſolved, at all events to have the pleaſure of 
mortifying my enemies—lI wrote to the Queen, 
aſſuring her, the honors ſhe had loaded me 
with, were incumbrances, ſince ſhe had with- 
drawn her favor, and if my offence (unwitting 
as it was) exceeded forgiveneſs, I requeſted to 
refign my employments and retire to Kenil- 
worth. This letter I took an opportunity of 
preſenting to her in the gardens of Sheen, and, 
En from pronouncing a ſevere ſentence, ſhe 
was. pleaſed. to ſhed. tears, and tenderly re- 
proach. me on the lightneſs of my attachment; 
en which I took the picture of the Queen of 
Scots, and caſting it into the Thames, entreat- 


5 # her to bury with it the remembrance: of my 


fault. — She gave me her hand to kiſs, and I had 
the pride of leading her to the Court, re- inſtat- 
TV bio - 245 $3.3. $35.4 
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This diſgrace taught me a- uſeful: leſſon; 
which was to employ, my power but to ſerve 
the worthy, the only way to ſecure! friends and 


avoid making enemies. I learnt how- to rate 


juſtly all who. ſurrounded me, to deſpiſe flat- 
tery, and by never elevating myſelf, - put-it,out 


of the power of malice. or envy in future to 


humiliate me.. The Queen was preſſed. by the 
Parliament to marry; ſhe had promiſed to de- 


liberate on the propoſal, and my intereſt in her 


heart, made me hope a favorable concluſion to 


my ſuit, when an unfortunate chance overturn- 


ed all my ſchemes and hopes, and made me 
tremble whenever the Queen opened her lips to 
me, leſt I ſhould hear a reſolution which was ſo 
lately my utmoſt wiſhs!. 5 roo d nd 
Sir Walter, the head of the Devereux family; 
was lately created Earl of Eſſex; he had been 
ſent to Ireland to ſubdue the rebels, where he 
married. He returned to Court to preſent: his 
bride,” whom I had. ſcarce regarded a moment, 
when my heart became ſenſible of a- ſentiment 
unknown to it before. I was ambitious of ther 
notice, and envied the courtiers who ſurrounded 
her; I yet trembled to approach her, and the 
compliment of introduction was delivered by 
me with a low voice and timid air; the cold 
dignity of her manner, and her inſtantly turn 
ing from me to converſe with Lord Sands, 
affronted me highly. I examined all I had-faid 
or done, but not finding any thing exception- 
able on my part, I condemned her as; a flattered 


girls vain of accidental; advantages even to fol- 


ly ;. I retired with the Queen without taking 


any farther notice of Lady Eſſex. The Queen 


gave a ball that eveniug: 1 dreſt ſeveral. hours 
2114 : too 


Is, 
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too ſoon, and continually fancied the clock 
food. Not doubting that I had the power of 
mortifying Lady Eſſex, I determined to uſe it; 
even her Lord ſeemed united in her offence, 
though I had no complaint to make againſt 
him but that he had married her. In ſhort, 
pleaſed or angry, I could thing of nothing but 
Her, and though I ſtaid at home till quite 
tired, I found myſelf the firſt in the drawing 
room. TALE 4 
The Queen learning I was there, and pleaſed 
with my attention, which ſhe placed to her own 
account, ſent for me to her cloſet ; amon 
other queſtions ſhe aſked how I liked Lady 
Eſſex, and the aſperity with which I cenſured 
her, was far from diſpleaſing Elizabeth, who 
had a talent for ſatire and was fond of all who 
excelled in it. 55 25 e 
We entered the room at the ſame moment 
with the lovely bride, more obviouſly ſo as more 
adorned. The Queen turned to me who was 
leaning on the back of her chair“ I think, 
ſaid ſhe, my Lord, I muſt take the liberty of 
appointing you to dance with Lady Eſſex, that 
the Court may have an opportunity of admir- 
ing how well I have matched her.“ I 
thought, returned I, your Majeſty had promiſed 
me the | pleaſure of entertaining you; and, 
ſurely Lady Eſſex has matched herſelf much 
more | happily.” Lord Leiceſter, madam, 
"ſaid that Lady, in an ironical tone, is uniform 
in his opinion reſpecting me, and for once I 
agree with him.” - Saying this, ſhe gave her 
händ to her Lord, who honored the younger 
Cecil with it. Amazed at a pique, I could no 
way explain, I remained in a ſullen reverie, — 
902 6 the 
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the Queen interrupted it by aſking, if I did 
not think Lady Eſſex's wit inclined to the 
ſevere? I replied, „when I knew whether ſhe 
had any ſenſe, I ſhould judge of her wit, but 
that at preſent ſhe was perfectly unintelligible 
to me.. Why, ſurely my Lord, cried” the 
Queen, leaning on the arm of her chair, and 
raiſing her eyes to mine, you know ſhe was 
Miſs Kjolrie ?*” What a fund of intelligence 
was conveyed in theſe few words, and what a 
revolution did they make in my mind! To 
find I had refuſed, and in refuſing inſulted the 
woman on whom my happineſs muſt depend, 
or, rather, from whoſe reſentment my miſery 
was begun.——Pride, anger, and ambition va- 
niſhed; my heart overflowing with chagrin and 
love, applauded her juſt diſdain, and owned 
ſhe could never deſpiſe me for my ſtupidity half 
ſo much as I did myſelf. Inſenſible to all the 
diſcourſe of the Queen, my eyes purſued' with 
a vain and late regret the n bride, till 


the meanders of the dance eluded my fight, I 


ſtruck my head in a tranſport againſt the 
Queen's chair, and being obliged to excuſe 
myſelf, complained of a vertigo and retired. 
I 'was interrupted in the midſt of the diſagree- 
able reflections ariſing from the paſt ſcene, by 
Elizabeth's phyſician, whom ſhe had graciouſly 
ordered to attend me. He eaſily invented a rea- 
ſon for a malady his art could neither cauſe or 
cute, and having directed me to be bled, left 
me to repoſe. The Queen ſent ſeveral meſfen- 
gers to enquire. after me, and when TI paid my 
duty next to her, almoſt gave me a relapſe by 
diſmiſſing her attendants. Perplexed and unea- 
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ſy, I hardly dared to raiſe my eyes, or antici- 
pate her determination, I met bers, which 
ſeemed equally. irreſolute, and a pauſe of a 
wo moments was at laſt interrupted by Elia: 
th. 
She informed me, that aſter the moſt mature 
deliberation, ſhe found, that although ſhe pre- 
ferred. me to all men exiſting, ſhe could not 
by marrying! make me happy, or be ſo herſelf; 
that in yielding to this weakneſs of her heart, 


ſhe ſhould for ever ſully her reputation for wiſ- 


dom, which would always, while ſingle, teach 


her how to manage other potentates, either by 


hope or fear; and that ſuch a degradation, in 


Sonerg] opinion, would too ſenſibly affect her. 


Leiceſter, ſaid; ſhe, thou ſeeſt my ingenu- 
ous motives 


give thee, be aſſured by our royal word, that 
we will never marry another man however glo- 


rious his rank. Conſider, therefore, whatever 


matrimonial treaties are on foot as tubs thrown 
out to the whale, and remember Elizabeth's 
Friendſhip ſhall diſtinguiſh, = __—_ As: much 
as her choice could. ts 
I kiſſed the hand- ſhe held EN is me with 
Pres nant chagrin, but in''reality ſhe bad re- 
lieved my heart from a heavy load. I ventured 


to admire a fortitude which teduced, me to de- 


ſpair, and thus amply: gratified that vanity, 
which in her, takes the lead of ſenſibility. 
Nevertheleſs; I was ſtruck with ber demand of 

a ſolemn promiſe on my part, never to marry 
3 her conſent, and conſidered it as à 
ſelſiſn and arbitrary exaction unknown to a 
tender heart. | 


[ know thou loveſt me, and to 
make thee ſome amends for the grief this muſt 
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The whole Court learnt I bad loſt my hopes 
without loſing my influence. The Queen, juſt 
to her promiſe, gave me a palpable ſuperiority 
on every occaſion, and I only defired it to make 
my homage more gratifying. to the fair Lady 
Eſſex, who ſhewed too much anger to rob me 
of hope. Had ſhe appeared equally. indifferent 
and polite, ſhe would totally have diſcouraged 
me, but a man may reaſonably flatter himſelf 
with the proſpect of a pardon, as long as a la- 
dy deigns to appear offended. I made every 
poſſible conceſſion to her pride, and the plea- 
ſure ſhe fund in humbling me, interwove me 
inſenſibly with her happineſs. e 

I ſhould ſpare to your virgin delicacy, ladies, 
the acknowledgment of a diſgraceful and guilty 
love, was it not abſolutely eſſential to mark the 
remainder of my ſtory. There was a levity and 
inconſiſteney in the manners of Lady Eſſex, 
which ſoon awakened her Lord's jealouſy, and 


as ſhe had always been indulged to folly, ſhe 


could ſo ill brook any reſtraint, that it threw 
her the more readily into my power. The belief 
that I was loved alone by her, and had myſelf 
reduced her to make another choice, enabled 


her to preſerve a merit with me even in her fall. 


The few hours we could: ſteal, were laviſhed: in 


the -moſt ardent affection. I grew almoſt as 


jealous: of her as her Lord, and bleſt the eau: 
tion with which he ſhut her up more and more, 
even from me, ſince it totally excluded all 


other lovers. The oftener I ſaw her, however, 
the more ardently I deſired it; and when at 


laſt her Lord was appointed to the command of 
the forces in Ireland, whither he deſpotically 
reſolved to carry her, my paſſion and grief kept 

| | pace 
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pace with hers; the Court preſented nothing 


to me worthy to ſupply the loſs of one ſo ami- 
able, and had not the Queen given me a com- 
mand in the Low Countries, I know not how 
I ſhould long have concealed- the emptineſs of 
my boſom, now its tenant was flown. 

Several years paſt away in a variety of ſcenes 
without my ſeeing Lady Eſſex, when the early 
death of her Lord left her at liberty to fix her 
reſidence in England. I returned home on the 
firſt intelligence. The ſober widowhood in 
which ſhe lived, made it difficult for me to gain 
admiſſion to her preſence, which I at laſt effeted 
by a diſguiſe. Her beauty ſhone through her 


ſables with new and more touching graces, 


while my heart betrayed me into involuntary 
exclamations and careſſes. She wept, and re- 
treating from my arms, aſſured me, the only 
action of her life ſhe repented was that attach- 
ment which had ſullied her innocence, and 
Which ſhe was reſolved to expiate by eternal ſe- 
cluſion and repentance. All my intreaties were 
fruitleſs. She burſt from me into an apart- 
ment where ſhe told me, her brother, Mr. Li- 
neric, was, who inſtantly ruſhed into the room, 
and demanded by what right I had preſumed to 
detain her? I anſwered truly, by that of a lover 
alone, and flattered myſelf with gaining the 
Intereſt of this young Iriſhman in favour of m 

pretenſions, by obtaining a conſiderable po 

for him the next day. I eaſily diſcerned her 
aim was a marriage with me, which from every 


reaſon, and more eſpecially the promiſe I had 
made to the Queen, I wiſhed to avoid. End- 


leſs negociations were carried on, and theſe fer- 
| mented the weakneſs of my heart to ſuch a de- 


ee 
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gree, that I forgot her error. Vanity but too 


eaſily perſuades a generous man to pardon a 
frailty of which he is the cauſe and the object. 
Lady Eſſex liſtened very readily to an honour- 
able propoſal, and gave me at Greenwich an 
excluſive claim to that hand ſo long, ſo paſſion- 
ately beloved. 0 FI. | 
Anxious to conceal this event from the Queen, 
who rigidly: maintained over me the rights of a 
jealous lover, while ſhe diſclaimed the title, 
I viſited my bride very rarely, and my affection 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed; in fact, I 
was the more completely happy when with, 
becauſe I hourly experienced, in every ab- 
ſence, the impoſſibility of being happy with- 
out hes”? + e ket 
_ To return one moment to the poor Matilda, 
from the moment Lord Leiceſter named this 
Lady, my heart preſaged her his wife; the 
cloſing evening had luckily prevented the va- 
rious changes of my countenance from being 
viſible, but the ſuppreſt ſwellings of my heart 


at laſt conquered my ſpirits, and I ſunk back 
at this part of his recital, if not fainting, at | 


lea fene, ISO 

Lord ' Leiceſter, alarmed, united with the 
terrified Ellinor to recover me; when fearing 
my full eyes would betray my heart, I urged 
indiſpoſition, and beſought his excuſe for re- 
tiring to my chamber. He made many apolo- 
gies for having fatigued me, to which Ellinar 
alone could anſwer. As ſoon as he left us, 
giving way to an irreſiſtible impreſſion of ſad- 
neſs, I threw my arms round Ellinor, and 
wept bitterly ; her generous tears ſtreamed with 
| „ 2 ; mine, 
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mine, and we ſeemed fully to mingle ſouls with- 
out exchanging one word. LO 3 
I underſtand you, my beloved ſiſter, ſaid 
ſhe, and will ſpare your delicacy, but. you 
wanted courage to hear the whole, and this lady 
is not, immortal. Think better of yourſelf 
and your hopes, my dear Matilda, for Ellinor 
becomes a prophet in your cauſe, and ſays Lord 
Leiceſter and you were born for each other.“? 

This little ſally could not call the ſmile ſhe 
wiſhed for into my cheek, I was the more hurt 
at this event, | becauſe I had; (though I know 
not for what reaſon except that we all too rea- 
dily believe what we wiſh) overlooked it in my 
arrangement of ſuppoſitions, I paſt the whole 


night in walking about my room, and lament- 


ing. He is married! I would exclaim ; that 
invaluable heart and hand are then anothers ! 
Oh, juſt Heaven! have I then inherited my mo- 
| ther's fate with her features? Is a guilty paſſion 
ordained to be the crime and ſcourge of all my 
race? let me at leaſt bury it in my boſom, 
Yes, cried |, with conſcious dignity, I may be 
unfortunate but not cenſurable: the daughter of 
Mary ſhall be worthy the Stuart line. When 
this admired Leiceſter returns into the world, 
he ſhall remember with reverence this innocent 
aſylum, and the family of Howard ſhal! be {till 
dear to him. Oh may he return in ſafety to 
that moſt happy of wives! while I waſte my 
youth in a ſolitude only pleaſing by its having 
once been his ſhelter.” Self would then, predo- 
minate, and floods of impaſſioned | tears waſh 
away every juſt. reſolution. Alas, I forget to 


whom I am writing; the language and thoughts 
of loyers muſt be uniformly the ſame, and I can 
e only | 
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only excuſe theſe rhapſodies, by obſerving a 
tender heart traces its own emotions under the 
name of another with a melancholy pleaſure. 
Lord Leiceſter, at the uſual hour, the next 
day reſumed his narrative. 1 gn 
„The wars in the Low Countries carried 
me abroad half the year; and the remainder I 
divided between the Court and my Lady. Secu- 
rity perhaps produced careleſſneſs, and the 
French Ambaſſador, whoſe Court was intereſted 
in depriving me of the Queen's favor, as the 
chief obſtacle to her appointed marriage with 
the Duke of Anjou, by ſome unexpected vigi- 
lance traced out the ſecret of my marriage, of 
which he immediately apprized Elizabeth. I 
had the vexation one morning to receive the moſt 
marked tokens of her diſpleaſure, for ſne is but 
too well known to give an unbounded licence 
to her tongue, whenever her paſſions are awaken- 
ed. She ended her virulent, reproaches with 
ordering me immediately to join the army in the 
Netherlands, and never to return without her 
permiſſion. Thunderſtruck both with the dif- 
covery and her conduct, I bowed and retired, 
without attempting to offer a ſingle word in my 
own defence. The Queen made me however 
ſome atonement for her violence, by refuſing 
the Duke, when every preliminary was ſettled; 
which cruelly diſappointed the French Am- 
boſſador. . 35 
No longer condemned to ſilence, my retinue 
eſcorted Lady Leiceſter to Kenilworth Caſtle, as 
the ſafeſt reſidence while the Queen's anger con- 
tinued; and I obeyed her in departing for Hol- 
land. I ſoon learnt that Elizabeth's: chief rea- 
ſon for not recalling me, was the being obliged 
to pardon my wife, to whom, by a moſt unac- 
1 | | countable 
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countable whim, ſhe had transferred all her 


reſentment, and whom ſhe hoped: to puniſh by 
p05 to ſeparate us. The times, and a 


variety of reaſons, made our correſpondence 
uncertain; months ſometimes elapſed, and with- 
out I ſent an expreſs, I obtained no news of one 
ſo dear to me. I was unjuſt enough to impute 


enemies; and piqued at Elizabeth's ungenerous 
motive for exiling me, reſolved to paſs over in- 
cognito into England, and conduct Lady Lei- 
ceſter into the Netherlands, or, if ſhe was 


averſe to that meaſure, endeavour to appeaſe the 


Queen. i 1 

I executed my deſign ſo happily, that my ar- 
rival at my own Caſtle was the firſt news of my 
intention to Lady Leiceſter, whom I found con- 
fined to the houſe by indiſpoſition. It ſtruck me 
her joy was nearly allied to ſorrow; but the 
thought was momentary, and I imputed it to 
her malady. Her beauty appeared much im- 


Paired, but placing the alteration merely to grief 


for my abſence, it became a new call upon my 
tenderneſs. She told me the terror ſhe was un- 
der of Elizabeth had made her almoſt a priſoner 
months without any company except her bro- 


Jitude to fix her influence over an ungovernable 


the difficulties by turns to the Queen and my 


%. 


in her own houſe, where ſhe had paſled fifteen 


ther, who had kindly followed her into this ſo- 


train of ſervants to whom ſhe was a ſtranger. 1 


returned Lineric every acknowledgment, and 
complimented him with a hne diamond given me 


by the States on a former occaſion... 


A long abſence from this manſion, where 


art and nature unite to produce almoſt the effect 


of novelty, made it appear a moſt heavenly re- 
treat from the noiſe and buſtle of a camp. I 


paſſed 
F 
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paſſed the afternoon in ſurveying the garden, 
and directing many neceſſary alterations. 
« Inſenſibly fatigued beyond bearing, I con- 


ſented, at the perſuaſion of my Lady, to retire. 
and endeavour to reſt an hour early in the even- 
ing. I had flept ſeveral, when my valet, Le 
Val, threw open the curtains, and with a coun- 
tenance full of horror and intelligence, depre- 
cated the wrath ſuch a rude ſalutation UE, 


neceſſarily occaſion. 

« Amazed beyond expreſſion, I bad him re-: 
collect himſelf, ſince, while thus confuſed, I 
could not rely on his accounts, however kind 
his intention.“ 

Pardon me, my Lord, ſaid he, the libert 


your ſafety reduces me to take, of ſounding the 
truth of the grievous intelligence I am obliged 


in duty to reveal, by firſt queſtioning-your Lord- 


ſhip: have you remarked that almoſt all your 


domeſticks are changed?“ | 
I was ſtruck with conviction by the queſtion, 
though I had not made the obſervatio | 
„No, no, ſaid he warmly, there was a 
viliſth reaſon for that.“ 
« Beware, Le Val, returned I, of 1775 ou 
would inſinuate; ; for if, without proof, you 4 


aſperſe 


„I have but teo ſufficient reaſons my Lord, 
added he, ſhaking his head, but they ſhall never 


paſs this boſom if you give an affirmative to my 
next demand. Are you convinced, my Lord, 


that man is brother to wy Lady who is called 
ſo ?”? | 


« ] heſitated, N 


6 Let us hope not, ſaid he with vehemence, 
left we ſhock humanity; for as ſure as one 


God 
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God made them both, they are but too well 
Nied,, | 4 KITS HAT 
Horror- ſtruck with the idea, my heart ſick- 
ened, and involuntarily admitted a doubt but too 
many circumſtances corroborated. —Her love of 
retirement might proceed more from ſuch an 
attachment than regard for me—nay, even her 
marriage be but an honourable veil to the looſeſt 
connection. I had neither power nor will to 
ſilence the poor fellow, who went on with an 
honeſt eagerneſs— 8 . ST 

Of all the ſervants long retained by your 
Lordſhip, two only remain, and the reſt are a 
ſet of ungoverned lriſh, attached by country to 
both brother and ſiſter. The ſewer owns he 
kept his place by filence and ſubmiſſion, and 
dame Margery, the houſekeeper, moſt probably, 
by managing all my Lady's ſecrets. But the 
ſewer will make oath of my Lady's intercourſe 
with Lineric, and, that far from wiſhing for 
your return, they are alarmed at it beyond mea- 
ſure, as my Lady expects every hour to be deli- 
vered.— Nor is this all.” | 

„Give me time to breathe, Le Val! cried 
I, for this horrible intelligence unmans me.” 
I could not be filent and know you wrong- 
ed, my Lord, though your ſword were to rip out 
my heart. But I ſear the worſt—I fear leſt 
ſomething is now hatching againſt your life, for 
my Lady is in Margery's room, directing ſome 
carp in the manner you uſed to like ſo well; and 
I faw Lineric's ſervant ſet out for Coventry, 
from whence he is this moment returned with a 
horſe his ſpeed has half killed.” ED) 

« Well, well, ſaid I, be aſſured I ſhall con- 

ſider over all you have ſaid, and will avoid taſt- 
ing the diſh you mention,” 


& Ah 
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„ Ah my Lord that will only convince 
them you ſuſpect their diabolical intention, and 
the ſervants of their own placing form a little 
army in the houſe. If my Lord will hear the 
advice of his ſervant, I have a way to propoſe, 
which will have no ill conſequence if no ill is 
meant; if otherwiſe, it will fall only on the 
contrivers. Another diſh compoſed of the fame 
ingredients, the ſewer can place at the bottom of 
the table; when the ſupper is ſerved, I will 
pretend to be drunk, and making a ſcuffle in the 
adjoining hall, my Lady and her brother will 
naturally take the alarm, and interfere; the 
ſewer can in the interim change the two diſhes, 
by which means my Lady will taſte the diſn 
of her own preparing, and muſt abide: the 
This plan was of itſelf ſo innocent, and well 
contrived, that I reſolved to authoriſe it, and 
Le Val, ſatisfied with his diſcovery, - retired, - 
He had indeed relieved his mind, but what a 
weight had he left on mine ! The bare idea had 
filled me with a thouſand horrors. Every thing 
confirms us in either love or hatred. The ſilence 
of my friends when my marriage was diſcovered; 
her tears, her altered perſon, that remiſſneſs in 
writing, for which I had in my own heart cen- 
ſured the Queen—all, in ſhort, I fo lately 
thought ineſtimable proofs of her love, now 
roſe as terrible preſumptions of her guilt; and 
yet, when I ſaw her enter my chamber preſent- 
ly after, and tenderly accuſe me for ſo long an 
abſence, I could have received a mortal draught 
from her hand with leſs pain than it coſt: me to 
ſuſpect her.. A | 
Vos. b . 1 The 
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The day was cloſing, and the table covered 
when I entered the Hall, occaſioned by my long 
ſleep. Le Val began the premeditated uproar, 
and Lady Leiceſter with her brother flew towards 
the door, whence the attendants had before de- 
parted, eager to increaſe the buſtle. The faith- 

ful ſewer, on whom 1 kept an eye, exchanged 
the diſhes in the manner agreed, and we return- 
ed to the table. I obſerved to my Lady that ſhe 
trembled violently which ſhe naturally enough 
attributed to the alarm. Aſſuring me ſhe had 
herſelf prepared the carp, ſhe inſiſted on my do- 
ing honor to it, and urging her to bear me com- 
pany, I accepted her invitation. An involun- 

. tary emotion made me every moment ready to 
prevent her taſting the exchanged diſh ; but the 
pleaſure with which the infamous Lineric ſeemed 
to ſee me ſwallow the ſuppoſed death, kept me 
from ſpeaking. Scarce was the table cleared, 
when Lady Leiceſter ſunk back in ſtrong con- 
vulſions. Conſcience made Lineric exclaim, 
„ poiſon, poiſon ! Every common antidote 
was adminiſtered in vain; ſhe was borne to her 
chamber in a hopeleſs ſtate, and I retired to mine 
to meditate alone. This terrible conviction of 
the unhappy fate prepared for me on my return 
From an xile ſhe alone had occaſioned, convert- 
ed my love into horror and averſion. She raved 
dreadfully at intervals, and perſiſting to. the laſt 
I had poiſoned her, expired early in the morn- 
ing. The blackneſs of the ſoul diffuſed itſelf 
over the body, and the proof of her infidelity 
was too obvious in ber perſon. ' | | : 

Whether Lineric's conſtitution was leſs liable 
to infection, or that he had taſted the carp more 
ſparingly, it was not till ſhe expired * 8 | ] 
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found himſelf affected ; but the doſe was. too 
deadly for him to. eſcape. . Convinced, by his 
fiſter's example, that there was no effectual an- —_— 
tidote, he ſummoned all his Iriſh domèſties into WR 
his chamber. The faithful Le Val choſe that 4-4 
moment to enter mine, and inform me of the [31 
conſultation, which. he inſiſted would produce 
ſome fatal event, if I did not conſent that mo- 
ment to mount horſes which were ready, and 
attended by him and Williams ſet out for L 
don; this ſtep would give me the advantage af 
firſt repreſenting the AR, while it ſecured my 
perſon from any ſavage revenge; the ſewer in 
the interim, by the intervention of the tenants, 
might ſecure the Caſtle the moment the ruffians - 
abandoned it in purſuit of me. R 

This advice had its due weight with me, and 
quitting the Caſtle by ſtealth, I rode off with 
Le Val and Williams from my own ſervants as 
the worſt of aſſaſſins, and from my home as my 
grave. It was now day break, and we had not 
proceeded many miles, when, from the top of a 
hill, we perceived a party apparently purſuing; 
having the fleeter horſes, we kept the advantage 
for near twenty miles, when, by taking ſome 
ſhorter road unknown to us, we ſaw them very 
near. St. Vincent's Abbey appeared at the ſame 
moment in ſight, which Le Val conjuted me to 
ſeek, giving him my cloak to miſlead the aſſaſ- 
fins. We had:no time for. deliberation; [I 

ſtruck into the wood, where, finding my horſe 
an incumbrance, I left him to his fate, and was 
endeavouring to make my way through the 
buſhes, without any certainty of being right, 

. I had the happineſs to meet ſo fair a de- 
iverer.“ 5 
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Lord Leiceſter thus concluded his ſtory ; but 
oh! how much of my life had evaporated dur- 
ing the relation! The unconquerable anxiety 
with which J followed him, united my heart for 
ever with his ; and convinced me, no diſparity 


of either ſituation or years can reſtrain the eager 


fentiments of youth ſeeking for merit. As the 
only acknowledgment for his noble frankneſs, I 


in turn related the little tale already repeated, of 


our melancholy birth, and undecided fate. Tears, 
compoſed of. every melting ſenſation, ſeemed to 
fall from my eyes on his heart. Thoſe fine eyes 
were teeming with ſome generous conſolation, 


When a ſudden noiſe obliged us to ſeparate. 


Hard ly could he regain the chamber, hallowed as 
Mrs. Marlow's, e:e Father Anthony joined us: 

the natural auſterity of his air heightened by ſome 
preſent chagrin. He threw himſelf into a chair, 


and preferved a long ſilence; which, fear of his 


having penetrated into our myſtery, prevented my 
breaking. '' Confuſed beyond deſcription, a thou- 
ſand colours chaſed each other from my cheek ; 
nor had I power to raiſe my eyes to my ſiſter, 
who, accuſtomed equally to love and honor me, 
feerned, in holding my hand, to have gained a 
ſufficient protection. SET args 
„ Unfortunate children! cried he, with a 
deep ſigh, Heaven has at aſt completed the cala- 
mitous circumſtances under which you were 
born : deſtined to an impriſonment as laſting as 
your royal mother's, you have but the melan- 
choly advantage of chuſing it. Lord Scroope is 
dead in the confinement and diſgrace with which 
Elizabeth rewarded him : his lands, his honors, 
the very ſpot on which you ſtand, all, are the 
property of a diſtant relation, and you * 
| efore 
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before you your only friend—a feeble, helpleſs 
friend; bending daily towards that grave you 
alone render diſpleaſing to him. The moment 
may yet come, when the rights of your mother 
will aſcertain yours, and all I can do for you in 
the interim, is to convey you ſecretly into 
France, and place you under the protection of 
the family of Guiſe ; their prudence or their 
pride, may equally induce them to ſecure you 
an aſylum in a monaſtery.” . 
The terrible alternative implied in theſe words, 
froze up my blood; and the beatings of my 
heart died away: — to become an exile from 
 England—to forget Lord Leiceſter—or to be 
forgot by him—to be delivered up a martyr to 
the family of Guiſe; perhaps by them tyranni- 
cally buried in a cloiſter, a perjured ſelf- con- 
demned wretch, whoſe foul was full of an earth- 
ly image, while devoting itſelf to its Maker. 
All the arguments and entreaties Father Antho- 
ny made uſe of in a long harangue, were loſt 
upon me; 1 knew him to be ſpeaking. but b 
the motion of his lips, and offered up to God, 
in my tears, a confutation of all he could ad- 
vance, He left us not till too late for another 
interview with Lord Leiceſter z; and I paſt the 
night in an anguiſh time can never eraſe from 
my memory — pale, unrefrefhed, either by ſleep 
or dreſs, I met my Lord next morning, more 
like a ſpectre than myſelf. He took my band, 
and expreſſing his ſurprize but by a glance, 
kiſſed it in tender ſilence. I did not dare raiſe 
my eyes to his, and tears ſtealing from under 
their lids, fell on the united hands. Oh, how 
much was expreſſed in the ſilence of that mo- 
ment! I ſeemed to underſtand all. I wiſhed, and 


At 
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at length reſpired freely. Ellinor, unreſtrained 

by the tender delicacy which actuated me, de- 
clared to Lord Leiceſter at once the fate allotted 
us, and her utter deteſtation of it. The eager- 
neſs with which he entered into our intereſts, 
beſpoke ſomething ſtronger than friendſhip. A 
thouſand times he aſſured Ellinor of his eſteem 
and affection: to me he ſaid nothing, but preſ— 
ling the hand he till held, its trembling con- 
feſſed it knew all the diſtinction. A ray of 
pleaſure once more enlightened my ſoul : me- 
thought at that moment | could have borne eve- 
ry evil fortune can inflict. No, he will never 
forget me, fighed I to myſelf, in whatever re- 
mote ſolitude I am again loſt to him; this 
dreary Receſs, the daughters of Mary, in their 
ruſtic garb and lowly manner, will eclipſe all 
the glories of a court, all the gifts of þ.1izabeth. 
For the remainder of his ſtay, a ſerene delight, 
which neither aroſe from, nor can be conveyed 
by language, animated us alike; the inter- 
courſe of the eyes and heart took place of that 
of the tongue, and perhaps nothing was more 
remote from our thoughts than what we con- 
verſed about: till my Lord fixed my attention 


by declaring he would no longer intrude on our 


goodneſs than till the next morning. A ſigh 
accompanied theſe words, and a ſigh was m 

only reply. Ellinor, who ever treated him with 
a a freedom inſeparable from a difintereſted regard, 
inſiſted he ought not to quit ſo ſafe an aſylum 


_ raſhly. He replied, heſhould bury himſelf with 


us, did he not hope to reviſit it in a more ac- 
ceptable manner. Breaking off at theſe words 


with an irreſolution and timidity which ſhewed 


he had not ſaid all he intended, after mg | 
. | | ew 
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few moments, he reſumed, * Can you pardon, 


Ladies, a friendſhip perhaps too officious ? But 
fince your natural ſupport, and juſt hopes have 


failed, may J flatter myſelf you will have the 


goodneſs to ſuſpend your reſolutions" reſpe&ing 


the future, till I can appear with honor again 
before you? A ſhort time is due to clearing my 
own fame ; for ill would it become me to claim 
the guardianſhip of the Royal Mary's beauteous 


children, while loaded with opprobrium:” He 
was proceeding, when the cough of Father An- 


thony ſtartled us. Scarce had Ellinor time to 


lead my Lord out at one door, ere he entered 


— 


at another to viſit Alice, who had ſunk under 
the fatigue and grief attending the loſs of her 


miſtreſs. With an art I had newly learnt, I 


ſnatched up a book, in which I affected to be ſo 
abſorbed, as not to hear him till at my ſhoulder... 


With real perturbation I aroſe on his ſpeaking ; 


and, as uſual, 'was preceding him to'Alice's 
chamber, when he called me back in haſte, and; 
pointing to the ground, bade me give him what 


lay there. But what words can expreſs the ya- 


rious emotions which ran through my frame, 
when I perceived it was the picture of Elizabeth, 
which the Earl had, in retiring, ſomehow or 
other dropt! Inſtead of obeying, I ſnatched it 


up, and attempted to hide it in my boſom; 


when, with a ſtrong arm, the Father wreſted it 
from me, and read in my features half the myſ- 


tery': the name engraved on it, the date; all put 


him out of doubt as to the owner, and nothing 
remained but to learn how I had come by it. 
Without the fineſſes of my ſex on the occaſion, as 
ſoon as my terrors and tears permitted, I related 


| the whole adventure incoberently; Wich his 


- cuſtomary 


* 
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cuſtomary ſternneſs, he overwhelmed. me with 
reproaches. Raſh girl, cried he, could no 
human prudence fave thee ? Did not the loſt 
Saint, whom I muſt ever lament, entomb her- 
ſelf merely to preſerve a- ſecret, the folly of a 
ets (of .curiofity, betrayed ere her aſhes were 
What confidence can be placed in the fa- 
vorite of Elizabeth, whoſe intereſt it undoubt- 
edly muſt be, to Aatter thoſe in whoſe hands his 
life now is, and then deliver them up to exalt 
himſelf by the total ſilent ruin of the Stuarts? 
prudence directs us rather to ſecure ae by 
retaining him for ever here.“. 
„ Firſt, may I periſh on/ the block n my 
father ended his days! cried I, in a tranſport of 
love and grief: let me, oh God, rather be a 
martyr to the ſins of mankind, than ſubmit to 
partake them! What! be more cruel than the 
affaſſins, from whom we ſaved. him? Pardon 
me, Father, cried. ], recovering myſelf; but 
know not the ſtory or the heart of Lord 
iceſter, who, far from betra ing us, is ant: 
ous to become our guardian and protector, 
& Such a guardian as the wolf is to the lamb, 
retorted he acrimoniouſly—who, oh, WhO would 
willingly. have the management of youth, l Un- 
bappy child; added he, wilt thay. inherit the 
ſaults with, he features of thy mother? an 
idle weakneſs like thine ſapped all ber morals, 
and left a ſtain on her life, time never can eraſe; 
but if not more virtuous, be at leaſt more 
prudent.“ | 
„ Hold, Father Anthony, eriel I, with a 
dignity which awed even him into lence, nor 


cancel all the merit of your actions, by a ſur- 


N 6 foul diſdains. Far be it from me ta 
cenſure 
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cenſure a parent, but ſtill farther be it to d.. 


res, the cenſure of an indifferent perſon. 1 


have erred, but only in innocenee ; and 


thi life that beats within this boſom, can never 
iſſue to a nobler purpoſe, than to ſave that of 
Lord Leiceſter.” 


Nothing is more Jungereus than to judge a 


_ generous and youthful mind harſhly : it then is 


too eaſily acquitted to itſelf, and riſes againſt 


ſuſpicions it is unconſcious of deſerving. The 


ſhock the Father's doubts had given me, brought 


to light, without one idea of ſhame, that par- 
tiality I durſt hardly before acknowledge to 


myſelf. 


Convinced by my manner, be had loſt bis he 


fluence over me, he commanded EHinot to re- 
conduct my Lord into his preſence, and'requeſt- 


ed to be left alone with him. 1 departed moſt 


reluctantly, but I would not entirely exaſperate 


him. The injuſtice of mankind gave me too 
much reaſon to dread leſt he ſhould affront Lord 


Leiceſter, who might unite the innocent with 


the guilty, and abandon us entirely: averſions 
extend but too frequently through families; 
nay, even deſcend from porno 459 to wee 5 


tion. 


Their conference continued two whole hours, x 


while I counted the moments in painful expec- 


tation; at laſt Father Anthony entered our 
room, and bidding Ellinor entertain Lord Lei- 
ceſter, deſired me to collect _ ſpirits,” deg lis : 


ten to him. 


However my ſuſpicions: may ond h 
2 ſaid. he, I will fuppoſe it poſſible 1 
now as much of the world, Whe Have 

paſſed my. * in it, as you. who have yet been 
3 5 confined 
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confined almoſt to theſe walls. Well had it 
been if you had never gone beyond them. When 
I tell you this Lord you have ſaved demands 

your hand, you will indulge a thouſand roman- 
tic ſallies, and ſee in his requeſt a love as blind 

as your own. Perhaps there may be ſomething 
in that: perhaps too he recollects that your mo- 
ther is the next in ſucceſſion to the crown 
of England — that ſhe may die in priſon, and 


| that the averſion the Engliſh ever entertain to a 


foreign ſway, may prevail over the prior claim 
of your brother — and his ambition may 
be gratified by a preference given to you. The 
cruel neceſſity impoſed by your unlimited confi- 
dence of attaching Lord Leiceſter to j our inter- 
eſt, makes it needleſs to enumerate the objecti- 
ons I could reaſonably urge againſt your union: 
the recent loſs of his wife, I find, puts it in his 
power to marry you: you have left yourſelf. no 
choice but to marry him : and never will I con- 
ſent to his departing from this Receſs, till the 
contracts I ſhall dictate are ſolemnly ſigned and 
the marriage completed in all its forms. 
Imagine, Madam, my ſituation during this 
ſpeech——” Oh, Anthony, thy dictatorial 
manner then was happineſs ! in one moment to 
emerge from the abyſs of deſpair, and ſoar into 
the regions of bliſs: to find the generous Lei- 
ceſter was willing once more to ſacrifice his ſafe- 
ty for love; once more to riſque a diſpleaſure 
from which he was not yet relieved : to raiſe me 
from obſcurity—ah ! to raiſe me to himſelf! a 
height, in my eſtimation, beyond the throne of 
my anceſtors! The fond hope, ſuggeſted by the 
Father's Ipeech, of one day rewarding my Lord's 
tenderneſs, was all I remembered of it. 8 
+ an 


— 


Fg 


and ſceptres, thoſe play-things in the hands of 
love, ſurrounded. me in imagination, and im- 


paſſioned tears rolled down my glowing cheeks, 
while I ſaid to myſelf, in the language of 


Miranda, I am a fool to weep at what I am 
glad of. (241 BR HEY 


* 


Reflection and circumſtances a little ſoftened 
Father Anthony, who ſaw himſelf on the point of 


being relieved from a heavy charge, to which 
his impoveriſbed fortune, and decaying years, 
rendered him unequal. The amiable Leiceſter 


joined - us, and every heart being lightened of - 


its load, an evening of ſuch refined pleaſure 
| ſucceeded, that could I wiſh to live over one 


of my whole life, I would ſelect that as the | 


happieſt. 


/ 


_- The intereſt, the honor of my Lord, de- 


manded his return to Court, and Father An- 
thony having prepared due contracts, inſiſted on 
my compliance. His commands, and the wiſhes 
of Lord Leiceſter, added to theſe weighty rea- 
ſons, over-ruled my ſenſe of decorum, and our 
Hands hee unte... He” 
The peculiarity of the ſituation can alone 


; 


excuſe ſuch a marriage; but I was born for 


obedience. Formed wholly of the mild ele- 
ments, I wept the diſappointment of my wiſhes 


ever in ſilence. Scarce had the tranſport of 


finding myſelf happy given place to reaſon when 
my mother recurred to my mind. Unbleſt 'by 


her matron preſence, my nuptials were but 


half hallowed ; nay, unbleſt with her conſent. 


I compared with grief her fate and mine, a 
long captivity had impaired her health, and no 
hope of a releaſe to her ſpirits, I, although 
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pent. in, a ſtill narrower priſon, beheld it encloſe 
almoſt every human good, and could. bave con- 
ſented to end my days in it. 

But the honor, the welfare of my Lid. « or- 
dained other wiſe; every paſting hour gave his 
enemies an advantage. Our ſervant James had 
been ſent immediately on our marriage to Ke- 
nilworth caſtle, which he informed us on his 
return was in the poſſeſſion of the faithful te- 
nants, who had been able, of all the ſervants, 
to. ſecure only Dame Margery. This deteſta- 
ble inſtrument of a ſuperior's barbarity, more 
terrified at the idea of an infamous death than 

any due ſenſe of her crime, attempted to end 
her days with a remnant of the poiſon prepared 
for her Lord; but being detected, it only ſup- 
plied a new proof of her guilt. Formented by 
fear and. deſpair, ſhe, at laſt found. means to 
ſtrangle berſelf in the night. In her my Lord 
loſt one evidence of his innocence, which made 
his preſence at court doubly neceſſary. The 
family of Lineric, having received information 
of the melancholy cataſtrophe of both brother 
and ſiſter, from the Iriſh ſervants, who had 
been their abettors, had carried away the bo- 
dies, as if to inter them, but kept them in the 
hands of ee, ſtill undetermined how to 
roc : 
y Involved in one fate with my love, I ame. 
no peace even in his arms; but with ineeſſant 
admonitions drove him from me, refuſing reſo- 
lutely to accompany him: and although his! 
fondneſs induced him to urge my departure, bin 
reaſon, muſt ſuggeſt to him all its danger. 
Would Elizabeth, who thus. reſented: his — 
ing 4 an equal, ever pardon his 2 771 | 
00 
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blood? and how could we ſufficiently guard 
from others a ſecret my very features betrayed 
to him? Actuated but by the ſingle: wiſh of 
paſſing my life near Lord Leiceſter, I neither 
alked to 1 known, or. honored by any one but 
himſelf, nor to be greeted hy a title only endeat> 
ed to me, : becauſe he bore it. 

The ſtrong averſion, with which 1 had ben 
taught to regard the reigning Queen, might 
perhaps influence me in this caſe. Before I 
gave my hand to Lord Leiceſtet, I had made 
him promiſe never to carry me to Court; a 
promiſe readily given, ſince it perfectly aecord- 
ed with his wiſnes. Nay, in this happy union, 
every with I could form feemed to be complet- 
ed; I gained to that dear mother, (Who never 
left my thoughts, although. I could neither afle 
her advice or conſent in deciding my fate) 2 
powerful friend in the favorite of her unjuſt 
1 I hoped he might yet be e on to 
attempt her freedom; and 1 already placed my- 
ſelf at her feet, overcome with the dear idea of 
having been the inſtrument of her dehverances 
Alas, Madam, were it not for ſuch vague ma- 
ginary joys, how could we exiſt? All our real 
pleaſures fall infinitely ſhort of cheſe; for the 
preceding and following afftictions oblige: dus 
reaſon too often to correct them. But fancy, 
powerful fancy, gains vigour from diſappoint- 
ment; and an infant hope ever ariſes like the 
Phœnix from the athes of the dying one. 

A week; after my marriage; Lond: 3 
N for Court, promiſing ſoon to return, 
and conduct me to Kenilworth, where he had 
previouſly reſolved I ffiould reſide with Ellinor. 
te ah randy leſs on Elizabeth's partialieyy. W 
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the juſtice of his cauſe, and was far from de- 
clining a trial, in which he was ſatisfied his 


innocence would become conſpicuous. He was 


ſorry nevertheleſs to conyince the Queen he had 
wronged her confidence, only to obtain the moſt 
unworthy of her ſex. e 
From his departure I date my entrance into 
the world. I had rather, till this period, looked 


on, than lived in it. Now I began to feel its 
anxieties, the painful conſequences of its ten- 
dereſt ties. Shall I tell you all, Madam, that 


paſſed in me heart? In ſpite of the proof 1 
had received of a matchleſs affection, I could 
not perſuade myſelf Lord Leiceſter would ever 


return. Ir the Queen, finding him once more 


free, and taught his value by his loſs, ſhould 
at laſt reſolve to eſpouſe him, how could a poor 


girl, already poſſeſſed, and left in a ſolitude, 
where even the news of his infidelity could not 
reach her till too late, how would ſhe weigh 
againſt a crown ? Where could ſhe hope for 
juſtice, + when the Sovereign who ſwears to 


protect, muſt find it her intereſt to condemn 
her? Overcome with this formidable phantom, 
I gave myſelf. up for ſome days to a deſpair as 
violent as my love. This imagination was only 


- interrupted by another not leſs afflicting. How, 


if his intereſt in the Queen's heart had expired 


in his abſence; if equally offended at his diſo- 
bedience and its motive, ſhe ſhould join with 


his enemies? His proofs appearing leſs ſatisfac- 
tory to me than myſelf, 1 feared it was poſſible 


be might be condemned, as a criminal, when he 


was in reality the devoted victim. 
One of theſe ſuppoſitions was as unjuſt to 


the Queen, as the other to my dear Lord; and 
ll 


Father 


fo 
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Father Anthony diſpelled them all by ſome 


letters he brought-me. I had the happineſs to 
find Lord Leiceſter was received by the Queen 
with kindneſs, and that'the family of Lineric, 
perſuaded of his innocence, would not provoke 
him to make public the infamous deſign of his 
late wife, by calling him to a trial; he had 
therefore but one caution to obſerve, which 
was, to conceal this new union with more care 
than the laſt; to effect this, he muſt delay our 
meeting for ſome little time, left his immedi- 


ately retiring from Court ſhould lead the curious 


to ſearch into the cauſe. . 8 


My doubts vaniſhed with theſe proofs of his 
attention. I had only now to contend with the 
involuntary hatred I had conceived for the Re- 


ceſs. I wandered .through every apartment, 
without finding reſt in any: my impaſſioned 
fancy followed my love into the court, and the 
ſilence and confinement I lived in, became 
more and more odious. 1 beheld with afto- 
niſhment the compoſure-of my fiſter, and en- 


vied her a tranquillity I would not have regain- 


ed, by being unmarried, if I could. 
At laft the happy hour arrived when I was 

to quit my retirement. Lord Leicefter had pro- 

jected the mode of my departure ere he left me. 


Le Val and his valet were the only perſons in 
the ſecret. To all others, we paſſed for young 


women educated in a Convent, who, not finding 
a call to the monaſtic life, came with the con- 


ſent of our friends, to embelliſh the retire- 


ment of Lord Leicefter by our muſical (talents. 
'This tale we were well able to fupports for my 
voice was a very fine one, and the ſkill and taſte 
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of eh Marlow, added to the tuition of a 
maſter, had taught me to manage it properly. 
Ellinor had not be ſame Wo ra bon yer 
ed the lute with a delicacy' ſo exquiſite, that 
we became neceſſary to each other; and as I ne- 
ver ſung ſo well without her accompaniment, ſhe - 
had been fo accuſtomed. to adapt it to my voice, 
that ſomething_ſeemed-wanting to either, when 
the other was falent. The paſſion: Lord Leiceſ- 
ter had for 'muſtc, in which he was a proficient, 
gave the ſtrongeſt probability to the whole. He 
had paid a handſome ſum to accompliſh the two 
daughters of his ſteward in that ſcience, and 
the young women were taught to expect an ad- 
dition to their number. The time Le Val re- 
mained in the Receſs, preparing every thing 
for our departure, was long enough for him to 
ſeem employed in fetching us from abroad. 
Lord Leiceſter came ſeveral times to direct all, 
and to ſupport and cheer us with accounts of 
the care he had taken to render the apart- 
ments deſtined to us, commodious and agreea- 
The Receſs, till now, ſo calm, ſo tireſomely 
tranquil, became at once full of confuſion and 
kurry; the family pictures were taken: from 
their frames, and conveyed through Father An- 
thony's cell, gradually to Kenilworth. . 
By what ſtrange caprice is it, every thing 
ſeems dear to us the moment we know we a—_ 
looſe it? Involuntary tears filled my eyes 
when the hour of my departure arrived. As 
much a ſtranger to the world as if juſt born into 
it, how could IL. promiſe to myſelf years as 
1 as IL had: experienced in the Rexeis ? 


g habit has the art of giving charms to 


places; 
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places; or, rather, it is the people who inhabit 


them. It ſeemed. to me, as if in- quitting the 


ſpot where the duſt of Mrs. Marlow was inter- 
red, I quitted likewiſe her idea: every ſpot I 
looked on was marked by ſome noble ſentiment, 


or tender emotion of that dear lady: but I was 


unjuſt to myſelf, for I have carried in my heart, 
through every ſcene of life, her reſpectable 
mage, and nothing but death can efface it. 


To part with thoſe we love, is the moſt painful 


ſtretch of humanity ; but what can make it painful 


to part with thoſe we do not love? Separation, 


like death, ſeems to eraſe all the individual ever 
did to diſpleaſe us, and leaves no femembrance 
but of his obliging actions. We loſt but little 


in Father Anthony; but could be forget, What 


he muſt Joſe in us? His deelining years, and 
ill health, required the tendereſt attention ; and 
ſurely, the care he had ſhewn in educating us, 
gave him a juſt claim to ours. My feelings in 
this were ſuperior: to my ſiſter' s, for he had 
been the means of my happineſs. I joined m 


intreaties to thoſe of the generous Lord Leieeſ- 
ter, to prevail on him to reſide in a retirement 


at Kenilworth: but although he ſeemed deeply 
affected at parting with us, he was inflexibly 
bent 6n-endingrhis days where thoſe of his ſiſter 
ended. James ſtill remained to attend on him, 
and Alice was carried very ill to the carriage 
which conveyed us away. | 


We took nothing but the ornaments from the 


Receſs, leaving the furniture ready to accom- 
modate any future unfortunates, whom the 
Father ſhould think worthy ſuch a relief. 


It was in the duſk. of the evening we arrived 
at Kenilworth caſtle: the ſteward's wife re-.. 
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. ceived us with her daughters. Unconſcious of 
our ſuperiority, they treated us as 22 peo- 
ple, who ſought, from the generoſi 


ü ty of their 
maſter, a comfortable ſubſiſtence. Although I 
had agreed to confirm this ſtory, I felt myſelf 
ſhocked at the freedom they uſed from it. I 
could have fallen to them, but was affronted at 
their riſing to me: A little time however 


reconeiled me. It is Lord Leiceſter's inter- 


eſt, and ſhall be my pleaſure, was always 
my argument with myſelf. Mrs. Hart, for 


that was the name of this domeſtick, expatjat- 


ed on her Lord's perſon, character, and mag - 


nificence; ſhe officiouſly pointed out the or- 


naments of the gallery and apartments, and 


looked round to us every moment with the im- 


the low awe and ſurprize of people unaccuſ- 


tomed to grandeur. The indifference with 


which we regarded every thing, was not a leſs 
affront to her conſequence: ſhe ſhrunk before 
it, and paſſed the remainder of the evening in 
a cold. and haughty ſilence. Her daughters, 
not more amiable than herſelf, ä re- 
garded our dreſſes, and by whiſpering, exclud- 
ed us from joining in the converſation,” 
Such was my introduction into the family 
it was my right to govern. My heart ſunk 
within me; I believed myſelf already fallen to 
a ſervant, and negleted by Lord Leiceſter. 
Unuſed to the circumſpection neceſſary, where 
ſecrecy is deſired, I demanded to be welcomed 
in his arms. I ſurveyed the eyes of my Elli- 
nor, fearful they might reproach me for having 


- innocently degraded the daughter of the Queen 


Ao 
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of Scots; but that dear girl, too delicate to add 
to my uneaſineſs, preſerved, ' apparently, her 
gaiety, and ſweetly accommodated herſelf to 
the people with whom fortune had 'mingled 
h / 1111 WT TPRene? 
The alledging fatigue and indiſpoſition, ob- 
liged them to conduct us to the apartment al- 
lotted us. I ſhould perhaps have wondered at 
its richneſs, but that I ſaw ſcarce any inferi- 
or. I was no ſooner left in it with Ellinor, 
than I gave free ſcope to the tears I had ſcarce 
been able before to ſuppreſs. My face was hid 
in her boſom, when the voice of Lord Leiceſ- 
ter recalled me to myſelf. I dried my eyes, 
unwilling to reproach him even by a tear: he 
entered through a private door, to change the 
cauſe of my grief to joy; for in his preſence 
I hardly ever Io any other emotion ; and the 
generous anxiety with which he entreated our 
5 for the reception diſcretion had obliged 
im to order us, had ſomething in it ſo grace- 
ful, ſo ardent, and tender, that all the pride 
of my heart ſubſided at once, and left it full of 
gratitude and affection. EO ES 
We wiſhed my ſiſter a night, and then 
paſſing through a dark paſlage, the whole length 
of the grand gallery, came into Lord Leiceſ- 
ter's apartments, to which every place I ever 
ſaw was mean. He had a noble ſpirit, a 
ſplendid fortune, and an exquiſite taſte, He 
had greatly improved this ancient ſeat, the gift 
of Elizabeth : its finely choſen ſituation, ele- 
gant architecture, and ſuperb furniture, made 
it the model of a thouſand others. The beau- 
ties divided through the reſt of the houſe = 
Eo | . | "ns 
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this apartment were united; and he gave a 
proof of the attention inſeparable from real 
love, by omitting nothing to embelliſh. it, he 
had ever heard me commend. Ah, Madam |! 
'theſe are the mighty trifles that ſo exquiſitely 
fatter a tender heart, and form its moſt perfect 
aa 3 91 
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| ] HE communication between our apart- 


ments was a profound ſecret to all the ſervants 


but Le Val and Williams, my Lord's valet; 


the moſt perfect confidence. We were, to keep 
up the farce, preſented to Lord Leieeſter the 
next day, who ſoon, by his growing diſtine- 
tion, taught Mrs. Hart and her daughters to 
obſerve a kind of deference in their behaviour 

to us. He ordered them to attend us round 


in whoſe fidelity, after the late trial, he had 


the gardens and park, and not to fail ſhewing 
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us whatever was worth obſervation ; and through 
what a beautiful variety did they lead. us! a 
world in miniature | A magnificent lake pre- 
- ſented itſelf, in whoſe clear boſom the trees were 
reflected, and round which the ſheep and deer 
grazed on rich paſture; ſwans and water-fowls 
innumerable played on its ſurface, and an aight 
in the centre was made highly pictureſque by 
ſeveral half-feen cottages, and emblems of agri- 
culture, The late Lady Leiceſter needed not 
to have made a merit of reſiding within theſe 
walls, ſince nature and art could furniſh no- 
thing lovely that was not encloſed here. Seve- 
ral gilded boats, and -little veſſels, danced on 
the boſom of the lake, and added, by the vari- 
ous ſtreamers which played upon the ſurface, to 
_ the gaiety and richneſs of the proſpect, When 
we turned the other way, the Gothic towers, 
ſwelling baſtions, gigantic ſtatutes, and majeſ- 
tic ſweep of the building, made that an object 
ſcarce leſs worthy of admiration. _ 

All our allotted employment was to ſing to 
Lord Leicefter while at dinner ; but as he fre- 
quently entertained the neighbouring Nobles 
and Gentlemen, a curtain of muſlin was drawn 
over the balcony to ſcreen us from obſervation. 
In the evening we ſometimes fiſhed on the lake; 
or Lord Leiceſter, to indulge in our company, 
joined in the concert we formed; every day 
brought with it ſome amuſement, and the re- 
ſtraint we lived under, kept up, even in matri- 
mony, all that delicacy, and ſpirit of affection, 
which is, by eaſe of mind, too apt to decay. 
At laſt, painful neceſſity obliged Lord Leiceſter 
to return. to Court: he, however, would not 
leave me with more than one equal in the family, 

; therefore 
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therefore directed that I: ſhould preſide one 
month, and my ſiſter the next; by this method, 
rendering it hard for them to fix on his favorite. 
We likewiſe, with the ſteward's daughters, wore 
one kind of habit, and buſied ourſelves in the 
warking rien eren han 
But my own happineſs could not eraſe from 


my mind the oppoſite fate of the uohappy Queen 
who gave us birth. She was then confined at 
place not far diſtant from Kelinworth. 1 bad 
already tried all my intereſt with Lord Leiceſter 
in her favor, without ſucceſs; and ſo juſt was 
his noble inflexibility, that at the moment my 
heart was pierced by it, my reaſon admired it. 
Another man, would he ſay, in attempting 
the releaſe of the ill-fated Mary, would only 
forfeit his obedience, and endanger: his life; 9 
were thoſe all, perhaps 1 ſhould not be able to 
refuſe my Matilda. But remember, my love, 
to theſe I muſt add, the blackeſt treachery and 
ingratitude : it would be, viper like, ſtinging 
to death the generqus heart that warmed me. 
Never, employ the voice of virtue to charm me 
to vice; for what ſeems a duty in you, would 
be the worſt of crimes in me; and what conh- 
dence could my wife have in my.honor, if I was. 
capable of betraying a partial Sovereign?“ 
I then. would urge my only wiſh was to re- 
ſtore my mother's liberty, which nothing but an 
unparalleled. breach of confidence could; have 
taken from her for eighteen years; obſerving, 
her crown had been lined with thorns top keen 
for her to deſire to wear it agan. 
«© Ah, my dear Matilda! he would cry, how: 
ignorant are you of theſe terrible emotions, jea= 
louſy and revenge! permit me to know your 
2 | | _*- mother's 


_ 


—— 
Fay 


mother's character better than yourfWf. She 
had too much pride and pleaſure in reigning, to 
ſubmit tamely to this impriſonment z or even 
ſuppoſing, tired of the evils always inſeparable 

from a * ſhe could maſter her jufl reſent- 
ment, and ſeeking an aſylum with her children, 
_ aſk only to die in peace, her relations would not 
ſuffer it. The ambition of the Guiſes is be- 
come a proverb; they would make uſe of her 
name'and wrongs to ſhake the throne of 'Eliza- 
beth ; and inftead of guarding the' Queen, to 
whom TI owed a perfect duty, I ſhould have the 
miſery of ſeeing a terrible war devour my coun- 
try, of which I was the cauſe, Who knows, 
my dear Matilda, if amidſt theſe calamities my 
temper. might preſerve its equality? I might re- 
member, with regret, the fatal advice which 
had miſled me, and you might lament, too late, 
the ſacrificing your own happineſs to a fallacious 
hope of reſtoring your mother's — — Remember 
Elizabeth is now declining, the chances of life 
may bring about all you wiſh. —T'he compaſſion 
of the people has been kept alive for Mary theſe 
feyenteen years; ſhould we loſe Elizabeth, her 
very impriſonment would turn to her advantage, 
by keeping her in the "midſt of a kingdom to 
which ſhe is the lawful heir: my ſuppoſition is 
not vague, for the example of 'Elizabeth herſelf 
proves it very poſſible PATTIE en ee 


* 


What could I oppoſe to ons ape Nef rho 
could only recommend the cauſe of my dear pa- 


rent to him who can pull down the mighty and 
exalt the weak. FVV 
Every letter from my Lord was filled with 
complaints of the tedioufneſs of the Court, and 
breathed the very ſoul of love. —He often in- 
5 treated 
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treated me to tell him I was happy, and when 1 
complied, reproached me, through a tender ca- 
price, for being fo without him.—He required 
me to enumerate my hourly employments, and 
although half my time was ſpent. in writing 
pacquets to him, always complained of the 
ſhortneſs of my letters. He, indeed, gave me 
no cauſe to retort; for it appeared as if he with- 
drew from the Court half of his hours to amuſe 
me with all the little humorous ineidents it 
continually furniſned. But even theſe had not 
always the power to effect what he wiſhed — 
my fate never allowed me one hour of perfect 
happineſs, and an evil aroſe in his abſence 
which filled me with the moſt terrible appre< 
henſions . r 0 
My lovely ſiſter, who was ever my pride and 
delight, poſfeſſed in a peculiar degree, that ami- 
able gaiety which leſſens the diſtanee of rank. 
From her firſt introduction at Kenil worth, ſhe 
had given way to an increaſe of ſpirits, natural 
from ſuch a change in our proſpects, little fore- 
ſeeing how great a danger might ariſe from it. 
Williams had been raiſed by Lord Leiceſter to 
the ſuperintendency of the family on his return- 
ing to Court. He preferred this man, believing 
he would, from knowing me his Lady, take 
care I was treated with due reſpect. Williams 
had been a ſoldier, and had contracted the au- 
thoritative air annexed to petty officers, which 
made him in appearance peculiarly ſuited to the 
poſt aſſigned him.—I muſt confeſs he was never 
a favorite with me; nature had been unkind 
to him, and he had been more unkind to him- 
jelf, in not ſoftening her ſeverity. He wass 
beyond the meridian of life, his perſon coarſely' 
r 7 
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made, his complexion. ſwarthy, and his face 


much ſcarred; he had beſides a fierceneſs of 
mein which ſcarce bent to Lord Leiceſter, wao, 


of all men, eminently poſſeſſed the art of inſpir- 
ing as much reſpect as affetion.  _ 


his man then, madam, marked out thus by 


nature, ventured to raiſe his eyes to the royal, 
the beautiful Ellinor—the ſprightlineſs of her 


manner abated his reſpect, and he had the inſo- 
lence to declare his paſſion; call it honourable, 


and ſolicit her return. My ſiſter had too much 
underſtanding not to feel her own fault, and 
too much pride to ſupport his inſolent freedom. 
She left him with ineffable diſdain, as not 
worthy of a reply; and came directly to me—a 
pre-ſentiment of ſome evil conſequence aroſe in 
my mind at the moment ſhe related the inſult. I 


| reſolved to give Lord Leiceſter immediate notice 


of it, that he might take his meaſures accord- 
ingly, and in the mean while appeared conſtant- 
ly with my ſiſter. But we had to manage a man 
equally artful and fearleſs. He had the conſum- 


mate impudence to open my letter, and (finding 


its ſubject) detain it. In the mean time, no 
advice arriving from Lord Leiceſter in anſwer to 


mine, I remained on the rack of uncertainty ; 
tormented by the confidence of a- wretch from 


whom there was no poſſible eſcape, and uncer- 
tain even of the nature or extent of our danger. 
At laſt, unable, as the wife of Lord Ae, col 
to endure his inſults, and tired of waiting my 
Lord's reſolution, I took an opportunity of re- 


- preſenting to him the daring boldneſs of his 


conduct, in ſpeaking of love to the ſiſter of his 
Lord, 4 ä „ | 


Without 
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Without any emotion or confuſion, he plead- 


ed guilty to the charge, but artfully endeavour- 
ed to exculpate himſelf from preſumption, by 


alledging the rank in which we appeared, and 


the ſuppoſition that we were raiſed from obſcu- 
rity by his Lord; who of courſe could only 


ennoble me.— At this inſinuation, all the pride 


of Norfolk and Mary animated ret Sh de yet 
fortunately recollecting myſelf, 1 replied with 
moderation; for the villain doubtleſs aimed at 
diſcovering from whom we really ſprung, ſince 
our habitation had too probably ſtruck him as 
containing a conſequential ſecret. ee 
I forbad him mildly ever to addreſs my ſiſter in 
that light again, without'the approbationof my 
Lord, and attempted to retire ; when ſtoppin 
me, he bad me recollect that I talked to one 
poſſeſſed of more authority in the houſe than 
myſelf; that I likewiſe knew a ſecret of the 
utmoſt importance was in his power, and he was 
determined to make every uſe of it, in caſe I 


did not perſuade my ſiſter to accept him; that 1 


muſt imagine him a fool by referring him to 


Lord Leiceſter; in ſhort, inſtead of aſking him, 
he was reſolved to prevent his arriving at the 


knowledge of the affair, for which reaſon he 


had kept back all my laſt letters. OY 

How cruel, madam, was my ſituation ! alone, 
without any means of gaining protection from 
the remainder of my ſervants, except by de- 


z 


claring a ſecret he knew too well I would never 


reveal; to be thus braved, as well as infulted, 
was dreadfu}! I had yet no way of eluding him, 
ſince the whole family were under his govern- 
ance, and had I offered to write to Lord Lei- 
ceſter through any other channel, I had the 

. greateſt 
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greateſt reaſon to fear it would fall into his 

hands. Mm 7) 
By this terrible dilemma were the days of the 
wife of Lord Leiceſter: embittered in the midſt 
of affluence ;' in a ſpot which might be called 
the palace of pleaſure, Thus ſituated, I could 
only counteract treachery and art by the ſame. 
I appeared, after ſome reflection, alarmed at his 
threats, and more willing to forward his views: 
I exacted from him an oath not to betray my 
ſecret, and on my ſide ſolemnly, vowed. never to 
mention his, but to employ my intereſt with my 
ſiſter in his 8 parted with mutual 
diſtruſt, and an apparent reliance on each others 
ſincerity. I performed one part of my promiſe 
by conjuring Ellinor to deceive. him with falſe 
hopes, till Lord Leiceſter's return gave me an 
opportunity of conſulting him on the ſafeſt way 
of diſpoſing the traĩtor. It was with much 
reluctance ſhe conſented, but it would have 
been a cruelty unlike her character, to refuſe to 
lighten an evil ſhe was the innocent cauſe of, 
had then only to find ſome means of letting my 
ord know it without breaking my word: for 
once in my life I was guilty of duplicity, and, 
like Philoctetes, found my equivocation furniſh- 
ed a terrible puniſhment. I wrote a letter, de- 
claring the whole to "oth Nb wat which ] kept 
in my boſom to give to. him whenever he ſhould 
return; in the mean time I wrote as uſual, 
and delivered my letters to Williams. The pro- 
found ſilence I obſerved on this ſubject, proba- 
9 inſpired him with confidence, and although 
llinor refuſed to marry him directly, che point 
he aimed at, the complaiſance with N 
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both treated him, lulled him at laſt into a perfect 
ferner n e e e ee me: vhs 

Worn out with hourly complaints of this 

_ wretch's impertinence to my ſiſter, and my fears. 
of the event, I Founted, with more than a 
lover's impatience, the days which muſt elapſe 
before I could fee Lord Leicefter. At length the 
happy one arrived which brought him, and gave 
me at once joy and ſorrow, for who could tell 
me all its conſequences ? Foſtered in a Court; 
where he knew but one ſuperior; Lord Leiceſ- 
ter had added a perſonal pride to that which 
naturally ſprung from the nobility of his birth. 
The partiality of his Sovereign, who diſpenſed, 
through love, with his obedience, had prevent- 
ed his learning to diſguiſe his foibles: it was 
the buſineſs of every one to ſeem blind to them, 
by which means he was a favorite without being 

a hypocrite. Thoſe who loved him well enough 
to allow for this error, and a vanity I can ſcarce 
term ſo, when I remember the various and 
numerous advantages he poſſeſſed, might do any 
thing with him. 7 mpaſhoned, ; generous, good 
natured, and noble, where once he was attach- 
ed, his fortune, honor, nay life, would be riſk 
ed for his friend; but the few who are worthy 
that name, too often confined his affections. 
Lord Leiceſter was too exalted perhaps to be 
loved. But I digreſs. Pardon me, Madam, 
when you conſider the cauſe. This openneſs 
of heart gave me juſt reaſon: to apprehend: a 
guilty-mind would read the indignant eye'of my 
love, and induced me to ſuppreſs, for ſome:days,, 
the intended diſcloſure. - My precaution ſuc- 
ceeded ; Williaras knew the character of his 
Lord, and finding by the freedom and confi- 


dence 
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dence he ſtill teſtified, that 1 was true, began to 
rely on my word. A journey on which he was 
accidentally ſent, aſſiſted me highly, in leaving 
time for my Lord to cool. I laid the letter on 
his table one evening befofe I went to bed: 
Lord Leiceſter, who was in another room, came 
in after me, but had not half read it when he 
frightened me by his rage and indignation. Had 
the man been in the houſe I know not how the 
matter would have ended, but at length my 

tears and diſtreſs ſoftened him; he paſſed two 
days after in a thoughtful manner; I knew not, 


nor ventured to aſk him his reſolutions: at the 


end of that time he regained his temper and 
compoſure; he ſaw the apprehenſions lurking 
1}] in my heart, and bade me take courage, for 
he had found a way to quiet them for ever. I 
conjured my Lord at leaſt to conceal with cau- 
tion his conſciouſneſs of the affair, which he 
promiſed, and in a great degree performed ; but 
whether it was that knowing he was apprized 
of it made me fancy his manner would reveal 
it, I cannot ſay; certain it is, I never ſaw him 
look at or ſpeak to this man afterwards, without 
feeling my heart fink within me. vo) 3 
Sir Francis Drake, at this time, formed all 
the converſation of England; he had fitted out 
a large fleet againſt the Spaniards, with which 


be was ready to fail from Plymouth. Many 
noblemen, and others, engaged as volunteers, 


and an infinite number of people aſſembled from 
all parts to view the fleet. Lord Leiceſter, who 
had always been a ſtrong friend to Sir Francis, 
ſet out to take leave of him, and enlarged the 
train of domeſtics he uſually travelled with, for 
the ſake of appearing honorably among numbers 
1 THEY. who 
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who did not know him. 80 ardent was the 
deſire of all ranks of people to partake the ſigat, 
that not a ſingle male ſervant willingly flaid 
behind, —Willams had ſo great a relich for 
theſe expeditions, that he aſked my Lord to take 
bim; Le Val's ſickneſs keeping him at Kenil- 
worth, Lord Leiceſter complied. A fortnight 
elapſed before they returned, during which poor 
old Alice expired: with her died one of the wit- 
neſſes of my marriage: Father Anthony was 
ſtill in good health, as James, who regularly 
came once a month, brought word. 5 
Lord Leiceſter returned, and returned with- 
out Williams. — Struck to the heart, I had ſcarce 
ſtrength to enquire what was become of him. 
My ood aſked me if I ſuſpected him of having 
murdered the rogue? I have only ſent him, 
added he, with a gay air, a long voyage, to 
teach him to keep a ſecret. I knew no other 
way of getting rid of the raſcal. Sir Francis 
has undertaken to provide for him too affec- 
tually for my dear Matilda to know any further 
a on his account; in ſhort, he is ſhut up 
in a diſtant part of the veſſel, the ſailors are 
taught to conſider him as a madman, and have 
neither time to liſten to his tales, nor ſenſe to 
underſtand them. — Thus, my dear love, our 
fears are entirely over.“ B 
Rather begun,” I might have replied, for 
no rhetoric ever after charmed mine to reſt.—A__ 
thouſand accidents ruin our tranquillity, but it 
is better: to endure their worſt conſequences, 
than return evil for evil. However neceſſary the 
ſtep, the aſſuming a right to puniſh this man, 
was too culpable in my eyes, not to make me 
uneaſy; yet, ſince it certainly was to relieve me, 


Lord 
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Lord Leiceſter. executed the ſcheme, and be- 
cauſe. nothing could now recall it, I ſeemed 
ſatisfied : Ellinor too perſuaded me to be ſo, 
from thinking the traitor juſtly puniſhed. 
Before Lord Leiceſter returned to Court, I 
gained his conſent to a project I had long re- 
volved; this was to viſit my mother—to have 
the joy of being held in her arms, and to be 
acknowledged by her bleſling,,-He was too 
anxious to indulge all my wiſhes, to refuſe me 
in this inſtance; but, not being able to further 
it openly, he only gave me a ſufficient ſum of 
money to bribe her keepers, and directed Le 
Val to attend us. e | 
This man was as faithful as Williams was 
the reverſe—if at firſt he reſpected me but as 
the wife of his maſter, I afterwards gained an 
aſcendant with him from my own conduct, 
which attached him to me as much as to his 
Lord, and made the moſt eſſential ſervices ſeem 
trifles in his eyes. Eager to oblige and obey, 
he ſeemed always ready to fly wy 428 he knew 
whither, and a word of commendation was a 
ſufficient recompence. He was now in the poſt 
of Williams, who was ſuppoſed to have volun- 
tarily embarked with Sir Francis, and the ſecret 
of his fate was confined to Lord Leiceſter, my 
ſiſter, and myſelf. NE PT 
Attended by Le Val, we ſet out. for Coventry 
with beating hearts. We were to viſit, not 
merely a mother, but an only parent, the ſole 
perſon. in whoſe arms we could claim a refuge; 
though now, alas, far more able vainly to offer 
her one. We were to ſee that Queen whoſe 
matchleſs beauty was her leaſt ornament; to 
behold her graces withered by eighteen years 
5 e cConfine- 
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_ confinement; to ſhare in ther aMiCtions, and 
prove how dearly the children, who had never 
known her, could love their mother. 

But, alas! Madam, we were not permitted to 
realize theſe viſions.— Le Val found her keepers 
too honeſt, or too fearful to ſuffer any ſtranger 
to converſe with her, and the only privilege 
money could purchaſe, was that of ſeeing: the 
Queen, through a grated window, take her 
morning walk in a ſmall garden. Overwhelm- 
ed with deſpair at this news, we yet embraced. 
the only indulgence we could gain.—But, what 
did we not think that faithleſs woman deſerved, 
who thus treated her equal, her relation, her 
friend! We were conducted to the window, 
where we were permitted to remain without at- 
tendants; we ſaw her come down the'walk—but 
oh, 'how changed, and yet how lovely | Damp 
rooms had weakened her limbs her charming 
arms were thrown round the necks of two maids, 
without whoſe aſſiſtance ſhe could not move -a 
pale reſignation ſat on her ſtill beautiful fea- 
tures: her regal. mien could not be eclipſed by 

a habit of plain purple, nor her fine hair by the 
veil which touched her forehead. —— Her beads 
and croſs were her only ornaments, but her 
_ unaffected piety, and patient ſufferance, mingled 
the Saint with the Queen, and gave her charms 
beyond humanity, Our emotions were too ra- 
pid and ftrong for deſcription; we wept—we 
incoherently exclaimed—and ſtriking ourſelves 
eagerly againft the bars, ſeemed to hope ſome 
ſupernatural ſtrength would break them. More 
afflicted at ſeeing her thus, than not ſeeing her at 
all, I neither could behold her for my tears, or 
reſolve. to loſe a look by indulging in them.— — 


% 
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She drew near the ſpot where we ſtood, when 
our hands, which we had thruſt, in ſupplica- 
tion, through the bars, caught her attention.— 
She raiſed her fine eyes, with their uſual divine 
compoſure, to the window I would have 
ſpoke, but my lips denied all utterance. Alas ! 
that bleſſed that benignant glance, was the 
. firſt, the laſt, the only one we ever received 
from a mother. — When ſhe withdrew her eyes 
ſhe carried my very ſou] with ber; all m 

ſtrength failed at once, and I ſunk in a ſwoon 
in my ſiſter's arms. g 


3 


Suſpicions of this nature made it dangerous 
for my Lord, were we frequently to appear 
. there; yet this momentary view had awakened 
ſenſations, which, though leſs ſtrong than love, 
were equally laſting, and which empoiſoned my 
hours in the boſom of happineſs. Bitter tears 
upon the cheeks of my Leiceſter, when with 
fond endearment he would ſtrain me to his 
boſom, alone ſpoke my thoughts, and I ſacri- 
ficed the leſs to the greater duty.—Ellinor, my 
dear Ellinor, was, on this theme, my only 
counſellor, and we ſpent days in forming a 
- thouſand projects; tare, Fuhdag evening at 
diſcovering the impraCticability. The frequent 
abſences of my Lord, left me too much leiſure 
for this melancholy employment; yet the ardor 
of his paſſion made him chuſe every opportu- 
nity, however ſhort, to be with me, and I 
trembled leſt theſe inceſſant journeys ſhould 
attract the notice of Elizabeth, who had been 
for ſome time indiſpoſed, and was of- courſe 

| | more 
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more ſenſible to any inattention of her favorite. 
But Lord Leiceſter had not been uſed to con- 


troul, and ſometimes imputed hints to indif- 
ference which aroſe from the moſt generous 
motives, for my life was without any enjoy- 
ment in his abſence, but the hope of ſeein 

him again. When he was away, 1 e . 


wearily through every room, and ſaw only a 


magnificent ſolitude: but, whenever he ap- 
peared, joy and muſic animated the whole fa- 
mily; every apartment ſeemed to have found 


its gueſt, and every ſervant the happy ſubject 


of his duty. g 

T0 excuſe his frequent abſences to the 
Queen, my Lord avowed a paſſion for hunting, 
with which his conduct fo little agreed, that 
he ſhut himſelf up in Kenilworth Caſtle, and 


ſeldom paſſed beyond his own walls. Conſci- 


ous this muſt in time be obſerved, I learnt to 


ride expertly, and often obliged him to accom- 


pany us in mere prudence. To prevent our 
being too much fatigued, my Lord generally 
ordered a tent to be pitched, with refreſhments, 
in the foreſt; and one morning, finding myſelf 
ill, I quitted the chaſe almoſt directly, and 
went in ſearch of our reſting place, guided by 
a huntſman, as ignorant of it as ourſelves. 
Among the cloſeft and moſt intricate paths we 
encountered a gentleman on horſeback, attend- 
ed by many ſervants; to make way for us, he 
ordered his ſervants to return, and diſmount- 
ing, bowed, and remained uncovered while we 
paſſed. Addreſſing the man who attended us, 
he eagerly enquired for my Lord—the queſtion, 
I knew not why, alarmed me; I turned. in- 


ſtantly 
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ſtantly to examine his features, and my horfe 
continuing his pace, ftruck my head againſt an 
arm of a tree with ſo much violence, that the 
reins dropt from my hand, and the ſtranger was 
juſt quick enough to catch me. I fainted: one 
of his train opened a vein in my arm, which 
inſtantiy revived me, and I found myſelf in 
the ſtranger's arms, who preſſed, with more 
than common concern, the hand he held. 
Confuſed and perplexed with this accident, I 
endeavoured in vain to withdraw it, and ſee- 
ing my hair had fallen in its uſual curls over 
my neck, I looked about for my hat, which yet 
hung on the bough that ſtruck me. Regardleſs 
of. every. intreaty, I perſiſted in mounting my 
horſe, and returning inftantly, after I had ren- 
dered him every acknowledgment his active 
_ politeneſs merited. He rephed with ſuch pe- 
culiar: grace and gallantry, as gave me a great 
defire to know who he was, but his purſuing 
me with his eyes, rendered it impoſſible for 


ſome time: after which the huntſman informed 


me he was the nephew of Lord Leiceſter, Sir 
Philip Sidney. His appearance confirmed the 
agreeable impreſſion made by his character, and 
I only regretted being introduced to him by a 
vexatious accident which ſeemed too much to 
poſſeſs his mind. Engroſſed by theſe reflec- 
tions, although. I lay down, it was impoſfible 

to cloſe my eyes, when the abrupt entrance of 
my Lord rouſed me completely. Extreme vex- 
ation and diſorder marked his air, and without 
the leaſt enquiry into my hurts, he threw him- 
felf into a chair by me, and lamented the ma- 
lice of his fortune. Alarmed beyond meaſure, 
I ſtarted from the bed, and kneeling at his feet, 
- | conjured 
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conjured him to tell me in what new inſtance 
he had reaſon to complain.—** Matilda, ſaid 
he, fixing his eyes on me with a ſad intentneſs, 
the Queen approaches.” — My heart died withs 
in me at the words; his ſupporting arms alone 
. ſaved me from falling to the ground, and his 
cCatreſſeb ſtom fainting. + 3 ti © ts 2060 
6 J know her well, continued he, and have 
every reaſon to fear we ate betrayed. - The fub- 
tility of approaching without an expreſs, con- 
vinces me that ſhe ſuſpects at leaſt ſome, charm 
in Kenilworth I dare not avow. | I had always 
purpoſed, in compliance alike with my promiſe 
and my ſafety, to convey you to the Receſs in 
caſe this: event happened; but now I fear the 
appearance it will have, alike to my own. ſer- 
vants and Sidney's companions, who are all of 
the Queen's train, and but too much ftruck 
with your beauty.—One expedient alone re- 
mains— tell me, my love, may your Leiceſter 
hope to triumph over your becoming pride, 
your juſt reſentment? Will you eondeſcend to 
appear before Elizabeth in the ſame humble 
light in which you have hitherto appeared; 
and, forgetting awhile ſhe has been the per- 
ſecuter of your family, will you conſider her 
only as the patroneſs of your huſband?' ? 
I will forget every thing, cried I, in a 
tranſport of tenderneſs, which interferes with 
your fafety and ſatis faction: too happy in hav- 
ing ſomething to ſacrifice in proof of my love, 
I will be whatever you wiſh—as the daughter 
of Mary, my ſoul ariſes againſt Elizabeth; but, 
as the wife of Leiceſter, I ought to know no 
' pleaſure except his; nor have I had, till this 
alarming moment, a merit in ſubmiſſion.“ 
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What are the ties of marriage, ſaid my 
Lord (the tears mingling on our cheeks) to theſe 
inviſible ligaments of the ſoul! I can ſo little 
bear to be ſurpaſſed in generoſity, that I can 
| hardly refrain from leading you to the Queen 
as her hoſteſs, and charming the court with the 
ſight of a wife, who is my ſole pride and ever- 
laſting pleaſure.” TE 
Precious, ineſtimable moment of. my life, 
when the warmth of my heart was fo fully diſ- 
layed, ſo 32 anſwered !l—Ah, Madam, 
Lord Leiceſter had the rare ſecret of governing 
a generous mind. 5 * 

851 The ſame conſiderations prevailed on Elli- 
nor to give the ſame conſent, and the ſhort 
hour previous to the-Queen's arrival' was ſpent 
by us in ſchooling our eyes and hearts, left the 
ſpirit of the injured and pride of the noble 
ſhould betray all. —Apprehenſfive too, leſt the 
ſimilitude my features bore to thoſe of my 
unfortunate mother, might ſtrike ſome idle ob- 
ſerver, I departed from her mode of dreſs, and 

- letting my hair cur] more over my face and 
neck, enwreathed it fancifully with flowers ; 
then mixing with the villagers in habits reſemb- 

ling theirs, we waited to uſher the Queen into 

the great hall, by ſtrewing that and the inner 
court with aromatic herbs. - Ss 
The amazing hurry produced by this unex- 
peRed viſit, had not ſubſided, when the can- 
non proclaimed the approach of Elizabeth. A 
faint ſickneſs came over me; my limbs were 
ſcarce able to ſupport my weight, and my eyes 
hardly ſerved to guide my ſteps. My nature 
ſhuddered at her, and the ſpirit of Norfolk 
trembled proudly within me. Moſt fortunately 
? con- 
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confounded with the gay cavalcade, I ſoon had 
performed my taſk, and retired without once 
fixing my eyes on her face. I ſtruggled much 
with myſelf, and regained a tolerable ſhare of 
compoſure ere her dinner was ſerved, at which 
we were, as uſual to ſing. . Concealed from ehe 
public gaze, I had now an opportunity of ex- 
amining the Queen. She was talking to m 
Lord, who waited behind her chair. Thoug 
the features of Elizabeth retained nothing of 
her mother's ſweetneſs, rep were regular; her 
eyes were remarkably ſmall, but ſo clear and 
quick, they ſeemed to comprehend every thing 
with a ſingle glance; the defect in her ſhape 
taking off all real Majeſty, ſhe ſupplied that 
deficiency by an extreme haughtineſs; a ſevere, 
' ſatirical ſmile marked her countenance, and an 
abſurd gaiety her drefs. I could not but ſup- 
poſe foreigners would imagine that Queen owed 
much of her reputation to her counſellors, who 
could diſgrace her venerable years by a bare 
neck, and a falſe head-of hair made in the moſt 
youthful faſhion. Yet, under other circum- 
ſtances, the ſcene would have been charming. 
The hall enriched and adorned with fine ſta- 
tues, tapeſtry, and purple fringed with gold, 
the high arched Gothick windows, which being 
thrown open, gave a beautiful view of the 
lake, covered with newly ornamented boats, 
ſtruck the queen with admiration; while the 
immenſe croud of royal attendants, and above 
all, the profound reſpect: of many of the no- 
bles, were ſights no leſs new to-me. I turned 
my eyes round to diſcover if among them I 
could find any to compare with Lord Leiceſter. 
Where, ah where! could they ſcle& his equal! 
1 N ſuppreſt 
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ſuppreſt anxiety gave a redoubled/ glow to his 
cheek; and his expreſſive eyes pierced through 
the veil which hid us from all others. Dinner 
removed, the muſic began. The uſual pieces 
played, a ſilence enſued only interrupted by my 
voice and the lute of my ſiſter. Amazement 
ſeemed to transfix every beholder, and all eyes 
purſued the bent of Lord Leiceſter's. —T he 
Queen dropt a peach ſhe was paring, and ſpeak- 
ing with warmth to Sidney, he replied with 
an air ſo enlivened as ſhewed his heart was in 
the ſubject. Scarce had I reached the conclu- 
fion of the air, when the curtain was drawn 
aſide, by the officious Sidney, and we ſtood ex- 
poſed to the view of the whole court. Over- 
whelmed with a thouſand ſenſations, I dropt 
the book I ſung from, and Ellinor bent over 
her lute with a beautiful modeſty. The vari- 
ous exclamations of the noblemen might have 
flattered our vanity, had we not been continu- 
ally told any thing can make, to courtiers, 
the wonder of an hour. That fatal moment 
was ſure the critical one of my life; it awak- 
ened dangerous ſuſpicions in the ſoul of Eliza- 
beth; endleſs anxiety-in the man in whom my 
life was bound up, and a paſſion in the heart 
of another; the cold hand of death alone could 
extinguiſh. 1 mean the amiable Sidney: 
charmed at finding in the perſon who charmed 
tlie whole court, thoſe features indelibly im- 
preſſed on his memory, he delivered himſelf 
entirely up to his predilection with a generous 
The moment I could recolle&t myſelf, I con- 
ſidered the Queen attentively; ſhe ſat in the 
penſive poſition into which our appearance had 
1 | thrown 


F 


FEC 
thrown her; ſometimes ſurveying us with deep 
obſervation, then, with a keener glance, Lord 
Leiceſter. I laboured to ſupport the painful 
examination with compoſure, but the care de- 
feated itſelf, and involuntary bluſhes covered 
my face, as often as I became the object of her 
attention. The indifference the Queen expreſſ- 
ed towards the muſic, obliged every one ele 
to be ſilent on the ſubject, and we ſoon ob- 
tained permiſſion to retire. Sydney, who was 
the meſſenger, overwhelmed us with apologies 
for the ſhare he had in our confuſion, although 
by the command of his ſovereign... I had per- 
petual, reaſon for reſenting his officiouſneſs, 
but Sidney. was not born to be hated. To ex- 
alted generoſity, and the moſt manly courage, 
he joined elegance, refinement, and a temper 
ſuperior to events. Yes, gallant Sidney, this 
noble juſtice Matilda owes thy virtues |——of 
all her. misfortunes, that of becoming thine 
touched her moſt deeply.——— Our apparent 
ſtate of dependence never once induced Sir 
Philip to forfeit that reſpet a man of merit 
owes to himſelf. ;—it only united to the polite- 
neſs univerſally due to the ſex, and affecting 
deference which dignified its object. A huſ- 
band leſs adored than Lord Leiceſter, might 
with reaſon have dreaded ſuch a rival» Mid- 
night alone gave us the freedom of compar! 
opinions, and I ſaw, with unſpeakable regret; 
the peace of my Lord deſtroyed during this 
viſit. A depreſhon, he could hardly account 
for, filled up the intervals we paſſed together; 
and, inſtead of employing them in forming an 
reaſonable plan, nothing remained of all our. 
mutual tenderneſs but filence, fighs, and tears. 


Elizabeth, 


3 
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Elizabeth, in defiance of time and under- 


ſtanding, indulged a romantic taſte inconſiſtent 
with either; and, not ſatisfied with real pre- 
eminence, affected to be deified by the flattery 
of verſe. The Lady of the Lake was the title 
ſhe choſe to be known by here, and nothing art 
could invent, or wealth procure, was wanting to 


- render the various pageants complete. A boat 
ſcooped like a ſhell, and encloſing a throne, 
.. conveyed her to the aight, where 7 

more, habited like Nereids, waited to receive 


and many 


her, and uſhering her to a grotto inlaid with 
ſhells. and looking-glaſs, we preſented her, in 
baſkets made of ſea-weed, pearl, coral, amber, 
and every jewel of the water; while the place 
Ae with panegyrics ſo labored and miſ- 
applied, that it was with difficulty we forebore 
ſmiling at the gravity with which ſhe liſtened to 


them. 


I found, with ſurprize, Lord Leiceſter feared 
the eyes of every indifferent ſpectator would 
penetrate through a myſtery, Elizabeth only had 
an intereſt in developing. It is the common 
weakneſs of humanity to bend the attention ſole- 
ly to minute objects, while the leading ones 


come upon us totally unawares.—l, on the con- 


trary, fancied myſelf every. moment ſurveyed 
with a harſh air 0 an inflexible imperial rival. 


— Every lady of the court, under the pretext of 


ſeeking our intimacy, continually ſounded El- 


linor and myſelf on our real condition, and the 


timid incoherent manner in which we anſwered, 
gave me the moſt-mortal fears of their employer. 
———Abject ſlaves to the Queen's amuſement, 
ſhe kept us continually in her ſight, and without 
deigning to open her own lips, ſeemed to tempt 

HS 8 us 


[4 q 


— 


us to complain by eternal whims.—In thoſe 
moments, love, ſhame, and apprehenſion, . fpoke 
a language intelligible in all countries in the 
features, of Lord Leiceſter; and Elizabeth, 
having doubtleſs aſſured herſeif, by theſe arti- 
fices, that there muſt be ſomething to reveal, left 
her train at one end of the gallery, and retiring 
to the other with my Lord, interrogated him, as 
I inſtantly conjectured. — The fate of my mother 
now aroſe more ſtrongly to my mind. Ah! 
why, thought I, did 1 leave the happy folitude 
in which ſhe placed me, only to ruin the object 
of my affections, and deliver myſelf up to an 
inexorable tyrant, who can now wreak her ma- 
lice without even being ſuſpeRed !” Inſenſible 


to the gay crowd who addreſſed me, I obſerved 


my Lord reply to her eager queſtions with heſi- 
tation and anxiety; as he talked, he fixed his 


eyes on me with the uneaſy air of a perſon who 
wiſhes to convey through them what he is hope- 


| Jeſs of making you comprehend any other way. 


I reſolved to prevent an error on my part, by a 


timely retreat; when ſuddenly ſpeaking aloud; 


Lord Leiceſter advanced towards us :—** Mark 
well all I fay,” faid he, in a whiſper, en 


me and my ſiſter to the ſeat of the Queen,.“ 
ſhall more ſurpriſe theſe children, ſaid he, with 
the knowledge of their origin than your Majeſty 
—it is neeCleſs to give them the reaſons I have 
laid before you for this ſecrecy ; it muſt be ſuffi- 
cient honor and pleaſure for them to find them- 
ſelves daughters of the houſe of Dudley, and 


objects of their Sovereign's gracious patronage.” 


Seeing him bend his knee, ours, ſtubborn and 


reluctant as they were, gave way, and we kiſſed 


the fatal hand ſhe majeſtically tendered. She in- 
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formed us, ſhe added us to her train of maids of 
honor, and ſhould carry us with her on the mor- 


row towards London. Lord Leiceſter, charmed 


with having eluded all her ſuſpicions, "dreamt 


not of the ſnare he had wound round his own 
heart in yielding us up to Elizabeth, whoſe 


conſummate art induced her to pive credit to a 
moſt improbable fiction, on purpoſe to place us 


| beyond his reach, which ſhe could no other 


way have effected.  _ 
The hour of reſt enabled him to open all his 
heart. —1 underſtood that Elizabeth had ad- 
dreſſed him in fo deciſive a manner on the con- 
viction of our being born above our preſent 
rank, that he could not hope to ſave us from the 
moſt menial degradations. but by a falſe confi- 
h the idea of a 
poſſibility, that his brother, the Lord Guild- 
ford, might have married Lady Jane Grey, a 
twelvemonth ere the two politie Dukes of. Suf- 
folk and Northumberland thought it prudent to 
appear leagued : during which,' he declared the 
unfortunate Lady Jane gave birth to us both: 
the ſame policy induced them to conceal this 
event till the Suffolk family ſhould be eſtabliſn- 
ed on the throne, and that hope being for ever 
defeated, prudence ſtil] buried us in oblivion ;— 
finally, that the ſecret reſted now only in his own 
boſom, from whence his attachment to Eliza- 
beth would never ſuffer it to tranſpire, and that 
if the Queen ſtill wiſhed to patroniſe us, he 
thought it would be prudent to let us imagine 
ourſelves his own illegitimate daughters. —To 


all this Elizabeth replied little, but ſuffering 


him to ſettle it his own way, perſiſted only in 
taking us from him. Res 1 - | 
e ler 
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Her mode of conduct convinced me at once 
that ſhe utterly diſcredited the whole of this fic- 
tion; which allied us, by another. branch, al- 
moſt as near to the throne as we really food. | 
Would not a. jealous, ſelfiſh ſoul, like hers, 
have note > dates, facts, 1 and 
witneſſes? Would ſhe not have made us under- 
go the fate of Lady Catharine, the legal heir of 
the houſe of Suffolk, whom, by a barbarous, 
unfeminine uſe of power, ſhe tore from the moſt 
near and ſacred of human tyes,.and condemned, 
even in the bloom of youth, to a ſolitary life of 
impriſonment, only for having dared to become 
a wife and mother? — Would not, in a word, all 
the fury of her temper have blazed forth, but 
that ſhe meditated a more ſafe and ſilent ruin? 
Unwilling to add to the anguiſh,of this mo- 
ment by one ſurmiſe, I threw myſelf into his 
arms, and filent, ipoechioles ſtrained him to my 
heart—ſupplicating, men as that God who 
alone could protect us. language could 
have affected Lord Leiceſter like this condut.— — 
He accuſed himſelf of having meanly conſidered 
his own ſafety; and we were obliged. repeatedly 
to aſſure him, we thought he had. acted with the 
moſt conſummate. judgment, ere we could re- 
concile him to himſelf, ** Surely Matilda thinks 
me a ſufficient ſufferer, cried he, in loſing the 
charm of her ſociety ?—Can I. have forgotten, 
that I, dare no longer indulge even my eyes with 
her beauty? — Can I haye forgotten that all 
other men may freely adore her, and that her 
happineſs. is not more in the power of Elizabeth 
than mine is in _hers?—Did I not know the 
Queen would willingly puniſh her whole race 
. the celibacy ſhe nal on herſelf, 1 TY 
doubt 


\ 
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doubt her protecting the pretenſions of Sydney; 
but ſhe dreads too much multiplying claims to 


the crown, and I alone ſhall be perſecuted with 


his paſſion. —Pity my ſituation, added he, and 
with a uniform coldnefs, daſh his preſumptuous 
hopes. 


choice and affections led her into the world, I 
rely upon her generous ſoul to ſupport its evils 


with prudence and patience. — This will be our 


laſt converſation for ſome time one only cau- 
tion let me recommend to you both make no 
confidants, cultivate the friendſhip of Lady 
Pembroke, and never forget that you conſtantly 
act under the eye of a haughty, jealous, and re- 
vengeful Sovereign.“ | . 
eedleſs admonition ! Could a daughter of 
the Stuart line ceaſe to dread and hate Eliza- 
beth ? —Could a wife too, who ſaw the life of 
the man ſhe loved depended on her prudence, 
for one moment dare to ſhew ſhe did ſo? 
Condemned to mingle with the world, I en- 


- tered it with preſages ſo melancholy as ſhewed 


my future fortune. Without daring to teſtify 


my grief, even by a look, I departed from that 
| hoſpitable manſion in which I had vainly pro- 
-miſed myſelf long years of unſpeakable happi- 


neſs. —I departed without my Lord, and in ſo 


doing experienced every miſery of love and de- 


pendence.—Ah ! how weak are thoſe wretches 
who look up to us with wonder, cried I, men- 
tally, as we paſſed through every town, did ye 
know the breaking heart this ſplendid garb co- 


vers !|—did ve feel the galling chain which 


writhes round it, and deepens my cheek with 
Sh | deſtructive 


How do I lament the fate which in- 
. volves the fair Ellinor in calamities the ſame 
_ motives cannot reconcile her to] but ſince her 
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deſtructive beauty, how wouldyyou bleſs the gra- 
cious God who gives you peace and igno- 
rance | : | 


Received, acknowledged, and admired, we 
ſoon became familiar appendages to Elizabeth; 
nor had we any hopes of ſeeing our bondage 
end but with her life. It was not the leaſt of 


my evils that I involved my Ellinor in this cala- 


mity, which love of me could alone render ſup- 


portable. By a caprice for which there is no 
accounting, Elizabeth, whoſe eyes were ever 
watchful, and heart ſuſpicious, bent both: for 


ever on Ellinor; who endured from her, with 
ſilent indignation, a thouſand paſſionate extra- 


vagancies, Contrary to Lord Leiceſter's idea, 
1 plainly perceived ſhe encouraged every preten- 


der to either, obviouſly to develope the myſtery 
ſhe eaſily diſcerned through his falſe — — 


— Tortured:-with the paſſion of Sit: (Phillis... 


found all my rigor could not extinguiſh hopes 


the Queen patronized, while Lord Leiceſter's 


confidence ſeemed to contract, in proportion as 
it became difficult for me to partake it. 


The fair Pembroke attached herſelf particu- 


larly to Ellinor, and Roſe Cecil, Lord Bur- 
leigh's ſecond daughter, profeſſed an unbounded 


friendſhip for me. I had ſo great a deference to 
the command of my Lord, as to withhold mine, 
till time convinced me too feelingly, ſhe was 
incapable of abuſing it. She was almoſt a ſtran- 
ger at Court as weil as ourſelves, and brought 
up under a mother who abhorred it; the death 
of that mother leaving her to the care of an 
ambitious father, he flattered himſelf her beauty 
would win her a huſband of merit, ere ſhe had 


was 


gained courage to aſſert her own choice. He 
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was not miſtaken in the firſt, opinion: the ten- 
der bloom both of her mind and perſon, attach- 
ed to her a thouſand hearts, but though in all 
other inſtances compliance itſelf,” in the article 


of marriage, ſhe refuſed to obey even the Queen, 


who conſequently hated her. This ſad confor- 
mity of ſituation, both were at liberty alike to 
lament, and with the candour incident to youth, 
J found it difficult to limit my lamentations. 
Our ſituations and tempers made us alike cul- 
tivate an attachment with Lady Arundell, Sir 


Philip's eldeſt ſiſter, who had long ſince retired. 


to a ſeat of his on the banks of the Thames, 
upon the impriſonment of her Lord. With leſs 


ſhining qualifications than her more fair and 


fortunate ſiſter, Lad Arundell poſſeſſed a Roman 
ſtrength of ſoul. © Beloved from childhood by 
Elizabeth, ſhe iniphe have remained a favorite, 
even while: her huſband was a victim, but ſhe 
inexorably inſiſted on ſharing. his priſon, and 
when it foon after became his grave, retired in 
an honorable poverty, and owed her little income 
to her brother's bounty.—Thus, in innocence 
and hallowed widowhood, paſſed the days of this 
amiable woman, who now enjoyed the firſt and 
laſt of human pleaſures, the ſeeing herſelf ſur- 
rounded with friends, although the had only 
merit to attach them. 

The reſentment of Philip the ſecond of Spain 


broke forth at this period, and employed every 


one's thoughts; more eſpecially the Queen's, 
with whom love was ever ſo ſubordinate a con- 


fideration, that I flattered myſelf Lord Leiceſter 


would chuſe this opportunity to plan our future. 


meetings, and a little relieve me from the infup- 


portable tortures of perpetual hypocriſy, When 


now, 
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now, to complete my evils, he for whom I re- 
nounced every diſtinction due to my ſex and 
birth, he in whom my ſoul was treaſured, re- 
garded me with coldneſs and diſdain. I exa- 
mined my own heart. It did not make me a fin- 
gle reproach; but the knowing I was wr 
could not reſtore my peace. I began to dread 
that ſatisfied love had given place to ambition; 
that conſidering me as the only bar between 
himſelf and Elizabeth (who became more and 
more gracious to him) he vainly ws arp 


had made me ſo. —My hatred to the Queen re- 
doubled, although ſhe treated me much .better 
than my ſiſter, as ſhe always conceived Ellinor 
his favorite, becauſe the vehicle of his ſenti- 
ments to me: yet, though his diſpleaſure was 
ftrongly marked, it did not ſpring from indiffer- 
ence; for at the ſame time he carefully avoided 
my converſation, he inceſſantly watched my. ae- 
tions, and was always in my view, without ever 
being in my reach. —It was impoſſible not to 
diſcern he muſt be jealous ; but alas, ſuſpicion 
Toon makes the cauſes it ſeeks. My bluſhes 
and the diſorder of my air, when any ſuppoſed 
lover addrefled me, confirmed his fatal prejudice; 
and the impoſſibility of finding an opportunity 
to acquit myſelf, almoſt diſtracted me. Fortune, 
ſhortly after, added the only aggravation my 
fate admitted. | PACO UI SY 3 
The fair Roſe Cecil, whoſe attachment -I 
have mentioned, had inſenfibly engaged my af- 
fections by the warmth of her own. The plea- 
ſure I took in diſcourſing about my Lord, made 
me overlook for a time, that ſhe was equally un- 
wearied of the topic ; but the eager manner in 
which the revived it, While increaſing forrow | 
Vo I cG | buried 
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buried his name in my heart, at laſt opened my 
eyes. I obſerved her more cloſely, I ſaw the 
ſtrong affection which impelled her to be near to 
him, while her heightened colour, and univerſal 
agitation, whenever he addreſſed her, made the 
'{ecret inclination of her heart but too obvious. 
There are wives who would have ſeized this oc- 
caſion to retort, but ſhe. was ſo innocent I could 
not diſtruſt her, and was above appearing to do 
ſo. Some imaginary light overcame a mind ſo 
delicate, and one evening ſhe indulged in her 
tears, and unboſomed her whole heart. In 
vain, ſhe ſaid, did years and circumſtances di- 
vide her from Lord Leiceſter, ſince ſhe took 
more pleaſure in ſilently admiring him, than in 
being admired by the whole world. — ““ Ah, 
madam, eried ſhe, how barbarous are hereditary 
| hatreds ! Exert yourſelf for me, deareſt Matil- 
da, diveſt my Lord's mind of ſo narrow a pre- 
jud ice, aſſured that this obligation will double 
an attachment equally produced by your own 
. e family you ſpring from. 
What a propoſal was this to a wife to a wife, 
did I ſay ; alas, to a lover —a wild and extrava- 
gant lover? — She embraced me, and hid her 
tears and agitations on my boſom—a boſom 
which ſtruggled with agonies yet more trying. 
Affected alike with her innocence and her fate, 
1 returned her careſſes, and wept like a mother 
zover her child. She left me ſufficient leiſure 
t conſider my anſwer; I told her, in pitying, I 
me wed her all the kindnefs in my power, ſince 
the little influence Fhad with my Lord was ob- 
vious enough. I hinted that hers muſt ever be 
a hopeleſs attachment, as the viſible diſtinction 
of the Queen made & very improbable Lord 
ped | Leiceſter 
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Leiceſter ſhould marry any; other woman, not to 
mention the vaſt diſparity between her years and 
his. +3 Ti ou ” 

She replied, that ſhe had conſidered this over 
fo often, that ſhe had reconciled herſelf to every 
article. The Queen thought more of war than 
marriage, and ſurely if Lord Leiceſter could be 
brought to do juſtice to her heart, her youth 
would never be conſidered as a fault. 5 

In ſhort, I eafily underſtood that what ſhe 
wiſhed, ſhe was reſolved to hope. I dropped the 
ſubject, but it was with infinite chagrin I be- 
held this lovely girl encourage a paſſion, ſo ma- 
ny cauſes concurred to render | hopeleſs. In 
fact, it did not long eſcape the Queen's notice, 
and the unfortunate Roſe ſaw every body appear 
to be acquainted with her weakneſs but its ob- 
jet, who ſhewed a coldneſs towards her, almoſt 
amounting to a diſlike: to me ſhe always flew 
for conſolation, and I frequently adminiſtered 
that I could not find. C 
On ſo important an event as the expected in- 
vaſion, the Engliſh were all prepared to take 

arms: Lord Leiceſter, as their leader, was al- 
ready encamped ; and I parted with him in com- 
mon with the other Courtiers, without the pri- 
vilege of uttering a ſyllable that. might give 
peace to his heart or my own. The miſery of 
my ſituation became intolerable, when fear of 
my Lord's ſafety was added to every other fear, 
and I reſolved on an explanation, whatever the 
conſequence. The natural aſcendancy love and 
ſuperior years gave him over me when preſent, 
vaniſhed with him : I intreated him to ſuffer me 
by knowing to-repair an involuntary fault, and 
before it was too late, recover an affection I 

OO. G 2 could 
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vers uſually promiſe. 
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could not long ſurvive. I conjured him to re- 


member he was my all in this life, and that if he 


continued to withhold his confidence, I could 
only conclude he repented the having ever be- 
ſtowed it; and ſhould finally give up all care of 
a being, which was no longer dear to me when 
it ceaſed to be ſo to him. 

The equivocal turn of theſe expreſſions I 


thought would ſecure this letter, even if inter- 


cepted, from producing any evil conſequence ; 
and while dubious how to convey it, Sir Philip 
Sidney demanded permiſſion to take leave of me: 
not all the pangs I ſuffered through his love, 
could rob him of my regard the diſguiſing it 
was all in my power. To his care I committed 
this letter, aſſured he might be truſted even 


with the truth; and tranſported with the leaſt 


mark of my confidence, he promiſed all that lo- 


« 


No ſooner was he gone, than I remembered 
the ill- choſen meſſenger might render Lord Lei- 
ceſter inſenſible to the contents of a letter bliſ- 
tered with my tears.— Alas when once we en- 
ter the labyrinth of poſſibilities, to which jea- 


louſy is the fatal centinel, hardly ever can we 


extricate ourſelves. The gentle conſolations of 
Ellinor were all my fate had left me; but for 


her, ſickneſs muſt have been the conſequence of 


ſorrow : but during the hours of retirement (for 
one apartment held us) ſhe omitted nothing to 
ſooth or {ſtrengthen my mind :—incomparable 


ſiſter! what a ſoul was thine ! Oh! why were 


tears my only tribute to thy boundleſs genero- 

At length Lord Brook arrived expreſs from 

the camp, and took the firſt opportunity to de- 

. 2,5 liver 
1 | 
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liver me a letter from my Lord, He ſaid I had 
found means to convert the accuſer into the cri- 
minal, and conjured me to pardon, a mean jea- 
louſy, which puniſhed itſelf. My too ready 


obedience to the Queen's command, be added, 


and the obvious pleaſure I had found in his ne- 
phew's converſation, had poiſoned every moment 
of his life ſince I came to Court. Sydney's ta- 
lents, his equal years, his generous diſpoſition, 
all conſpired. to make him a formidable rival. 
I am not meanly jealous of your perſon, con- 
tinued he—no, Matilda, it is your heart of 
which I am a miſer; nor do I wiſh you mine, 
whatever your loſs may coſt me, longer than 
you wiſh yourſelf ſo. Under the cruel circum- 
ſtances impoſed on us, leſs might excuſably 
alarm a heart. which has ſo ſeverely ſuffered for 
its candor; yet, too juſt in my nature to conſi- 
der that as your fault, which muſt have proved 
our mutual misfortune, I reſolved to bury in my 


boſom. its killing ſuggeſtions, and ceaſe to pro- 


| ſecute you with a paſſion which you dared not 

repel, however reluctant your heart. But that 
which would have made a common mind jealous, 
has eradicated the weakneſs from mine ; for no- 
thing but ſpotleſs innocence could have made 
you chuſe out my imaginary rival as the vehicle 
of your ſentiments. Truth and conviction flaſh 
upon my bewildered ſenfes, and love breathes 
through every invaluable line of your dear let- 
ter, - How, how ſhall I ever recompence you for 
my injuſtice ?—I can no longer live without 


bumbling myſelf at your feet, and receiving a 


pardon I fear I ſhall never deſerve. I have at 
length reſolved to confide our ſecret to Lady 
Arundell—ſorrow and experience have ſurely 


taught | 
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taught her diſcretion. Her houſe is the only re- 


tired one I know of to which you can come with 


ſafety. Appear indiſpoſed, and the Queen will 
not ſuſpect more in the requeſt of paſſing ſome 
time with my niece, than the obvious one of be- 
ing unable to ſupport the hurry and fatigue of 
the times. I will prepare Lady Arundell for 


your reception, and ſnatch the firſt moment 


conſiſtent with my duty to fly and enliven your 
folitude. The embrace that confirmed you 
mine was leſs dear to me, than that which will 


feal your forgiveneſs. - Oh!] my love, ended he, 


who could endure the tortures of doubt, were 
not the moment of reconciliation ſo exquiſite a 
„„ oo 1 . 

Ah, true indeed! for all the pleaſures of my 
life faded before that moment I ſcemed to tread 


in air, and had hardly command enough of my- 


ſelf to affect languor and ſickneſs. Elizabeth, 
who always found herſelf fatigued with indiſpo- 
ſition, becauſe not ſubject to it herſelf, readily 
conſented to my ſpending a month with Lady 


Arundell, who received me with infinite plea- 


ſure. I found ſhe had been only appriſed of my 
marriage, and that my Lord ftill withheld the 
ſecret of my birth. She allotted me a magnifi- 
cent apartment, which concluded with a ſaloon 
opening to the Thames. This noble room was 
embelliſhed with valuable paintings, ſome of 
which were not yet finiſhed, and a painter of 
eminence frequently attended to complete them. 
This man was employed by her to take a picture 
of me, which might fill up the interval of my 
Lord's abſence, as well as agreeably ſurpriſe 
him. I was one day dreſſed gaily for this pur- 
poſe, and waiting in the ſaloon. I 8 
a | the 
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the man enter, but how was 1 ſurpriſed to ſee 


him a moment after at my feet! I turned indig- 
nantly towards him. Ah, heavens! it was my 
Lord, my Leiceſter himſelf ! who ſafe in that 
diſguiſe, which he and Lady Arundel] had agreed 
on, was to forbid the painter whenever he cuuld 


viſit us with ſafety, We learnt from him news 
of the utmoſt importance, that Heaven itfelf 


had fought for Elizabeth, and defeated an ar- 


mada her power could ill have coped with. 


This intelligence, by ſecuring Lord Leiceſter, 


joyed even my heart; and the pride of forgiving. 


being added to the pleaſure of loving, life coul 

beſtow no more on me. 1 ee 
I had now learnt to be beforehand with ſuſ- 
picion; and as Sir Philip, charmed with the 
opportunity of ſeeing me out of the chilling 
circle of a Court, was almoſt a dail 


of an implied confidence. I could hardly 
ſometimes forbear weeping to fee him thus 
purſuing a ſhadow, and waſting a glorious 
youth.—Oh Sidney | you was worthy of a bet» 


ter fate, and could I accuſe myſelf of embit- 


tering yours, I. ſhould be a wretch indeed 
but no, I honored, revered, admired you; nav, 
had I not already exchanged my heart, it muſt 


have been yours—you, whom ſo many women 
have loved, and none, no none were ever known 


to hate. | 


Having formed my reſolution, 1 permitted 
him one 


joyed with the diſtinction, he entertained me 


with a thouſand pleaſant ſallies. Ah ! is there 
a more pungent ſenſation in nature, than the 
neceſſity fortune ſometimes impoſes on generous 


minds 


8 viſitor, 
1 reſolved to end his hopes, even at the riſſue 


ay to lead me to the terrace, Over- 


1 
. (+5 


. 
— 


minds to afflict each other ? I opened my lips. 
the truth hovered on them but it was not 
till he himſelf tenderly preſſed me to add lan- 
guage to my expreſſive looks, and confide to 
him the ſentiments I had endeavoured to ſup- 
preſs, that I could ſpeak. *©* Alas! Sir Philip, 
cried I, why am I reduced to tell you, your me- 
rit and your attachment are by à combination of 
events my only misfortunes ?” 


What do you utter, Madam f cried he 
is this poſſible? | - 
„A painful truth, returned I, which the 
' bigheſt eſteem for you could alone extort.—— 
I am ſenſible of the influence of Elizabeth, but 
: bes me, I am among thoſe who cannot obey 
er,” | 8 EN, 
e Obey her] returned he; does the fair Ma- 
tilda know ſo little of me, as to imagine I 
would owe her hand to regal authority No 
Madam, Sidney would not on fuch terms, he 
may proudly ſay, deign to accept even yourſelf. 
While my paſhon was only my own misfortune, 
I thought myſelf at liberty to indulge it, but 
the moment it becomes yours, pride, honor, 
ſenſibility, all ordain eternal filence.—— Yet, 
ſurely, added he, in an affecting tone, a heart 
like mine might hope to know the fatality 
which thus wounds it.” | þ 39 96; 
By the love you have profeſſed for me, 
cried I, ſeizing his hand in turn with energy; 
by the honor which aCtuates you towards every 
human being, I conjure you' preſs no farther 
into a ſecret I have no right to reveal——if I 
If you had !—ah lovely, generous, candid 
Matilda—no, I will not invade any myſtery you 
N t 


hink 


\ 
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think it neceſſary to conceal. Since my hard 
fate deprives my youth of its ſole charm and 


hope—yet ſurely time—ah, may I hope nothing 
from time ?—age would ſteal upon me unob- 
ſerved were you but to allow me expectati- 
pet 85 | 

« Why, why, cried I weeping, am I com- 
pelled to a half confidence in a heart fo noble! 
—but be aſfured, Sir Philip, time can never 
unite us by any other bonds than thoſe of eſ- 


teem ; and ſurely, every day muſt ſtrengthen 
thoſe.” - | 


{© I think I underſtand you, replied he, fix- 


ing his eyes on mine with a melancholy firm- 
neſs, —and ſhall I expoſe you to the ungoverned 
paſſions of the Queen ?—no, ſince I am never 
—ſince eſteem is to be the only bond between 
us—he pauſed, and kneeling kiſſed both hands, 


as if taking an everlaſting leave - when next you 
ſee me—though I wring every fibre of this heart 
—when next you ſee me, I will feel intitled to 


all your eſteem.” “ 2 | | 

Riſing, he quitted me, and walked towards 
his barge, with ſad and irreſolute ſteps, fre- 
quently looking back as if he was ready to re- 
turn, and recant his declaration: but the barge 


ſwiftly conveying him toward London, I gave 
free vent to the tears I had with infinite difficul- 


ty ſuppreſſed. = RES 
The following evening Lord Leicefter had 


promiſed to paſs with us: he arrived with an 


air of ſatisfaction it was impoſſible I could 


avoid ſharing even while ignorant of its cauſe. 
„Who would rely on the conſtancy of a lover, 
ſaid he, with a *PPY ſmile, ſince even my 

e FE gTE A Matilda's 
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Matilda's charms could not retain my nephew's 
attachment! He has ſolicited the Queen's 
conſent to marry Miſs Walſingham; you know 
her love for him, but his ſudden return of it, 
amazes all acquainted with both. Elizabeth 
calls him a whimſical fool, but does not care 
to offend Sir Francis: by. refuſing her conſent, 
however diſpleaſed at his thus matching him- 
ſelf—the marriage will be celebrated in a few 
days, and my Matilda is invited to her rival's 
// 155 ( 9 

& Ah no, I ſhould have returned, had his 
jealouſy not taught me caution, thy Matilda 
as a triumph of her own to enjoy.“ Alas, I 
now underſtood Sidney's parting words, and my 
heart floated in tears tinctured ſo ſtrongly with 
every ſentiment but love, that I could hardly 
diſtinguiſh whether that had not a ſhare in the 
ſublimity of the moment. 


My Lord preſſed me to return to Court pre- 
vious to the ceremony ; he even gave out I 
meant to do fo, and this I only underſtood by 
a line which accompanied the formal invitati- 
ons ſent to me and Lady Arundel. Ah 
Madam, added Sir Philip, in the poſtcript, is 
it true that you return ere my ſacrifice is com- 
pleated ?”? | NN 
No, I will not return, fighed I, a huſ- 
band's claims extend no farther, and humanity 

reſumes its rights,” F ar" 


. 


„* „% „ „ * 


Ide dread that malicious obſervers might 
once more pry into Lord Leiceſter's moments 
of retirement, at laſt conquered the 11. 
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I felt at returning to Court. I ſaw, in defi- 
ance of danger, ſelf-indulgence continually in- 
creaſed upon him. At firſt, a few hours of 
the evening were all he devoted to me and La- 
dy Arundel; ſhortly after he came later and 
paſſed the night; ; he then pleaded fear of diſ- 
gracing one or the other, and loſt whole dayS.— 
« Ah, couldſt thou wonder thy former marri- 
age was diſcovered ?“ ſaid I, often to myſelf, 
after exhauſting all my rhetoric in vain to drive 
him from me.—Oh Leiceſter ! what was the 
wrath of Elizabeth then, to that ſhe would 
feel could ſhe explore the whole of this ſecret. ?”? 
I entreated Ellinor to write me word my ab- 
ſence was much remarked, and at laſt returned 
once more a voluntary victim. 1 of qe 
A ſad and ſilent admiration was the only ex- 
preſſion of my features at ſight of Sir Philip; he 
fighed at the compliment indiſpenſably due, 
1 his bride received with a cold contempt. 
Lo a countenance naturally harſh and inquiſi- 
tive, however beautiful, Miſs Walfingham had. 
always united a temper, proud, paſſionate, . and: 
peeviſh. Her ſtrong attachment to Sir Philip, 
— in all inſtances, where he was concerned, 
ſubdued for a time, or, veiled. thoſe failings... 
He could not be ignorant of a paſſion he had ſo 
often been rallied upon, and the moment he 
found it was not poſſible for him to make his 
own choice, he generouſly reſolved. to indulge 
hers. His motives could not be doubted, as all 
the Court knew ſhe had no fortune, and every 
body ſaw it was in her power to become the hap- : 
pieſt of women.——But alas, it was not m her 
nature far from ſeeking to win upon his heart, 
" a ſilent indulgence of all his little foibles, ſhe 
wearied | 
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wearied him with importunate fondneſs, and 
whenever buſineſs or wearineſs drove him from 
home, employed the interval in fomenting vio- 
lent paſſions, with which ſhe ſeldom failed to 
overwhelm him on his return. Incapable of 
bending ſo noble a mind to the little triumph 
of conquering a low one, and as incapable of 
regulating his life by the narrow rules ſhe would 
have laid down for him, he ſaw no alternative 
/ but the purſuit of glory, and ſollicited to be ſent 
| to his government of Fluſhing. 661] | 
Oh, pardon me, beloved Leiceſter, the bitter 
tears I fo often ſhed for the gallant Sidney. —— 
Ah why, why had he not choſen my ſiſter ? She 
Was free, ſhe had a hand, a heart, a perſon 
worthy his; ſhe would have cfowned his days 
with happineſs and his grave with honor. Alas, 
in the weak pride of humanity we feek to new 
model the diſtinctions of nature, and inſolently 
oppoſe our limited faculties to omniſcience. - 
New diſturbances in the Netherlands, now 
obliged Lord Leiceſter, as commander in chief, 
to accompany his nephew. I ſaw them both de- 
art, with reluftance ſo extreme as foreboded 
1 ealamity. The generous Sidney under- 
ſtood my filence, my conflicts, my wiſhes. 
„ Rely on my cares — rely on my honor, ſaid 
he at parting, and be aſſured, my breaſt muſt be 
cold as the earth which then will cover it, ere 
that feels one wound which lodges the fair Ma- 
tilda's heatt.— Oh, let me worſhip the wiſe or- 
dination of Providence ! If amidft all the evils 
fate and imprudence have overwhelmed me with, 
I til weakly feel a regret at pronouncing a laſt 
adieu, what muſt I have endured had I been the 
choſen l but why by ſuch remembrance * 
3 5 a er 
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her I love Vet dear is the ſenſibility, adored 

Matilda—Oh let the tears which now enrich 

your cheeks, be wholly Sydney's !?? 2 
And they were wholly Sidney's | A ſad pre- 


ſentiment heightened the anguiſh of this N 
Y 


by telling me we never more ſhould meet. 
remains not for my weak pen to paint the heroic 
death of Sir Philip Sidney ; It has employed the 
nobleſt. Even envy and malice dropt involun- 
tary tears, while friendſhip was exhaufted in 
vain lamentations. As to me, I ſet no bounds 
to my ſorrow, and every reaſon which once con- 
fined my eſteem for him to my own boſom, dying 
with him, I mourned as for a darling brother ; 
and thus perpetuated the ſecret hatred of his wi- 
dow, who, weak woman, envied me even the 
melancholy privilege of bewailing him. 
Anxiety for the fate of Lord Leiceſter, which 
this event muſt neceſſarily excite, too ſoon gave 
way to a ſtill nearer care. In vain I imputed 
my continual indiſpoſitions to grief: time con- 
firmed an' apprehenſion which had frequently 
alarmed me immediately after my Lord's depar- 
ture. 1 found but too plainly, that impru- 


dent love had produced a new misfortune, and 
that I bore about a living teſtimony of my mar- 


riage, from which the worſt conſequences 
might ariſe, { 5 to 888 

Ah, unhappy. babe, thy mother's anguiſh 
foreran thy birth ! Deprived by a ſad combina» 
tion of circumſtances of a welcome from thy 
mother, throbs of terror were thy firſt ſymptoms 
of exiſtence. This accumulation of misfortune 


ſeemed to benumb my reaſon. I knew not what 


to reſolve on. I ſaw myſelf almoſt in my royal 


born. 
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born. Alas, perhaps I may to-morrow be 
entirely ſo, I would cry to myſelf : let me fly 
then while yet my priſon gates are open. The 
eye of Elizabeth became yet more dreadful to me; 
I fancied every moment it dived into my heart, 
and death for ever ſeemed to ſurround me in 
forms yet dearer to me than my own. 

My ſiſter's better ſenſe. eaſily diſcerned how 
dangerous and how vain- a project flight muſt 
prove. You, ſhe would ſay, whoſe timid 
heart ſhrinks even from thoſe it loves: who have 
hitherto trod the moſt ſafe and confined circle; 
who hardly know what lonelineſs means ; how, 
in this ſituation, can you encounter the perils of 
the road, the inſolence of ſtrangers, the dan- 

ers of the ſea, and the terrors of a camp ? 
Een admitting all theſe happily paſt, in follow- 
ing Lord Leiceſter, you only change the object 
of Elizabeth's reſentment; from which, diſ- 
tance may not ſhield either you or your Lord. — 
Oh! by how many ways may ſhe revenge her- 
ſelf !—Leiceſter it is true loves you: but in you, 
at preſent, are centered future diſtinction, pomp, 
and a variety of pleaſures never yet indifferent 
to him :—theſe will be the leaſt of his loſſes; 
and believe me, if the ſecret tranſpires, that it 
is his own way will one day prove your deareſt 
conſolation :—and, ſurely, my dear Matilda will 
not entirely forget a ſiſter, whoſe only joy or 
ſorrow ſhe yet has been.” _ 1 
+ | The laſt tender conſideration entirely ſubdued 
a ſpark of diſpleaſure®excited by the former. I 
ſubmitted my- wavering reſolutions to her di- 
rection, and wrote an anonymous letter, de- 
ſcriptive of my ſituation, which, with innume- 
rable charges, Lady Arundel delivered to Lord 
. | Brook, 
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Brook, the diſtinguiſhed friend of Sir Philip 
Sidney, to convey into Lord Leiceſter's own 
hands. That amiable woman became the con- 
fidant of my preſent fear, and with unwearied 
kindneſs conjured me to rely upon her conduct 
in her houſe ſhe aſſured me of an aſylum, and 
in herſelf of another mother for the unfortunate 
infant. I felt all the indulgence of Heaven in 
providing me ſuch an unexpected reſource ;z and 
almoſt wiſhed I had not made my Lord a par- 
taker in cares, he was ſo little able to relieve. 
By her advice I ſummoned courage to appear 
again in the Court. We ſeldom, ſaid the 
prudent Lady Arundel, criticiſe thoſe we ſee 
every day; novelty alone attracts curioſity z and 


if you are abſent any time, ſome eye of the. 


many your return will attract, may - pierce 


through every veil into the cauſe. I will care- 


fully watch, and when neceſſary, warn you to 
retreat.“ | Fi oh} ARR 
I found on my return, the fair Roſe Cecil 
had quitted London by the command of - her fa- 
ther, who was highly incenſed, alike at her re- 
fuſal of a very advantageous match, and the 
paſſion which cauſed it. he loſs of her ſociety, 
which at another time I ſhould have lamented, 
became an advantage in the preſent delicate con- 
juncture. I no longer durſt wiſh for compani- 
ons I could not keep at a diſtance; and I hoped 
ere we met again I-ſhould be more at liberty to 
cultivate the attachment ſhe profeſſed to me, 
while time would have conquered that unfortu- 
nate one which alone could interfere with it. 


counted the moments ere a letter could ar- 


rive from my Lord—in vain Ellinor aſſured me 
the time was inſufficient, had Lord Brook's 
Fe," | jaurney 
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journey met with no delay. We were talking 
this over one morning,” when a Toud knocking 
at the door much earlier than uſual, ſtartled us 
both; how was I amazed a moment after to ſee 
my Lord ruſh in, booted, and with that diſor- 
dered dreſs and air which ſhewed him juſt arriv- 
ed! Pale, and ſpeechleſs, I threw myſelf into 
his arms, and made no other return to his em- 
braces than by ſighs and tears, while Ellinor, 
ſtruck with the ſingularity of his conduct, re- 
peatedly demanded how he came there? — “ To 
fee, to ſave my love, cried he, fixing his eyes on 
mine with unutterable fondneſs; will not my 
Matilda bleſs me with another ſelf? and could 1 
be ſuch a ſavage to leave her to face the pain, the 
grief, the danger alone? Dry your tears, my 
moſt beloved, am not I with you? I, whom 
you have made the happieſt of mankind; I 
Who was born but to worſhip you?“ —““ Im- 
prudent ! cried I ſtriking my own boſom—alas, 
my love, how is it I fee you here ? -A ,t ſeemed 
as if reaſon, like light, pierced at once through 
the chaos of his mind. Abſorbed in the ſingle 
_ conſideration of my ſituation, he had poſted to 
England without reſting a moment on the re- 
ceipt of my letter, nor could find a cauſe 
-might ſatisfy even indifferent obſervers, much 
more the jealous ſoul of Elizabeth. —** Ah, 
heavens l we are now indeed ruined, cried I, 
wringing my hands, the implacable enemy of 
my peace will become ſo of yours, and every 
malicious eye will now be fixed on her who 
finks under the moſt cafual obſervation. —Oh 
that the ſilent manſion in which I ſo long vege- 
Ftated had been my grave, ſince I quitted it but to 
become a misfortune to the man 1 love!“ 
. 5 | : | 46 Why $ 
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„ Why will my Matilda, returned Lord Lei- 
ceſter, with a; noble mildneſs, monopolize love 
and generolity ? Perhaps I have yet ſufficient in- 
fluence over Elizabeth, to perſuade. her, fears 
for her welfare alone brought me home; but 
even if not, ſhall I refuſe to bear a ſingle: mor- 
tification for her ſake who has bor ne ſo many for 
mine ?— The worlt ſhe. can diſcover. is our mar- 
riage; your birth is beyond the power of malice, 
Summon all your fortitude, my love, and let us 
concert every meaſure neceſſary to our mutual 
ſafety, for I will take every care of myſelf you. 
wan wiſh me. Never more, I ſolemnly ſwears 
will your huſband leave you. Dreams of for- 
tune and favor fade away before the realities of 
life; let us, with our darling ſiſter, ſeek. a 
ſhelter in France; I want not the means of af- 
fluence, independent of the Queen. Let us 
then avow our union, and thus convert my dear 
Matilda's tenderneſs, always her firſt charm, alike . 
into her virtue and her happineſs. There. ſafe 
from the vengeance of Elizabeth, we may, with- | 
out*fear or diſhonour, quietly await her diſſoluti®. _ + 
on. Imagine, my love, the exquiſite:tranſport . > TY 
of encircling the Throne of your mother with = 7 
lovely pledges of our union; ſo while empire 19 
fills every power of her imagination, nature 
* throb through every pulſe to her heart.“ 
he fond, fond viſion floated alike through 
my brain | Lord Leiceſter, indifferent to the 
opinion of the Queen, reſolved to wait on her 
without entering into the reaſons of his return, 
which was already known through the Court. 
Elizabeth had for ſome time kept her chamber, 
nevertheleſs ſne permitted him an audience ere 
lhe left her bed. I knew ver capricious W 
| an 
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and while meditating. what line ſhe meant to 
purſue, ſeveral of her ladies then in waiting 
came out of her chamber; the laſt of whom told 
me it was her pleaſure I alone ſhould witneſs her 
converſation with Lord Leiceſter, Conſcience 
ſhivered my whole frame, and I entered the 
apartment as a "condemned wretch would that 

where the rack was preparing. Lord Leiceſter, 
equally ſurpriſed, pointed out by an expreflive 
glance a place where the cloſed curtain would 
prevent her remarking the changes of my coun- 
tenance; and thither, more dead than alive, I 
took my ſtation. *< Leiceſter, ſaid ſhe, in a 
languiſhing voice, thy unexpected return upon 
the news of my indiſpoſition, is a freſh mark of 
thy watchful' duty and unwearied paſſion. I 
have long reſiſted that tender inclination which 
diftinguiſhed thee in earlieſt youth: but now, 
when I have no potent enemy to fear, I may 
crown thy paſſion and indulge my own, without 

_ endangering myſelf or the ſtate.— A new plot I 

_ have diſcovered to releaſe Mary, renders it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary I ſhould, by marrying, cut off 
her hopes and thoſeof her party ; I ſhall now, in 
turn, ſurpriſe them. Long have I weighed the 
buſineſs in my mind, and frequently determined 
to recall thee ; but thy return, by evincing the 
ſtrength of thy tenderneſs, demands an immedi- 
ate recompence. Take then at laſt the ſo-long- 
withheld hand of Elizabeth, who thus reſigns 

all authority over thee, except that thy heart 
gives her.” She pauſed, extending a withered 
hand. Lord Leiceſter confuſed beyond all ex- 
preſſion, and expecting me to drop ſenſeleſs 

every moment, heſitated a few broken ſentences 
of faint gratitude, and kiſſed the fatal hand ſhe 
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no longer drew from him, fixing a moment after 
his eyes on me; and oh, how comprehenſive 


was the loox! I perceive by thy trembling, 


my Lord, continued ſhe, how much ] have ſur- 
prized thee. Recover thyſelf.— My election of 
thee is expected by every one, and ſhall be im- 


mediate to ' mortify Mary. 1 find myſelf well 


enough to quit my chamber ; it.is my intention 


thou ſhouldeſt lead me hence this evening, and, 


by taking a regal ſeat under the ſame canopy, 
prepare the kingdom for the declaration I pur- 
poſe making to- morrow. The ceremony of eſ- 
pouſal will demand time and ſplendor, but never 
more ſhalt thou quit her who finds, after trying 
every effort, it is impoſſible to live without 
thee,” | Fr „ 


There are inſtances in nature of timid beings 


whom darkneſs merely would deprive of their 
ſenſes, who yet, on deſperate emergencies, en- 
counter the jarring elements without ſhrinking. 


I, who had till that moment been compoſed of 


tears and trembling, now found I muſt no longer 
hang a helpleſs weight on the heart of my huſ- 
band, and blefling the caprice which made her 
ſelect me as the only witneſs of her dotage, I 
leant againſt the tapeſtry, and eden by 
a ſelf- collected air, to arm him for the occaſion. 
I had the miſery to ſee his fortitude diminiſh in 
proportion as mine increaſed, and after ſtrug- 
gling with his feelings till almoſt convulſed, he 
was obliged to quit the preſence of the Queen 
precipitately, and ſcarcely could his failing 
limbs convey him thence. The ladies, before 
diſmiſſed, now entering, the Queen called the 
Lady Latimer to her bedſide, and I followed the 
footſteps of my Lord. Heavens and —_— 
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cried I, on looking round in vain for him, what 
is now become of me!” Even Ellinor, my only 


comfort, fate had cruelly robbed me of, nor was 
ſhe to be found throughout the whole palace. 
Ere the tumults of my mind could ſubſide into 
recollection, I was informed Lady Arundel's 
barge waited to convey me to Chelſea, where ſhe 
was greatly indiſpoſed. Eaſily imagining this 
was a: feint of Lord Leiceſter's, to unfold. his 
ſentiments to me in ſafety, I haſtened into it, 
and was conveyed to the fatal ſaloon on the 


banks of the Thames, once conſecrated to love 


and pleaſure only. I found Lord Leiceſter alone 


with his niece, meaſuring the apartment with 


_ unequal fteps and a diſtracted air; he took my 
hand, and ſoftening with pity for my ſituation, 
led me to a feat, and threw himſelf by me. His 
tears bedewed the hand he killed, —*<* Support 
yourielf mi, my ſoul, ſaid he, the criſis is 
come unawares; and fate is beforehand with our 
intentions. Elizabeth indeed has ſurprized me, 


but as her paſſion, however weak and abſurd, is 


generous, it now ſtabs me to the heart. To ſuf- 
fer her to publiſh it to the world, to ſtamp with 
_ ridicule my Sovereign, my benefactreſs, would 


no doubt awaken her moſt mortal hatred, and 


rob me of my own eſteem.— Matilda, my love, 
can you ſupport the truth, and all the truth? 
Did I not tell you that, one day or another, 
your Ame of ſeeing your mother free 
might interfere with your own happineſs? It has 
indeed; for even at the moment the Queen in 
tender confidence imparted to me a plot to re- 


leaſe Mary, ſhe meant to obviate by her o-,.ƷqG 


marriage, my ſeeret ſoul upbraided me as an 


abettor, if not a principal in that plot, Happy 
2 in 
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in the idea of ſurpriſing you with its event, and 
far from expecting ſo extraordinary a one on the 
part of the Queen, I find by papers Lord Bur- 
leigh gave me ere I entered her apartment, that 
the enthuſiaſtic aſſiſtants of Mary premeditated 
the martyrdom of Elizabeth, and have reaſon to 
imagine, ſhe by this time knows the man whom 
ſhe was willing to level with herſelf, has been 

capable of ſo infamous a concealment. Nay, 
how do I know how far I may be included in = 
dy ? She may be led to believe, the hand 
to which ſhe gave her own an hour ago, was 
armed with a dagger, and ready every moment to 
uſe it. My life is at ſtake, and oh!] what is in- 
finitely dearer, every virtue which once I hoped 
— long ſurvive me, cancelled by ingrati- 
tude.” — The agitations of his mind almoſt de- 
prived him of his ſenſes. —I threw myſelf at his 
feet. Oh l if ever the unfortunate Matilda 
was dear to you, cried I, 20 ſhew it—now 
ſtruggle to endure for her—has ſhe ever feared to 
do fo for you? It is in vain to hope any thing 
from Elizabeth, as circumſtances appear ſhe 
muſt condemn you.——Already. I ſee. you in 
the Tower ſee thoſe gates open to receive 
you, that have entombed ſo many alike. noble 
and innocent. If you would have the babe. its 
mother's anguiſh almoſt urges into a premature 
exiſtence—oh ! if you would have it ſee the 
light of Heaven, plunge her no farther in de- 
ſpair..-Fly now, now, this very moment while 
we have yet the power. While you live your 
innocence may yet be vindicated; and while you 
live I may perhaps be able to do ſo,” bs 

Lord Leiceſter, ſhaking his head, gave a deep 
ſigh—a figh more ſoul - piereing than the moſt 
. | violent 
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violent agitation.—“ You know not what you 
fay, my — returned he—even now, in all 
1 my houſe is ſurrounded, and ex- 
preſſes diſpatched to cloſe every port in the king- 
dom, ſhould 1 attempt to leave it; and hardly 
is there a ruſtic in England to whom my features 
are unknown. One expedient alone remains, 
and greatly would that ſoften the ſtroke. Vou 


are neither expoſed to my danger, nor like me 
the marked of every eye—flight is ſtill in your 


power, and in you I ſhall ſtill think myſelf ſafe 
put yourſelf under the protection“ ““ Ne- 
ver, cried I, ſtarting up with vehemence; I am 
your wife, that holy title I will maintain before 
men and angels, and nothing—nothing I in 
turn ſolemnly ſwear ſhall part us. I will, with 
"watchful duty, ſhare the priſon to which I ſhall 
always remember I have condemned you; and 
"oh! if your fate is accelerated by my means, be 
aſſured 1 alike will ſhare your grave. 
6 One hope of ſafety is yet yours, cried Lady 
Arundel. How could it eſcape you that the 
Receſs may ftill ſupply a ſad and dear aſylum 
till we can judge of circumſtances ?“ The 
thought had indeed occurred to me, but I dared 
not name the memorial of the prefent misfortune. 
'Texamined his eyes in ſilence. “ My gentle 
love, my ſweet Matilda, can I reſolve to grieve 


thee, ſighed he, ſpeak, would you wiſh" me to 


conduct you thither ?””. My tears only allowed 
me to pronounce, '** yes.” Let how, re- 
ſumed he, is it poſſible? How can you ſupport 
the inevitable fatigues of the journey, with the 
addition of its fears in your preſent ſituation ?” 
I can ſupport any thing, every thing, ſobbed 
I inarticulately, but the idea of your —_— 
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<< Yes, my love, added he, kiſſing away my 
rears, I will, if poſſible, live to reward your un- 
exampled tenderneſs, Lady Arundel think for 
us, ſuggeſt the mode of our:departure,” It 
ſhould be ſudden, cried our generous friend, and 
how can either be ſufficiently diſguiſed, or how 


| ſhall we find proper attendants. We will 


have none with us, returned Lord Leiceſter, I 
rely on your care to ſummon Le Val from Ke- 
nilworth Caſtle ; he is maſter of the ſecret of the 
Receſs, whither he can follow us, and convey 
with care, at different times, the treaſure hoard- 
ed in the Caſtle; while with the venerable foſter- 


father of my love, we wait your farther infor- 


mations. „ Ah, how happy was it, added 
I, your fondneſs obliged me to ride ! now can I 
follow you fearleſs of any thing but Elizabeth. 


Supply me, dear Lady Arundel, with the home- 


ly garb of a ſervant; my Lord muſt: have re- 


courſe to the diſguiſe of a painter, invented and 


worn on a happier occaſion, yet if even 1 hardly 
knew him in it, who elſe Gall diſcover him? 
Oh, haſte my darling friend ! ſecure us the 
flceteſt horſes—I ſeem every moment environed 
with the guards of Elizabeth—when. ſhall We 
be any thing but a trouble to you?“ 


The amiable Lady Arundel provided all in the 
manner required, and we ſet off immediately. 
Ere ſun-ſet we reached a peaſant's cot near St. 


Alban's, where my Lord inſiſted we might with 
ſafety take a little reſt, which indeed f greatly 

required. Accuſtomed to paſs; and repaſs =_ 
road for ever, he fancied he remembered every 
face he ſaw, and I too ſurely thought all remem- 
bered him. Our ruſtic hoſt and his wife ſeemed 
Je to have ene enough to connect 0p 
| Idea 
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all neceſſary to exiſtence, in ourſelves all eſſen- 


— 


Ress, be. 


idea of myſtery with us, and I rouſed my Lord 
ere break of — 5 ſecretly reſolving no more to 
1 


enter a houſe till we reached ouraſylum. Even 


the profuſe recompence my Lord beſtowed on 


the peaſants, rather according with his ſoul than 

his appearance, excited their ſuſpicions; th 

CET. us to ſtay in a manner which point 
me, and we departed with a precipitation 


Which I dare ſay confirmed theirs : purſuing our 
journey by roads little frequented, Lord Leiceſ- 
ter being perfectly acquainted with the ground. 


I went through incredible fatigues without com- 
plaint; riding the whole day with no other re- 
freſhment than a draught of new milk, ſupplied 


by a girl as we paſſed along ; till as the fun was 


declining, we reached a brow which commanded 
St. Vincent's Abbey. At the well known proſ- 
ped my heart dilated—my eyes wandered over 


the whole with ſenſations our firſt home only 


Can excite, ———— Nature feemed to tinge the 
woods with deeper verdure—the tranſlucent 
ſtream meandered in majeſtic filence, undiſturbed 

noiſy bargemen.—Innocence ſeemed to. reſt 
under the ſhade of the willows which every 
where fringed its margin, and the empurpled ſun 
diffuſed the repoſe he ſeemed haftening to par- 
take—an invincible charm took poſſeſſion of my 


heart, and even the ſenſe of misfortune was for 
the moment ſuſpended. 
Here, criedT, checking my horſe, here we 


ſhall 'be'ſafe—ah, more than ſafe, here we may 
be happy !—W hy, why cannot thoſe hours re- 
turn when firſt we met? thoſe hours of unde- 


ſcribable felicity ? This Jandſcape then bound- 


ed our wiſhes; in its narrow circle is contained 
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ia 10 ba pitiefs:" but ſocikty, the Rrff of bleſt 
ſing gs, b 1285 — With it evils death ee cure, 
And the babe Father Anthony, wich what 
joy—ah !] with what ſorrow will he receive us— 
wilt Hardly 0 ww by bur preſencelof afffiction {he 8 
— = rd to B rapture of a mõ- 
IE] ry 00 d ſenſation mig 
5 ag ele il mind filled the interval. ere we 
arrived at the fpor, Were my heart recognized 
the minuteſt object. Aligleing at ſome df. 
tance; Lord Leiteſtet faſtened the horſes ir an 
obſcure? part of the wood, and we proceeded *6n 
fogt to the hermit's cave. Ke began vow 
to gloom" over the hemiſphere.— I had before. 
agreed not to open my lips, till my Lord had'by 
degrees revealed himſeff to Father Antheny, 
whoſe enfeebled ſenſes might not be ahle to reſiſt 
this ſurpriſe; but how did that return upon our. 
ſelves, when a voice with which we were unac- 
quainted replied to us without opening the door! 
Heart-ſtruck, T caught the arm of Lord 'Leicef 
ter, who'eagenly enquired after the hertit. 
He has been dead theſe ten days, returned the 
man, and'is interred among the Scroope family 
in the vault of St. Vincent's Abbey: I am 
placed here to protect the few effects hie left be- 
hind, till his relations fhall direct what is to be 
done with them. 4e And thus vaniſi our 
hopes of ſafety, peace, and pleaſure, ſighed 
turning di ſconſolately from the cave.“ 4 Oh oF 
ſainted Anthony, I have now no tears for the, 
and that loſs I lately ſhould have ſhed floods for, 
is now heard with — Where, cn | 
ed wanderers as we are, where now can we be⸗ 
take ourſelves ? Had we ſtaid in London, friend- 
ihip, nay intereſt, n have . us; 
Vol. "of — 5 * | here 
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come, my love, and let me 
He. did ſo, but hardly was I THe it, ere I 


E violently ſeized by ſeveral perſons, 


5 THE. — Ld 
am as well known as 


the. polleſſors of St. We ey 7 
ak diſcover. both, Nay: Seb 15 ph 
are, and whether we might nat throw our- 


ſelves into the power of our 4 e - 


love, what do fake! 
* Al 8 N 1 * 1 ma c 


Taos 8 and 
mult rect if auly on 9 — Gra- 
Fe God 1, x laimed Lot elery 

Ing wean his arms, how haue we deſcryed this 
accumulation. of evils? Let us wind through 


it is in vain to A8 


the wood; who Knows, my Matilda, but pro- 


vidence. has left the gate of the tomb open to 
Aber 08 It is plain the peaſant, who inhabits 
gave is not e with the ſecrets of fa- 
FE AD hony,.and, in-all Ib that of the 

MW, roms, Oh! ſtruggle 2 little, 
l love, ſaeneching bi s; me believe 
Hepxen. ma en willy = protect us.” 
"4 nt between want of 8 


F * fatigue, L yet ſtrave to follow my 


d, but did it ſo. ſlowly, that night entirely 
involved us ere we reached the tomb. Long 
uf > however, Snapied- me. to rad; him, aright. 


— <<, t is open, oried h e, in a . port of joy, 
ou to enter. 


who. inftancly. deprived me of the power of ut- 


te tarance bad, — ay allowed it, but agony and 
horror, ſo entirely overcame me, chat I. ſunk. 
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RO — death I was at laft 
recalled by a ſound that made me! wiſh it had 
been indeed eternal; the voice;/ the tremendous 
voice of Williams. Of what horrors was my 
ſoul inſtantly ſuſceptible: What dreadful ima 
ſwam before thoſe: eyes I'thardly durſt open 
Fearfully-at length I cal them ee ſawy L 
had been conveyed into the great room of our 
Receis; .facred once to piety and i innocence, but 
now, alas the ſhelter of rapine, perhaps mur+ 
der. A number of ill- booking ruffians ſtood 
ready to fulfil the worſt commands of their 
eee confederate,. ow. with. malignant joy 
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vengeance. I gave m felf u for loſt— 2 — 
I alike gave Tgwe's Je wp ; who 5 
armed and ſurrounded, collected his ſoul in 
filence, and reſumed chö mf eſtic air which once 
could awe even this villain to ſubordination. 
I every where perceived x {ney of inſtru- 
mente, n ameleſs tocme, I coþſiderdd as 
the means of-torture an 2 eath; and only 
ſupplicated the Almighty to ſpare us the firſt, 


ſince to avoid the latter I *. a fruitleſs | 


Yew ſee a mar —— he din vg Adela, 


fortune”s whe has made its circle, and my turn 


is come, Lord;Leiceſter. How cpuld you hope 
to conquer a man whoſe all was courage ? Nei- 


ther Sir Francis, nor Elizabeth berſelt, could 
long confine him. dares. precipitate himſelf 
into the ocean in ſearch of freedom; not, added 
he in an ironical tone, that I ſhall. fail to re- 
quite my obligation. 

Lord Leiceſter replied Sue ihe a foal 42 
loskiſo ſuperior, :. 'COntemptuouts, andi edllecteq, 
that it wrought the rage of Williams to:a fill 
higher piteh; who turned towards me, malig- 
nity burning in every ſcar of his horrid face, 
you are welcome home, fair lady, continued 
he, though your viſit is an unexpected favor, 
without the idle train too which once attended 
this idle favorite, Vou ſee we have made 4 
little free with your; hallowed manſion, but the 
ſaints take all im good part. Do you not en- 
quire after your foſter - father? he would tell us 
no tales, nor will he ever now tell you one.“ 


Oh, n * * 2 thou vene- 


* 3 2 71105 rable, 


Sa 
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| rable; murdered friend, in ſilence ! “ Monſter, 
burſt forth Lord Leiceſter, haſt: thou with un- 
examipled:/ cruelty. butchered an Anchorite?“ 
always work ſafely, returned he; 9% have 
only ſaved me the trouble, for nee e 
haye reſted till by ſome artifice 1 bad drawn 
you once more hither, and God, yu! ſee, moſt 
graciouſly has ſent. you.“ 


Blaſpheme not thy Maker, 4 crack — | 


* hed I in a tremulous accent; juſt, though 
Putney are all his ordinations; and; lo, with fad 
ſubtniſſion I take the _— ee me even 
f tom thy hands. - * 0 TEE Ne 28 T3347 
105 Na, cried he, though you are not the hbaughs) 


beauty; I; adored, yet, as the wife of. that impe- 


rious ſord, you become but a more ien, means 
of exquiſite revenge. l 8 Ni 

The nature of that revenge blazed in nds 
eyes—my; heart turned to marble within me. 
Iraiſed my eyes towards heaven in ſpeechleſs 
agony; andi riyetting them on Lord, Leiceſter, 
found life:recede- too faſt. for my ear gtd diſtin- 
guiſh one word of that bitter indignation which 
the: voice it loved ſo loudly uttere . 
I almoſt doubted 2 my ſenſes were in- 
deed returned When I found i myſelf involved 


in impenetrable darkneſs. Ihe piereing ſign 
of iſome one near me was the only ſound that 


broke the- ſtilneſs of the night. It, eried . 
in a feeble tone, that is the voice to vhich my 
heart was born to vibrate, oh tell me, beloved 
Leiceſter, Whether the ſeene which yet ſwims 
before my ſi hight was real or, a viſion?“? “ Gra- 
cious heaven! returned. he in a voice yet more 
Piercings you breaths again, my ſuul's beſt trea- 
urbar gang, — edi. the 
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threats of that execrable monſter, gave me hopes 
you Rad finally eſcaped a fate too hereld for 
reflection. Oh dire extreme of deſpairbahi mi- 
ſery when. Lam condemned to wiſh you dead ! 
and yet what elſe can deliver you ?—y 
not, Matilda, I fear to'follow';— al no! the 
beſt blood burning in this boſom fhoutd*joyfulby 
embalm you; but the thoughts ef all which 
2 precede that moment, almoſt urges me to 
* 


_ which I lie, and ſhorten my own Tufferings, 


ſinde Ropeleſs of averting Wurs.“ „ Dall upß 


your fortitude, your reaſon, your reſigien g 
turned I in 4dfirmer woc, (an emotion which 
united: all thoſe ſentiments tiffufing itfeff 


through my frame). dart I aeeuſe the · Almighty 


of injuſtice? Will he, who fr gusei my help» 
tefs ihnovence à hallowed! ſhelter' thin theſe 
walls; ordain they ſhould prevelats tomb rhe 


ſuades of thoſe who reared me will ſufely riſe ih 


its defence,” . Alas, my dove, ſighed he in a 


foothe the mind 'till that fad moment wothing 
can avert— have you forgot” that ever in hap- 
pier times you hoped nothing from the villain ? 
and is this an hour to expect a change? Re- 
venge and poverty have ſeared His fed e all 
humanity. How, how could it ever eſeape my 
memory, that he was aoquainted«with the ſee 


of theiiReceſs? how)! utideriſush®unhcerrainey; 


durſt I ever venture within"ir? butthort-fight- 
ed man, (ſolely employed in weaving ſnares' for 
others, too late finds his on feet entangled; and 
falls an eaſy prey to the ignoble. Not fatisfied 


with heading this ſet ef corners, For! ſuch their 


bp 


$1539 3333 


apparatus proved them, his dafitiy diſpoſttion 


breaks 


et think 


| y diſtracted brain againſt the ſtones on 


deſpairing” voice, chefe vigendey Ropeb maß, 


as 
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breaks forth in acts of plunder and barbarity, 
and even at this moment he is 8 new "ves 
tims, though poſſbffing, unſought, thoſe hewould 
out'of the 11916 world have chofen. 46 Shall 
we complain Heaven has quite abandoned. us, 
reſumed 1, When it has given u but one mio- 
ment to burſelves? Oh, Leiceſter ?'4 you have 
hitherto found me a render; Anxious, 1 
woman; but alas, I knew not till” "flow t 
powers of. my own ſoul—Abherrent of ane 
and difhondur, it tempts me to the moſt deſpe- ; 
rate deeds; if | yout's is indeed evngetlial,” Fe 
ſutely underſtands me; aſſume aRomian courage, 
and fave thy wife, thy ſpotleſs, wife, from hor- 
rible pollution,” bad & much I agonize at the 
idea, cried Lord Leicefter, that were theſe hands 
free, perhaps“ and mine oy 2 bs © 
feeble as they are, alike are mg 
deſpair will give me ſtrength to 1 , 
The violent efforts I made at laſt : bibles! the 
ight thong they 0 5 1 tha ſuſicient 
to confine one in m 1d encou- 
raged by my eee 1 ſoup he ord I 907 er. 
At the moment I reſtored bis Brake Hh half 
revived, while the ſole uſe the tend T Tae 
could make of his arms, was to preſs the a-thog- 
ſand times to his ſwelled" heart, whichalnisft | 
burſt, with ſobbing. T' ſtruggled againſt all t the 
ſad tenderneſs which throdbed at mihe. * Oh, 
think no more of love, cried. I with increalin F 
heroiſm, it has given place to death to wor 
than death—rather imagine Hat hear' * dun- 


on once more open, ? — But can 1 lift that 
and, which pledged itfelf for thy protection. BY 
againſt thy life, My. precious life groanc 1 
heren I deface that an * _ "which fill TY 
illumes | 
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illumes my foul. Abe all, theſe gomplicated 
2 And oh, our' oa e 110 whom 
| adly ſuffered, can I, can bo fr Tay 3? 255 
ws Think, think my, Life, eas have 
[Os this, only m Reer nay. theſe; WI _ 
iett any, Means of 750 in e ant ele | 
you, imagine. EF would ' ſupplicate, it e 
Strangle me now, while darkneſs. favours. 
Your wife demands of you this final proof of 
love: and cgurage; her's will, at leaſt vie. With 
Ae no groan, no ſtruggle, ſhall iffue from a 
Heart 1b n then, will return innocent to that 
wt om which it ſprung, devoted alone to the 
adored huſband with whoſe image it is. doubly 
Jnhabited,” _ h, matchleſs, matchleſs wo- 
man l. cried. my ord, flooding, my cheek with 
FIR of generous anguiſh ; never, never, can it 
y, ſine ws relax to childhood; your un- 
0 0 5 by F totally ſubdues Mine, ANC 
1 y Joul,. to woman's weakneſs, — Oh 
How, wy gavelt | me this angel, Font thou have 
1 fe to Wel. and me Xo, dif- 
tract 10N 


* * 1 of under, which h ſhook, the r ruins, to 


125 Le 1 Tit awe- 


den! glancing Fx if At Save a. ery, which 
fart ed even e ODEs 5e aß de tran- 


9 mine, towards ! 12 ag « InP. e TY 
my, beloyed ? # exclaimed Wa. in almoſt equal 95 
. RN. 


ulli 
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priſe and agitation, has pitying pròvidęnce de. 
prived: heriof! Her ſenſes deckt Ah nog; it: is GOV 


Fimselß Who has illumined them; faltered Lat 


laſt z what dungeon has man yet diſcovered the 
Almighty cannot; you have, perhags, forgot 
my love, that you have. often heard of one com- 
munication from the Receſs to the Abbey: 
cloſed up an the death of Mrs. Marlow, it was 
never opened. after, nor was it known, to» that 
horrible villain, ziithis diſmal den contains it, 
andi wer tread, on the only ſpat: e ereation 
which, could ſhelter us from thaſe ruffians. In 
the corner on the right hand, covered with lum 
ber, placed long ſince on purpoſe, you will find 
a trap door; if yo have ſtrength to raiſe it, 
ſtrong faſtenings will ſecure it on the other ſide, 
Fl till we reach the Abbey. O thou, added 
a eee my eyes; who alone couldſt 
erve us, continue thoſe! Aaſues, mate _— 
E ſun was. A ® 113 x $113 
Indelibly impreſſed with the preſent 
it was notitill we hadedeſcended into the 9 6 
and faſtened that bleſſed door between ourſeltes 
and the! handitti, that either recollected what 
we might appiehend at the Abbey. Aſſured 
none but an {opulent} owner, could reſide in 2 
ſeat ſo ſplendidi we rvainly; racked imagination 
ia diſcover tits preſent ptiſſeſſor; et perſuaded 
even our worſt enemies would reſcue us with 
pleaſure from a peril ſo nearly connected with 
thetmnſelves, we were obliged to defy every other. 
The houſe-keeperis room into which the paſ- 
ſage led, was empty, yet ſcattered furniture, &c. 
indicated inhabitants, I hailed, with true de- 
that power who gave me once more to 
Nan ſofe/3ufre of rag moon, Which N 
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cabldingi of the ſtorm diffuſed ſerenity. Re- 
taining in his hand the bar (which had been one 


faſtening of the Abbey enttande) as the only 


weapon in his power, Lord Leiceſter followed 
my trembling ſteps ; they turned intuitively: to 
the apartment of Mrs. Marlow; ah that there I 
could have found her!] I pauſed at the door of 


the anti, chamber, my heart ſickened) with deſ- 
pondency; knowing there was an immediate 


neceſſity for rouſing and arming the whole: fa- 
11 5 yet convinced we mult at firſt alarm them 

as preternatural: beings, and afterwards, with 
the cohViétion our eſcape introduced 2 danger 


to themſelves, while ignorant whom we were 
going to appear before, well might the fixmeſt 


heart tremble. Engroffed by theſe varidus and 
affebting ideas, I hardly heart a found; Which 


made Lord. Leiceſter ſtart forward witk an eager- 


nefs, chat might cafily have deprived me of the 
little ſtrength Heaven had left me: The anti- 
chamber into which I immediately folloẽ]õᷓM̃! him 
was dark, but in the room beyond I perceived 

u light, and heard the voice of a woman Appa- 
rently ſupplicating. Scareel y had h eiftinguiſh- 
ed in that of the man: who anſwered her, the 
dreaded Williams, ere I ſaw Lord Leiteſter ſtart 
forward, levelling the! bar -with foi deſperate u 
boldnefs; chat the fall qof the willain aſcer tai neu 
dur ſafety. Ly hey hae a kniſe from 


- the wretch's hand; he pointed! it at his boſom, 
but perceived a perforation in the brain, which 


made his puniſhment terrible, as his guilt and 
his death immediate. -Pxecrable monſtet, 


eried my Lord dropping the knife, by um- 
looced - for means 2 ut laſt bas finiſhod 
N es hy hs the lady, doil 


hear 


ge 
chen << 5 a u 4 5 oe 
my Lord, "never more” mall this wretch 
thee.” Eternal Juſtice is Catisfied with one 12 


n Phe for 3 ſaving this 114% c 
ler for . misfortunes, in which 
woven.“ Can Lord 

have any 9 hes in e 

not interwoven? fel the fady, te nabe Te- 

ceived my life from his hands alone could recoti- - 
eile me to it.“ Had 1 not Knoten the Tpeaky 
by ber voice to be the fair Roſe Cecil, ſuch 

language 'muft have aſcertained it? 20 to fine 

ourſelyes” under the roof of our molt morts L 

enemy, was à cruel fttbke, 4 s it 11 5 We A a 

ſhould. be in the houſe of Lord | Bifteigh, | 


. F* She” cp. 


replied, «c' he" fortunately is abſent, nor can you 
ever be unſafe in any 7 where I am, mit rel 
„ You know not to wh ou fpeak, crieit J, 
in turn; alas, Mifs Cell, 555 

ber the kriendmip ou have 16" 2 * rofeſſed for 
the unförtunate Marilda? Ever has e 
ed the ſad neceſſity of veiling Her f 

heart ſo noble; accept then, 4 this 2 
1 int confidence 1 alway 8 long ed o 


eſolve t ole her who Was the W bh ife 
Leiceſter, Jong ere the fa you 5 hor ho 2 
this moment, reuders him 4 fugitiy re in his 0) 
country.” Her. diftrefsful' eyes Wanderes: 19 


him to me for ſame moments in ſtlehce, chen 


| * a hand of —__ the firſt kiſſed, and after- 
| wards 


you Rift 1 


lace in „ and tell me LY, vou A So 
wn 


— — — — — N rr 
E nn le 8 E 
2 Ge 2 a - * —__— * 
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. * them, faid . A 3 firm 
neſs, mn W “ but turning inſtantly from 
Poſh im t to hide 140 Blowing cheeks and impaſſioned 
tears. in, olom, ſobbed out, „ my deli- 
rer - ROT (which was rendered more 
wor by her diſordered appearance, the ruf- 
Han having compelled her to tiſe and half dreſs 
herſelf. . her innocence ANA, * d p- 
ared at hft a little to. aff rdaLeic er, 
Shs h had þ e they ſhewn., her an & Loy ference al 1 
ee ing to 9 t remains with 
you, I Madam, returne hein a ſofter voice, now 
to become mine, Miss Cecil no longer ſees 
the worſhipped favourite of an imperious Queen. 
United alike by choice and law to the deat com- 
panion of my dangers, a chain of occurrences 


| peduces. us to eſcape by. unknown means from 


gland; and with the utmoſt diſpatch, Never- 
thelels, thoſe even Elizabeth's rage might have 
Tpared,, were only an hour ago devotec by that 
lifeleſs villain, . Eſcaped. this moment almoſt 
from a den of flaughter, hardly can we tell whe- 
ther the banditti, of, whom this was the Fing- 
le der, are not now ſurrounding us. | Summon | 
all your courage and'your domeſticks, and while 
Provic ling, fon Jour own. 75 5 1 79 not ſoli- 
cit you. 1 remember ours. £ „When I forge 955 
it, ma 
cried Then turning to me, with that i ge 
cent fader which, eminently diſting guiſhed her, 
ens a pardon in my gyes. Celle sing all her 
thoughts, ſhe. continued in à few moments 
ned as. I muſt, be, both at your cir- 
Pe) oo and your vilit, my. noble. friends, 
4 Inoſity yields to friendſhip, With the -morn- 
gt Expect my. Fathers, N is there any ſafety 


for 
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for you but immediate flight; nevertheleſs,. this | ; 
danger with which you ſay we are envirgned 1 
muff be the firſt. conſideration.” I then ex- : 
plained. to her the ſecret, of the Recels,; the dire» | a 
ul miſtake which had thrown, us into the power 
of its preſent diabolical tenants, and the deſpe- 
ration which, the diſcovery of, our eſcape, and 
the means by which it, was effected muſt. ine- 
vitably cauſe: except indeed the loſs of WI 
liams ſhould abate their ferocity, While 


* 


por vat {FRY Q 


# # 8 


ALLE. 
dered on another ſubject. She ſurveyed the ; 
diſguiſed perſons, and pale faces of both. my 1 

ord and me, a thouſand times over; by fits 4 
ſhe ſhook with horror at the ſtory I. was re- 
lating, and by ſtarts. ſhe forgot 1 had been 


1. 


— EET Gents eee, eta I tn 


wo 4+ x, 


mployed chiefly in concerting the means, of 
ſecuring. our ſafety, ber own. ſeemed. hardly. a 
conſideration. Such is the nature of love in the 
mind of a, virtuous woman. I ſee, ſaid ſhe, 
(when 1 had finiſhed) the neceſſity for ſome 
body's appearing, to account to my ſervants for 
the Ken, of the villains. I. ſee too, that 


LOR 


= 


ord Leiceſter cannot be, the perſon, for who 2 
can fail to know him?“ The inference., th 1 
tenderly conveyed was obvious; one muſt be 1 
ſeen, but I could not reſolve to be that one with- 
out a diſmay which ſurpaſſed complaint. Les, 
my dear Matilda, added ſhe, we muſt part with 
him for a little time; but you will rejoin him 
for life. By the ordination of providence, a1! 
could almoſt ſuppoſe, the ſon of my nurſe is "A 
now in the houſe, a young man over whom. that 
circumſtance. gives me a powerful influence; 
againſt the choice of his friends he embraced a 1 

1 4 „„ 5 — 1 Bohn 1 


— 


rr 22 
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ſea-faring life, till he acquired engugh money 
to busen x [mall veſle], with which he'trades 


between the coaſt of Devonthire and that of 


France; but diſguſted at the profeſſion! He efloſt, 
it was onl yeſterday he arrived here to foljcit 


my intereſt with my father to promote him in a 


civil Hine. Say not then Heaven frowns'or 
Hight, ſince it plainly points out a ſecure Per 

of efcape.* I cannot but diſcern every avenue 
Holland" muſt be” effeQtually cloſed, © but who 


could think of tracing you' to tlie diſtant” and 


obſcure coat of © Devonfhire ? It is true king 
journey is long, but to IN enfate for that, 

muſt Den it is ſafe. e travels of Aj 9 
have been confined to the 8 by which he con- 
ducts you, and his ens de are doubtleſs 


among people who will furniſh you with every 


common comfort, without having curioſity, or 


underſtanding, to penetrate through Ge ery 
of your rank. I fee too what your expreffive 


eyes, dear Matilda, would point out—the 
impoſlibility of long concealin $5 ſhare I have 
had in your fate, line how elſe can your mita- 


culous appearance hefe, or the terrible death of 
N ht Viſitor be accounted for ? but what 


chat f the edu added, after a moment's 


Pauſe, much ought to {fv ventured when our all 


is at take.” I have expected every moment, 
the 
entrance, I ſtarted from cheliimber into which 


I was falling, I began collecting my purſe, and 
every ornament 960 me: he rejected them all, 


and compelling me to riſe, collage me with 
terrible 


J GE. og et eos ] 


ſaid my Lord, ſome dreadful interruption from 
kn of theſe wretches.“ No, returned 

iſs Cecil, I have every feaſon to imagine ne 

s alone in this enterprlze! when firſt, by his 
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tertlble anprbeaxüss fs oonduct him t the pris 
vate dabinet, gs w_ father coneealed His ſtate 
| rs: hoping, doubtleſs, by! poſſeing Wem 
20055 e e ee might enfure his 
own pardon, for that muſt have deen bis ultimate 
object. I knew too well the character df 
father, not to e naehe I ſhould not rutlier 
my Life chan à truſt fo precious, wiith 
8 bo intervention f L Hold Lrieefterte- 
leaſed the Tom the eonfti®t, Yar Þ 4 Rewith : 
vu a mement ugh Feen 
t m Seder” v p< 80 Ae which 5 
Weckigg a: teſtimbny, that more than dre win 
has irtrulled there at midnight. Confeions 
of ber on merit; ſhe eneeuntered een the ee 
of Lord Loieeſte “ withourttremoy We n 
nbÞ bat adore in er at that Woment all e 
mag Hauimiey HAT foreſight Wich en” mali, 
with'every ſofter grace "Which hatf-gcifies' W- 
Man- Formy own paft 1. Fg ont dot 4 
bsſorm, Yechatirig 1 uk never love hef mere 


than I did long ere this proof of her merit!“ 
706 This, 1 ee 8 dan de us te Licher, 


tie — e. to 85 ries Mae 
your way over che wall of the ſide fartheſt from 
the wood; a mile beyond there is a bridge; wait 
nkar # in Mehce;; Arthur ſhall firſk hide'a horſe 
for „and then ſet gut on another, to'cotivey 
his ay, ug ff 88 fer home, in ſomme adjacent 
lage the er e the difò 
or the! Hauftedd paffage will render che fümf, 
. inattentiv c. Her prefanes r 
5 | departure, 


os - 4 4:2 K ECE S8, &e. 


: aan and ere they can be enough at leiſure 
to diſcover Williams, or form any dangerous 
DSonjecture, yvau will, both be, I hope, beyond 
che reach of diſcovery or putſuſt. But oh, my 
Lord] if you would have. either of the trem- 
bling wretches now before you ſ urviye this night 
of horrors, uſe the, ſtricteſt, caution in ſeeking 
your appointed welter, nor leave it till you rar 
——_—_— ia, wn arent onal: [4.5121 
Lord 4 Leiceſter promiſed; and condyQing 
hw! ſoftly through; the houſe, we reached the 
. doar leading to the garden. All, the horrors of 
the paſt were ſhort. of Glas that mo- 
ment. After the dangers I had ſhared and 
eſcaped with my — . to ſee him depart was 
ä quit my guardian, angel, of ty deptiue him of 
his: yet convinced Miſs, Cecil: was actuated by 
4 che ame fearful; affection, I yielded; myſoſf up 
0 the.;-deſperate., emergency and wacquieſs . 
Ahe cloſing of the door after him ſevere. the 
hearts of both; it was then only we knew the 
ſupport we had derived from his preſence; wan, 
ſpeschleſs, helpleſs, we dunſt hardly turn our 
AY on any object but. ,each, other, hor utter a 
but it; ſwelled into groan 4c,and-.the ghaſtly 


1 Williams ſegmed for ever to impede gur 
ifooifieps, Heating the. path with hloode:(, Miſs 

Cecil took the only poſſible method to divert 
our terrors, and ſoon rouſing a few terxified 
domeſticks, commanded them to ſummon all 
the family: a command which, needed no re- 
petition. A: few minutes gathered together 
eighteen or twenty wee een e. 
(ſecure us from any perſonal danger. I gndud- 
'ed the whole aſtoniſhed 0m to the-private; gon, 
[through mich: I * ee fefcribeglcthe 


TE lace 
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place to which it led, and, touching ſlightly on 
my own danger and eſcape, recommended to 
them that profound ſilence the villains had pre- 
ſerved towards us w ith. ſuch fatal ſucceſs. 
During this time, Miſs. Cecil ſelected the man 
ſhe mentioned to us, and. retiring; into the next 
room,.. gaye-him, her orders unobſetved; ſo en- 
tirely did both my appearance and ſtrange ſtory 
engroſs the attention of every individual belong- 
ing to the family. Miſs. Cecil rejoining us, 
ordered them to diyide, and while. half remain- 
ed to guard the, houſe, the reſt, ſhould; deſcend, 
and paſſing into the dungeon, from .whence/ 1 
came, wait the, return of the banditti, and ſeiae 
them one by one as they entered. This con- 
eluſion of the adventure greatly damped the 
ardour of the group, but aſhamed to recede from 
a place, through which I had apparently eſcaped 
alone, they departed. in ſo numerous à body as 
might almoſt fill the den in which I was lately 
encloſed, the few who remained hovering near 
the entrance, ſolely. intent. on the event of the 
enterprize. Arthur, in the interim, having the 
full command of the ſtables, made ready two 
borſes in the manner already mentioned, and 
Miſs Cecil, with her uſual foreſight, overwhelm» 
ed me with refreſhments, which a little invigg- 
rated, my exhauſted frame: nor did ſhe forget 
to, provide, Arthur with ſuch as might reeruit 


my Lord; ſelecting from her wardrobe, linen, 
and every neceſſary the time and occaſion ad- 


mitted... Impatiently I expected. the ſummons 
to depart, which was preceded by a meſſage from 
the Receſs, that all was hitherto, entirely filent, 
and the door faſtened. as when, we left it, a git 
cumſtance which appalled; my inmoſt ſous, as it 
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ſcemed to leave us ſtill in the reach of the mer- 
cileſs banditti. With mingled tears of grief 
and hope, I embraced that generous friend I 
never more might fee; and quitting the once 
hoſpitable manſion, which ſeemed of all the 
univerſe the only home my heart acknowledged, 
Iſeated myſelf behind a guide, whoſe ſun-burnt 
features ſoftened into a compaſſion, few indeed 
could at that moment have denied me. The 
moon ſhone forth with reſplendent luſtre, and 
our road being in a 'tontraty direction bot that 
which before enſnared us, I recommended my- 
felf to Heaven, and anxioufly expected the meet - 
ing with my Lord. We had not proceeded far 
when that dear protector (ho had in fearful 
affection for me defied his own danger, and 
returned almoſt to the Abbey) Kfarted from 
under a clump of trees, and with à voice that 
_ diffipated terror, welcomed my return to free- 
dom, and ſprung upon the horſe our guide be- 
fore led for him. Such is the effekt of an evil 
. eſeaped,'' that I almoſt forgot my exceffive fa- 
tigue, and could have fancied myſelf fafe. 1 
EKecent circumſtances at firſt occupied my 
2328 and during the intervals of ſilence, 
_ the addition of a ſtranger muſt naturally impoſe, 
my imagination once more returned to the dun- 
geon : it pictured the fear and horror the wretches 
themſelves: muſt in turn feel, when unknown 
Hands condemned them to a fate like that they 
had allotted to us. Again I wandered to- the 
Court; I ſeemed to ſee Elizabeth burning with 
emboſomed rage, while the helpleſs noble Elli- 
nor became as its immediate, its only object. 
1 greatly telied on the watchful friendfip of 
= the Sydneys, but hardly could I hope _ 
FIT | | they 


| DHE?BPUESS," Ge. 


they contdireſcue her from the Queen T knew 

the cial {Iord Leiceſter had ordered to be Yes 
 livereds to Elizabeth two Routsafter dur dea 
par ure, Witho the confirmation that muſt give 


5 would infallibty explain to Het the fecret ef 


our:marviaggty which of itſelf confuted the tale 

be hadi advanced ocencerming Our birth: ner 
could I dbubt but every artifice would be Prac- 

tiſed co unfold the Whole myſtery; and, alas! 

ungenerous minds too often faſtei on the victim 

cruel fortune purs moſt into cheif peer. 8 
Vet in thehaſte and .confaſlion attending 


kight, we had fbund it impolible' to ke I 


ſiſter in it: neither at that unhappy 


could he be found; and alf 8 00 ee | 


few for her ſafety was te fecemmend her in 
the moſt ſtrenabus manner to thoſe ſe friends 


we expected: the: difcovery would"! leave us. 
While EllinorRaderhic re 8 NT | 


den ſeeret, we ſmew the per of the 
couldRotireacht her, and the ftreng th and 
ſehr ihe! had at many times dhe -n 
nel he. was equal even 4c nde det wn 
Vet could Kink of the infolenit'iitterrogatories, 
and: contumely ſhe muſt inevitably encounter; 
without! 4 blee 
every eye ue 6f every tonpgus ek 
ey dich the need the Tenfeibuſttef f into 
dende the pußde ef royalty, do fuſtai n Perf 
I didrevertbeen ouf pla if fottunate enugb 
to eſcape ſafely into Frafes, to femaim {TT th 


ace 


. 


difguiſe till | couriers! from Eugtand could gon 


vince us how far the! plot ef Babingron; aid 
particularly Lord Leieeſteris knowiedge of it, 
had tranſpited. If it appeared his Hare in that 


feioutls was undiſcevered, WP" W . 
am "OY | 
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ſafety avow himſelf; as marry ing privately was 
a crime — 2 the eye 2 And 
knowing too well her favorites Gught ever to 
conſider their influence as precarious, Lord Lei- 
ceſter had ſcattered large ſums in the hands of 
different merchants in various kingdoms, as a 
| reſource, he now found his only one: nor Was 
it inſufficient, If, on the contrary, we learnt 
that Elizabeth had dived into that dangerous 
myſtery he was, genſurable only for concealing, 
by the change of treaſon; ſhe could perhaps ef- 
fect his ſafety in France, nay almaſt in Europe, 
and to preſervel chis life ſome diſguiſe muſt ſtill 
be maintained while bers daſted.. 
allied to me, nothing 2 could; ever detach my 

heart from family claims; not daringꝭ to lock to- 
wards my mother, ——— | 
ſired toi ſee the;fgle ſurvivingi ſiſten of my father, 
Margaret; Lady Mortimer. Educated with the 
late Queen in the Catholic perſuaſionzoſhe! had 

married a general, and with bim held many dif- 
 tinguiſhed places under Philip and Mary. The 
evolution both in politicks and religion cauſed 
by the acceſſion of Elizabeth, was fatal alike to 
her honors and her pleaſures. Generale Lord 
Mortimer followed the widowed King to Spain, 
and raiſed on his; fayor a; fortune that gaye him 


decided it. His relict retiredi ta Rouen in Nor- 
mandy, where his ſiſter was then Ahheſs, leaving 
her younger ſon, in the ſervige of Philip, and 


her elder ia the army of Erancis IId. Natural- 
of an active temper, ſhe could not reſolve to 


give up the world, though attached to it only by 
Aiſguſts, and lavithed a large portion of the i 
73 516} | x ; men 8 


ways paſſionately de- 
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menſe fortune her mother and huſband had unit- 
ed: ta bequsath ber, in cheriſhing-every exiled 
enemy of Elizabeth. Elated with the vain hope 
of one day ſeeing: her ill- fated brother throned 
in conjunction withuthe Queen of Scots, ſhe 
entered into all his mkaſures while that union 
vas in agitation; and emerging once more from 
her convent, journeyed to Rome, where ſhe 
ſpared neither pains gior- mane» to win friends 
wha! might: authorize; and ratify it- ;- She: was 
among the few ha knew the marriage ſecretly 
tool place ʒ ſhe even knew it was likely to pro- 
duce heirs of royalty and misfortune hen the 
diſcovery, trial; and execution, of the -Duke of 
Norfalk, entirely cruſhed her laſt fond: project. 
From that moment ſhe had remained uninformed 
of the; ſeatret : ſoul of Mary, and the fate of her 
unhappy offspring. The avowed diſguſt ſhe 
had ſhewn towards Elizabeth, made it dangerous 
for her to return to her on country, and hard- 
ly inlit could ſhe haye arrived at ſuch important 
intelligence When once the clue, was loſt.. Af. 
piringz” rich, and reſtleſs, ſhe ſtill affected to ap- 
per the patrũneſs of all oppreſſed Engliſhmen; 
and if L foundlitꝭ prudent to avow: myſelf, I 
might ſafely rely ona welcome from her who 
would find with joy every hope ſo long lextinct 1 
renovated in me. Our preſent journey conduct- 1 
ed us to a coaſt almoſt oppoſite to that of Nor- | T 
mandy. I fancied a pleaſure in having it in my ; „ 
power to claim ber cares in the approaching 1 
melancholy. eriſis, and was not without hopes 1 
Lord Leiceſter might ſafely appear in his n 1 
perſon, when once my ſiſter had eſcaped to re- 4 : 
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whence its Jaborjous inhahitan er 
trolwork.) They uſed their u 

procure: us/achomelyimea}, and we retired h 
ftapifed with mtenſel ſatigur ec i en vhich had 1 
only cleanlineſs to! recommend it. Here both 
2 into # repoſe ſo profound, that the day was 


Earn 
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-\[/Thefe! varidus! tele ctions fully 
mind” till 8 2 day,, when our guide a- 


actupichmy 


fared us We mi * in the hamlet to 


which we were onvinced by ' Miſs Ce- 


eil's enen e 5 might fully e e 
entered with) weary: limbs Alec 
ar (Faro iſſui 


vmoſt. 3 dili — 


cloſing when we arofe, - Our warchfub guide aſ- 


ſured is we muſtbaſter.over: the dinner which 


n for us; as w had: many ihiles to 


did I wiſh to remain with 1 
till the next morning, but ſubmitting to 


hoſts 


neceſſity, remounted in ſilence. Arthur well 


juſtified the conſidence of his Lady, having ſe- 


lected horſes that neuer flagged through the 
whole journey, 
covery by conducting us through roads: very 
tle frequented; among hi ch 


and always guarding-againft 


Whoſe inhabitants were gratified in merely ſeeing 
him, and who only attended to his companions 
in the hope of obliging him. I was aſtoniſhed at 


obſerving bow little curiofity we excited, for- 
getful that the mind is worn down: with the bo- 
dy, and that a common laborer; rarely conſiders 

any ehing beyond thoſe common comforts inceſ- 


ſant induſtry alone can procure him. 


Unſenſible to the beauties of the 5 chro 
which we paſſed, I was for ever employed in 


looking for the ſea, and when at laſt I diſcovered 


| arg" ſtrove to extend my light beyond, and dwell 


on 
59 
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EE we could findlafafe: reſting; place. 
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on. thas 175 Where I alone gould wind Toad 
* er [af nearer we drew; towards the 
coaſt, the . er my fears became. It was in- 
habited chiefly. by men hard by nature, and deſ- 
perate by 5 accuſtomed to murder as 
we as plunder thoſe;wrecked on the ſhore, they 
rnly examined and defied every Nate 


1 


could hardly perſuade myſelf ſome of, theſe were 


not ſtragglers from the Nan of Williams, and 

bleſſed heaven as t perl had been paſt, 

when we arrived at tl 4 . of 2 

thur. It ſtood PR, a. N part. of the ſhore, 
where lofty elifts ſhooting = the ſea, gave 

ſafe TY in the little bay £9 few, 1 (king: 1 and 

| ſmal veſſels. Ah, how d o our N 

ons entirely curb eyery prejudice | b late. thoſe 


livid lightnings, at w ich.my nature ever ee 


runk, appeared but the quivering lamp of love. 
Now I ſaw and heard. ITS the encir 

ſea (once the happy boundary of human purſuits 
whole reſtleſs wayes roar, a proud, defiance: to al 


who dare. aproach it; and my. ſole fear ſprung 


from Jearning chat the wind was entirely * 
FW and the watry ehaſm yet impaſſable. 
Too late we 23 departing unattend 
Unable in this ſequeſtered. ſpot to diſcover any 
part of hat — — in the Court ſince our flight, 


02 I 


and unwilling to truſt, as well as unable. to 


ſpare. our guide, or his friends: to make an en- 
8 at the next town, two moſt tedious days 
elapſed in melancholy, and conjecture... Arthur, 
not being able to;go out in his own vefſfel, with 
out ſuſpicions ' examinations we durſt not en · 
counter, hired, a large fiſhing ſmack, in which 
he ſtored the few neceſſar ies our limited ſituation 
"AY us to ren and I watched without 
ceaſing 
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cesfing the play ing of its ſtteainers. Oh the 
evening of the third day, I perceived' them fud- 
denly point towards France; reſt having re- 
cruited my ſtreng th and ſpirits, J ſtarted up in 
atranſpor oy „The few mariners being ga- 
thered at r Mach zether, I ſtept with a lightened 
heart into a miſerable boat, which bore us (wift- 

ly towards that deſtined to cohvey us over, when 
fy ſtrangers ritling full ſpeed to the ſhore, call- 

to us to put back with the moſt frantie eager- 
neſs. I took the alarm, and offered the mari- 
ners imaginary worlds to row on, when Arthur 
inſiſtin he Knew, the voice, and diſregarding al 
Feould urge, tutned the boat. I threw my arms 
round my Lord, as thougt my heart 
eee to hide him ; and regardleſs of, his 


remonſtrances, that we could: be in no danger 


from only two people, however hoſtile their In- 


tention, my ſenſes died away. Recovering at 


laſt, T found myſelf in the cabin of the veſſel, 
reclming on the boſom of Lord Leiceſter, While 
4 youth who knelt" at my feet, prteſt my hands 
ne to his lips ay adi up, my belov- 
Tr cried my Lord, and ſee whom fortune' has 
ited 1 in our Exile. - eee, "rater do not look 


up, lovely Matilda, cried Miſs Ceci! (for it was 


t ſweet girl indeed in the habit of a boy) till 
you have conſidered what reception you ought 
to give the ſelfiſh friend who has dared inter- 


weave her fate with yours. Yet hear, before 


you: judge me, added ſhe; riſing with a mild 
maje 5, which gave unſpeakable graces to the 
bluſhes that every moment viſited and retired 
from her cheeks. I am going to lay my whole 
heart before you both. It is in vain to attempt 
veiling a weakneſs from Lord Leiceſter, ſo many 


by he . circum- 


would 


_ 
— 
e 
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circumſtances: have coneurred to betray; it 
remains with me then to ennoble it. The dif- 
covery of youn marriage, my amiable friends, 
quenched the laſt feeble hope which lingered in 
my heart. Convinced my partiality could never 
become his happineſs, I inſtantly reſolved it 
ſhould become his pride. Self- loved expired be- 
fore the elevated idea. Ah, what but this could 
have enabled me to lead him into the garden at 
midnight, and take a look I then thought a laſt 
one, without dropping a ſingle tear? I ſaw in a 
moment all the merit, the charms of her charac- 
ter whom he had choſen. Should I hate her 
then for being all I would have endeavoured to 
be? for accepting that diſtinction (which not 
depending on youth, beauty, merit, or fortune) 
is the deareſt bounty of indulgent Heaven? Ah, 
no; my heart was juſter, and welcomed her as 
one born to divide it with Lord Leiceſter. Sole- 
ly intent on the proſperous flight of both, I al- 
moſt forgot the ſervants planted in the Receſs, 
and all 'the monſters that infeſted it. I fancied 
to myſelf thoſe hours, when all your dangers 
paſt, you would ſometimes think of her who 
could onlythink ef you. I heard both ſigh; and 
wifhing but to be enough remembered to ſoften 
without wounding either heart, I ſighed myſelf: 
and ſtarted from theſe pleaſant reveries at the 
voice of our Steward, who ruſhing abruptly 
into the room, diſmayed my every ſenſe with his 
recital. „ Rejoice, Madam, rejoice; eried the 
man with honeſt zeal, and think this ſtranger 
born for your ſervice. Never can we endu 
adore the aſtoniſhing interpoſition of Heaven 
It is not long ſince, when tired with watching 
in the dungeon, a * of voices ſtruck our 
"+ FO bo - fy ears, 
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ears, which ſoon approaching us, every man 
ſummoned all his courage; ſhortly” the door 
was unbolted, and a ruffian darted in, whoſe 


daring look was changed into an jcy paleneſs 
_ (which lights from behind reflected) when he 
found each arm ſeized by one of our people, 


while a third held a piſtol to his head. Uttering 
a faint imprecation, he alarmed the reſt, and 
both ſides immediately fired. We then puſhed 
forward, without any regard for thoſe who fell; 
and purſuing the reſt through the various ave- 
nues of the den, ſecured them all, as we have 
reaſon to imagine, aſtoniſhment half deprivin 

them of the power of reſiſtance, © In the large 

apartment of this ſtrange place, we found (gueſs, 
Madam, how we were amazed) our Lord, with 
an unknown lady, and three of our fellow ſer- 
vants, who were newly brought in by the ruf- 
Hans, and bound; nor do I doubt but a dread- 


ful death was defigned them, but for this won- 


derful event.“ Alienated as my affections muſt 
long have been from my father, continued Miſs 


os Cecil, turnin the diſcourſe: to herſelf, I could 


not hear of ſo wonderful an eſcape; without 
feeling the moſt lively ſatisfaction-. It was 
damped, however, by recollecting the body of 
Williams. I ſaw too plainly, I muſt now ac- 


count for it to one inveſted with authority to en- 
quire, and reſolution to convict me. Loſt in a 


variety of plans, my father had been ſome mi- 
nutes in the houſe, ere I ſtirred from my own 
anti- chamber, where the approach of Lord Bur- 
leigh entirely confined me. Faint and ſilent I 
aroſe, and bending before him, «wept forth my 
duty and my joy. I know all you would ſay, 
my child, cried he eagerly, and how this _ 


£ 


THE RECESS} & 189 


ble place was diſcovered; but where is Lord Lei- 
ceſter and his Lady?“ Struck dumb with a 
queſtion, as clear and deciſive as if he had been 
a ſharer in the tranſaction of the night, my eyes 
were fixed upon him in terror and ſtupefaction; 
when my brother, impatient to diſcover both, 
made his way at once into my chamber: Whi⸗ 
ther the loud exclamation he gave collected all 
preſent, nor could my father reſiſt haſtening, as 
faſt as his infirmities permitted; hoping, as I 
had reaſon to imagine, he there ſhould find that 
enemy, who more engroſſed his thoughts than 
the preſervation of his own life, or mine. How 
were all amazed when the lifeleſs Williams, 
alone appeared? Some examined his pockets, 
while others ſearched the chamber; My father 
ſpoke not for ſome time, when fixing an eye on 
me falſood never durſt encounter, he pointed 
ironically to the body: You killed him, doubt- 
leſs, ſaid he, and relapſed again into his medita- 
tion. After a time, ſome faint remembrance 
glanced acroſs his mind. He drew near, and 
examining: the dead man's features, ſeemed to 
recollect, and in recollecting to dread him; for 
at once he ſhrunk into himſelf, and repeated ini a4 
low voice, „that villain!“ Not having, howe- 
ver, any clue to his thoughts, though he eg 
mine, there reſted my idea of the matter. 
collected all my courage, and framing the moſt 
plauſible tale the preſent ſituation allowed, e- 
ſolved to abide by it whatever the event. M7 
father likewiſe ſettled his plan of proceeding, and 
far from regulating the ſervants, whoſe every 
motion fear made wild and eccentric, turned his 
attention ſolely on me. Riſing at laſt With a 
ſtern air 5 “ Roſe, _ he,. follow me. 2 . | 
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190 THE RECESS; ec. 
of late been but too much accuſtomed to that 


| harſh voice, and obeyed in ſilence. Seating 


himſelf in an adjacent apartment, he demanded 
an exact recital of all the horrors of the night. I 
commenced with the being rouſed by Williams. 
J related his deſign, and the threats which almoſt 
brought my life to the point of a moment, when 
ſubſtituting Arthur for Lord Leiceſter, T affirm- 
ed it was his providential arrival, guided by an 
unknown lady, and the deſperate courage ſup- 
plied by the emergency, which reſcued me from 


the knife of that inveterate villain. He inter- 


rupted me, eagerly enquiring for the lady. On 
my aſſuring him ſhe was gone, —“ think well, 
cried he, in a terrible voice, think well, raſh, 
romantic girl, ere you venture again to anſwer 
me. I Anotu the cauſe of Leicefter's flight, 
I know too its companion; I know that he eſ- 


eaped a few hours before from the dungeon in 


which I was found; I know, if ſo, who muſt 


be his confederate. Stain to the name of Cecil, 
degenerate wretch, not content with the blind 
ctedulity. of youth, to emboſom, reſcue, and 
abet a traitor, wilt thou conceal his %%? 


Premnble at the vengeance of thy ſovereign 


tremble. alike at that of thy father. Convinced 
(by whatever wonderful means he was ſo fully 
nformed!) that I could not hope to delude him, 


1 ſtarted up, my complexion changing every mo- 
ment. I indeed find myſelf, my Lord, cried I, 

unequal to a falſhood, but you will find me equal 
to the moſt deſperate truth. It was 2 


cefter, Ion, whom Heaven itſelf brought to 

my relief, and ſhall I deliver him up to death 

who ſaved me from it? Oh never, never! Shel- 

ed in a ſpot leſs liable to ſuſpicion ang; | 
| 8 rom 
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from which they lately eſcaped, - he with his 
choſen happy bride can ſafely; wait till the vio- 
lence of the Queen gives place to juſtice. Tor- 
tures ſhould wring no more from me, and what- 
ever my fate, it will always admit of one ſweet 


conſolation, in the remembrance that Heaven 


allowed me to recompence a benefit at the mo- 
ment of receiving it. Why ſhould I repeat, 
ſighed our fait narrator, all the rage, tears, and 
altercation, that for a few days made life a tor- 
ment to me? Totally confined to my apartment, 


and treated like a criminal, it was even hinted 


my continued obſtinacy would provoke my fa- 
ther into making that horrible den, the Receſs, 


my priſon. In one inſtance alone was I fortu- 


nate: my myſterious ſpeech impreſſed on my fa- 
ther's mind an opinion, he had previouſly adopt- 


ed, that Lord Leiceſter, with his Lady, muſt be 


ſecreted in or near Kenilworth Caſtle, whither 
his moſt truſted: ſpies immediately reſorted, and 


amuſed him with various ſuppoſitions diſpatched 
daily from thence. Oppreſſed with unkindneſs 


and ſeverity, often did my weak, my wavering 
heart prompt me to follow, and if poſſible over- 
take you; but the inſtant recollection of the ob- 
vious: track ſuch a raſh flight muſt open to y 


. 


our 
inveterate purſuers, always ſubdued ſo unjuſtifia- 


ble a wiſn. My father at once changed his mea- 
ſures, and releaſing, carried me With him to 


every ſuſpected place in the neighbourhood; 
hoping from the alteration of my features he 


ſhould diſcover that which contained Lord Lei- 


ceſter. By a fatality which completed my miſ- 


fortunes, in one of theſe tours we encountered 
Irton, that lover who coſt me both the Queen's 
and my father's favor; encduraged by Lord 
i 3 Burleigh, 
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Burleigh, once more he returned with us. Inca- 


pable of love, but infatuated with politicks, his 


ardent deſire of holding a rank in his favorite 
line through my means revived. Regardleſs of 
my tears, coldneſs and diſdain, he had always 
looked up to my father as the decider of his fate, 
and ſtill continued to do ſo. I had the miſery of 
learning a bargain was made, of which I muſt 
be the unconſenting pledge, and that almoſt im- 
mediately. I knew my father's inexorable na- 
ture; I knew likewiſe that of Irton; and had 
reaſon to dread the next fit of rage might conſign 
me to legal infamy, unleſs by a deſperation on 
my on part, I prevented this on theirs. Won- 
der not that at laſt I yielded to think of a meaſure 
ſo long combated. I ſelected a ſervant in whom 
I had confidence, who procured me this diſguiſe, 


and offered to protect me. I blefſt that faith 1 
could ncver hope ſufficiently: to reward; and 


winged alike with hope and fear, purſued your 
route with indefatigable diligence ; leaving a 


letter which ſpoke of London as my aſylum.” 


To this generous recital, my Lord, and ſelf, 
replied with reiterated aſſurances of friendſhip 
and protection, as well as the higheſt encomi- 


ums on her courage and conduct. Shortly after 
my Lord quitted the cabin. You who have 


long been the confidante, the ſole confidante of 
my weakneſs, reſumed Miſs Cecil in a tender 


tone, while her doubtful eye ſeemed to ſearch 
my very ſoul, will be leſs ſurprized at its effect 
than its confeſſion. Vet even that, ſtrange as it 


may ſeem, ſprung from prudence. I had well 


conſidered, my dear Matilda, every part of my 
paſt and future conduct. I too plainly felt, 
while I imagined: my Lord a ſtranger to the im- 


pulſes | 
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pulſes of my heart, it might ſtill adhere to him 
with a dangerous tenderneſs. By the boldneſ 
of this ſtep I have made him a judge over me, 
and ſhall act with the ſevereſt prudence. I 
know your generous diſpoſition, ſeeing only the 


better part of mine, might have induced you 


ſtill to wiſh me near you; - how could I refilt fo 
ſweet an invitation? Ah, only by filencing the 
moſt deciſive pleader.! Lord Leiceſter can now 
never urge me on the dangerous ſubject. In 
whatever place you fix your refidence, I will re- 
tire to a neighbouring monaſtery as a boarder, 
where always hearing of, and ſometimes ſeei 

both, added ſhe in a voice broken by ſobs, my 
wiſhes will be completed: nor do I imagine you 
will in the interim grudge me a ſhare in Lord 
Leiceſter's danger.“ Ah little do you know 
me, returned J, preſſing her hand affectionately, 


if you think 1 could grudge you a ſhare in his 
happineſs; never, my tender, generous girl, 

never more will we part; never could Lord Lei- 
ceſter hope, or his wife fear any thing unbecom- 


ing from a ſoul_like your's. Actuated by one 
ſentiment, counterparts by nature of each other, 
you and | ſhould violate her laws were we to 
ſeparate. To own” the whole truth, my 


ſweet friend, returned ſhe, with her uſual no- 


ble ingenuouſneſs, I expected this inſtance of 


5 3 but it only confirms my teſo- 


ution, and my own heart would anticipate the 
condemnation of yours, were it poſſible for me 
tou ĩ ⁊ ü 8 100 % % 13 K3 
A ſenſe of ſafety, and of gratitude; to my 


fair friend, diffuſed itſelf through my ſoul as the 


evening cloſed; to which I had for ſome time 
been a ſtranger: Lord Leiceſter preſſed us to 
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enjoy the ſweetneſs of the hour. We aſcended 
the deck, and ſeating ourſelves in a little boat 
laſhed to it, every fear, every hope ſeemed ſuſ- 
pended, and the preſent all of our lives for 
which any had a ſenſe. The gentle breezes 
only played upon the white ſails, and the veſſel 
cut with a ſafe and pleaſant motion, through 
thoſe green waves whoſe points the full moon 
exquiſitely filvered, as breaking they gave life 
to the ſtillneſs of the night. I turned my eyes 
with the ſweeteſt ſatisfaction from my love to my 
friend, from my friend to my love; the ſame 
mild orb delicately illum'd either face; a manly 
tenderneſs marked Lord Leiceſter's attention to 
me, a grateful deference that to her, while the 
fair Roſe, rich in the applaufes of her oon heart, 
and nobly conſcious of her claims on ours, for- 

ot'there was any thing wanting to her happi» 
neſs.' Theſe ſacred pauſes in life, which Joyers 
only know, invigorate the ſoul as ſleep does the 
body, and alone can enable us to ſuſtain the paſt 
and coming ills. Prepared by a mental calm for 
the ene repoſe, ſleep aſſerted a claim to thoſe 
hours fear and fatigue had long poſſeſſed, and my 
Lord inſiſted on remaining above: the lovelineſs 
of the weather, though the autumn was fan ad- 
vanced, made this Jeſs dangerous, and Miſs 
Cecil and I at laſt conſented to occupy'the only 


miſerable bed, which nevertheleſs afforded: us 


that reſt a palace had often denied. The next 
morning entirely reverſed the ſcene, and deſtroy- 
ed at once our comfort and tranquillity ; with the 
moon the weather changed; and the wind be- 


coming entirely -contrary; that deadly fickneſs | 
incident to the element, ſeized alike on Miſs 
Cecil and me, abſorbing even the ſenſe of dan+ 


ger. 
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* * 


ger. With an exhauſted ſullenneſs we ſurveyed 


thoſe roating ſurges, whoſe hollows fancy could 


not 'venture to fathom, and ſaw ourſelves driven 


almoſt back to the ſhore of England, without 
ſtrength or ſpirits even to Jament our cruel 
deſtiny. My Lord, happily more uſed to the 
ſea, reſiſted its influence, and exerted himſelf 
equally in comforting the ſufferers and athiting 
the ſailors : happily too they were all well ac- 


quainted with the coaſt z while the contrary. 
wind, and enraged elements, conſtituted in one 
ſenſe our ſafety, as every other veſſel taking 


ſhelter in the neareſt port, waited in ſafety more 
favourable weather. Toſt about for near ten 
days, we at laſt made Havre-de-grace early in 


the morning, and more dead than alive I was 
conveyed to the firſt inn, and inſtantly put to 


bed. 


Here my fatigues and apprehenſions were very 


near producing a misfortune I from the firſt had 
dreaded. I had but too much reaſon to fear that 
the poor babe who had been the innocent cauſe 
of theſe” calamities would never live to reward 
us for them, but urged into a premature ex- 
iſtence, of all this mighty world would claim 
only a grave. The grief this gave me increaſ- 
ed the danger; I knew the paſſionate deſire of 
offspring which poſſeſſed my Leid. I had often 


flattered myſelf this wiſh, if indulged, would 
fill up that void in his life the promiſe had cauf- | 


ed. What then ſhould'I ſuffer to ſee a diſap- 


pointment added to the ſacrifices and degrada- 
tions I had already entailed upon him? It was 


at this crifis all the merit of Miſs Ceci! ſhone 
forth: to the delicate attentions of a friend ſhe 
united the ſoft ſolicitude of a mother. She 
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ſoothed my mind with the moſt flattering hopes, 
and jcalous leſt in any fretful moment my ſe- 
cret foul ſhould doubt her attachment, ſhe fo 
entirely foreſtalled every ſuſpicion, that unin- 


formed ſpectators would rather have imagined | 


me the only ſource of her happineſs, than the 


ſole obſtacle to it. At length I conquered the 
danger, and then my ſpirits returned faſter than 


my ſtrength. Often I talked of England, of 


- 


my ſiſter, and the expected diſpatches. . I wrote 
to Lady Mortimer, and briefly related thoſe 
incidents I have here explained in many pages ; 


I claimed her alliance, her protection, explain- 


ed the preſent delicate ſituation of my health, 


and encloſed my picture in little, not doubting 
but that would identify my birth: and part of 
the diamonds we brought with us were con- 
verted into money, to eſtabliſh our rank, if we 
found it prudent to acknowledge it. yp 

I I continued a long time too weak to quit my 


chamber, yet at intervals, a new fear diſturbed 


me. I perceived my Lord abſent and anxious; 
frequently an extreme paleneſs overcame the 
floridneſs of nature, and traverſing the room for 
| hours, he would give way to a chagrin the cauſe 
of which, not all my tendereſt intreaties could 
- wring from him. I often recalled the words of 
my ſiſter; I fancied he vainly regretted the diſ- 

tinction of royalty, the pride of ſplendor, and 
the pleaſure of popularity. Accuſtomed to be 
the object of every eye, to have every wiſh fore- 
ſtalled, to be obeyed. ere he ſpoke, I, ſighing, 
owned the change in his fate might well appear 
dreary. Not daring to hint my ideas, I impa- 
tiently expected the return of the expreſs ſent to 
Rouen, hoping it would open REV Oe 

| I an 


— 


ledge, we ; boaſt of tracing every thought and 


action of individuals ſeas divide from us, even 


at the very moment we misjudge all with whom 


ve are; immediately ſurrounded. My fond at- 
tention fed partially on Lord Leiceſter, look - 
ed not out of himſelf for cauſes of grief. Lady 
Mortimer's a n ſwer at length arriv'd; ſhe ac- 
knowledgedi her, relationſhip to me with ſurprize 
and pleaſure, and kindly lamented her infirm 


health did not permit her to pay, in coming to 


me, that deference my regal birth intitled me 
to but that her train waited: our permiſſion! to 
eſcort; us to Rouen, whither ſhe urged us to 
haſten, as well for our own ſafety as to gratify 
her impatiencg. My expectations being fully 
anſwered by this letter, breathleſs with joy I 

4 


raiſed my eyes to Lord Leiceſter, who h 


Long uſed, now: to dread every day would 


peruſing it over my ſhoulder 3 they met his full y 


43A # © "$43 7 | 
2 a 7 His 


teem with ſome borrible event, I ſnatched. his 


hand, and in broken accents only begged to 
know it- He ſunk at my feet, and hiding his 
tears with my robe, ſwelled with ſobs that al- 


moſt cracked my heartſtrings. Lou have told 
me you loved me, Matilda r' ſaid he in a broken 
and doubtful voice. — , Told you! re-echoed 
I; heavens; and earth, can that, my Lord, re- 
main a queſtion ? have I not for you ah the 


＋ ights of ſex, of rank, of ever * thing but ſo ve? 


Have I not done all man could to deſerve 
theſe ſacrifices ? again demanded he. De- 
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and diſperſe the heavy cloud between him and 
felicity. But oh how deluſive is human perſpi- 
cacity; |—inſolently vain of our bounded know- 
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bate no more admitted merits, cried I with wild 
impatience; oh give me the truth, and all the 
truth at once; nor doubly torture me with this 
pomp of preparation. Whatever it is, I will 
remember there might be a worſe, ſince my eyes 
ſtill behold you: every evil but your danger 
my ſoul can cope with. Leu ſpeak not yet: 
we are then diſcovered, betrayed, delivered up, 
.condemned—— the fatal power of Elizabeth has 
reached us even here, for nothing elſe ean ſurely 
thus affect you? It has indeed,” ſighed he. 
Oh why then, exclaimed IJ, forgetful of all 
my aſſurances, am I unprovided with poiſon? 
for death muſt now be the only mercy hoped. 
May the ocean, from Which we with lo much 
difficulty eſcaped; entomb us on our return, 
rather than reſign us up to her licenſed ven- 
geance.“ „The power of Elizabeth has reach- 
ed us, added he more mournfully, though not 
in our own perſons. Safe ſtill in my arms, in 
my heart, you may, my Love, long arraign and 
bewail a misfortune all Europe will bewall with 
you.” His ſympathiſing eyes explained the 
truth—the agonizing trüth my foul under- 
Rood him aghaſt with horror, my eyes ſeemed 
to ſet, and every limb to ſtiffen to marble; a 
ſenſation, to which fainting is eaſe, condenſed 
every faculty, and nature, powerful nature, 
ſtruck on my heart at the thought of my mo- 
ther, with a pang perhaps equal to that with 
which ſhe bore me. The radiant ſunl of Love 
ſeemed to dip into a ſea of blood, and ſink there 
fot ever. Unable to reduce the torrent of my 
ideas into language, I buried my head in m 
tobe, and pointed to the door, that all miglit 
leave me. Happily, my Lord ſaw a prudence 
a MON in 


\ . 
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in indulging me, and laying down ſeveral lets 
ters, inſtantly retired, A horrible tranſport for 
ſome moments benumbed me; how multiplied; 
how complicate, how various, how new, were 
then my feelings! feelings which ever return 

with the remembrance | feelings which opened 


a vein in my character as well as my heart-Lall 


ſenſe:of- gentleneſs vaniſhed. Phe firſt; paper 
I peruſed confirmed my fears. I ſaw in the firſt 
lines the decided fate of the martyred Mary 
I ſeemed to behold the ſavage hand of Elias 
beth, dipt in the blood of an anointed ſiſter 
ſovereign.—I felt ſhe was my mother, my fond, 
my! helpleſs mother, and my heart floated in 
tears, which were hours working their way up 


to my burni The furies. of 'Oroſtes 
Mad de, 


ſeemed to ſur and 'thunder'parricide, 
nothing but parricide, in my ear. What; groan- 
ed I, after ſo long an endurance, ſuch"eompli- 
cated evils, ſupported with'a patience that left 
not her enemies a pretence for ſacrificing: her, 
that:miſery was reſerved for her daughter: Per- 


haps even at the moment ſhe laid that — 


head,; ſo 28 hearts were born to worſhipy 

the block,” Very agony of death was dedbhed, 
by the knowledge her daughter brought her 
there, Why did I not periſh. in the Receſs h 
lightning ? ?'Why did not the ocean entomb me? 
9 ; Why, oh 30d, was I permitted to ſurvive 


nnocence? In the wildneſs of my afflictien, 


1 9 the hour, the fatal hour, When I ven- 
tured beyond the boufds- preſerided me. Ves 


love, love itſelf was annihilated, and (could I 


once have believed it) n did with: I had 
never ſeen Lord Leiceſter. Paſſing from paper ' 


ene ſaw friends and enemies unite in 
5 the 
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the eulogium of the Royal Martyr. What mag- 
nanimity, what ſweetneſs, what ſanctitude did 
they aſſign to her a bright example in the moſt 
awful of trials —Subliming the idea of revenge 
inſeparable from human nature, ſhe centered it 
all in compariſon.— And what a compariſon |— 
caſting off the veil of her mortality, toi darken 
over the future days of Elizabeth, the radiant 
track of her aſcenſion concentered, While it 
dimmed the eyes of thoſe ſurrounding nations, 
who too late bewailed their ſhameful: inactivity. 
Spirit of the Royal Mary! oh thou moſt in- 
jured ! ſighed out at laſt my exhauſted ſoul, 
from that bleſſedneſs to which the wreteh!now 
levelled with the duſty perhaps too early tran- 
Aated thee, beam peace and pardon! Aſſuage 
the horrors of the involuntary ſin, and oh, re- 
ceive my life as its expiation ; or a little, but a 
little, ſoothe its fad: remainder. 
Vet vain and uncertain were all my ideas 
reſpecting the diſcovery. I imputed to Elizabeth. 
Convinced nothing had ever been enttuſted to 
friendſhip, I was aſſurede nothing could have 
been betrayed. In the boſom. of my ſiſter our 
mutual ſecret reſted, and there Iĩmagined every 
motive muſt bury, it I reviewed every paper 
once more; alas, L only added to my affliction, 
by obſerving the name of Ellinor induſtriouſſy 
avoided. Loſt in conjecture it was ſome time 
ere I perceived one letter My r obe half. cover ed: 
1.preft to my lips the writing of Lady Arundel. 
Scarce date I allow. myſelf time to con- 
Statulate you, my moſt honoured friends, on 
eſcaping the deadly rage of Elizabeth, ſo much 
do 1 know you long for news of your «ſiſter. 
Alas, that I could return, in that aan + 
« M4 , tne 


. 
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the pleaſure yours gave me, Called to viſit 
Lady Pembroke, whoſe danger was too ſudden 
for me to be apprized of it, Ellinor returned to 
Court the very hour my Lord and you left it. 
Filling the place of my ſiſter (who ought to 
have been in waiting) by this means ſhe was 
unfortunately preſent at the time the Queen 
peruſed Lord Leiceſter's explanatory letter. 
Unbounded in her reſentment, ſhe levelled it 
all againſt the unfortunate Ellinor; and in ſe- 
verely taxing her with treachery and guilt, 
dropt expreſſions by which your ſiſter learnt 
the dangerous ſituation your flight had unfor- 
tunately placed her in, as well as, the evils to 
which you bath ſtood expoſed.; Grief, fear, 
and indignation. almoſt deprived her of reaſon; 
and the Queen, inſiſting her filence., proceeded 
from, obſtinacy, threw at her a Jarge book ſhe 
had been reading, which ſtriking the ſweet 
Ellinor on the temple, ſhe. diopt ſenſeleſs at 
once. The other ladies cut her laces; and the 
eager eyes of the Queen were attracted. by a 
ſmall pacquet ſuſpended, to the black nibban _ 
the always wore round her neck. Not even the 
ſurprizing effect its contents took on the Queen, 
has ever enabled any one to gueſs at them; co- 
lour, ſtrength, and ſpeech, for ſome moments 
forſook Elizabeth, when recovering her fa- 
_ culties, ſhe: once more peruſed the memorials ; 
then deliberately tore them into atoms; and 
ſummoning Walfingham and Burleigh, All "= 
attendants, ſave the old Lady Latimer, retired. 
_ From the Court Ellinor was conveyed that night, 
: You gh, by whom, or whither, is yet a ſecret. 
Love and Friendſhip are however inceflantly em- 
ployed in her favour; nor can her priſon long 
54” a ten 
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remain ſo when once it is diſcovered. Were I 
to name the moſt ardent and anxious of her 
lovers I ſhould ſurprize you, but he ſhall-only 
be known when with conſcious pride he pre- 
fents her to you and claims his reward. 
The profound policy Elizabeth has always 
| — with reſpect to Lord Leiceſter ſince 
is flight, is far from being ſatisfactory to his 
friends. She ſpeaks of him only in an indiffe- 
rent light, and as if employed by herſelf; while 
all that paſſed between them almoſt every body 
underſtands, though no one dares to ſay fo. 
It ſeems indeed as if her rage had been diverted 
from him by another object. I need not name 
her here. Alas, how ſeverely are you both re- 
venged on the Queen! The galling chain from 
Which ſhe has at laſt enfranchiſed Mary, writhes 
"round her own heart; and if it would pratify 
you to ſee her tremble, believe me you need 
only ſee her. Obliged to avow remorſe, to give 
an example in the ſeverity of her mourning, for 
a deed only her own will could have authoriſed, 
'ſhe has the miſery of knowing her murdered 
royal priſoner: enthroned in Heaven, and em- 
balmed in the tears of even her own people. 
Never more will Elizabeth taſte of peace, for 
that indeed can only dwell with innocence.“ 
The full conviction Elizabeth had incurred 
the abhorrence of all the world, by this horrible 
infraction of the rights of royalty, ſociety, and 
ſex, a little gratified my exquiſite reſentment. 
"Yes, ſighed I, Heaven has invented a puniſh- 
ment / proportionable to her crime. Counter- 
acking by one ſtroke the policy of her whole 
life, ſhe * permitted herſelf to be known, and 
of conſequence execrated. Deſtined to ſurvive 
l a : . 8 her 6 
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her youth, her virtue, her fame, and her hap- 
PORE: ; although: encircled with a diadem, her 


weary head; ſhall vainly ſeek one faithful tender 


boſom to repoſe on. Thoſe fiery. paſſions, ſo 


often deſtructive to others, wanting now an 


object, muſt prey upon the heart that conceals 
them; till envying the glorious end, as ſhe ever 


did the diſtinguiſhed bloom of Mary Stuart, her 


fate is wound up in fears of her offspring. In 
vain her cruel. care would extitpate them; every 
crime will but give birth to a new fear, and the 
martyrdom of the Queen of Scots will multiply 
the cauſes of her terror, ſince ſhe now: Gia 
more than one child ſurvives he. 
As the evenin e this binet was given 
me from my — 
„ Phe heart which bus! own bled: bye antici+ 


p for your ſorrow, demands to partake ĩt | 
with you; Oh ! my-fole love, deny me not a 


ſhare in your compaſſion. Fearful every mo- 
ment I ſhould Joſe: the daughter, the fate of the 
mother: ſtruggled with that grief in my ſoul; 


nor durſt I communicate it till concealment 


became impoſſible.— do not aſk. you to be com- 


forted; weep on, my dear Matilda, but weep 
in my arms, for what n 1 left in life if Cie 
fon t to love me? | 


Noir derte dillet, happily wle - 


awaken the ſofter paſſions, -drew forth my tears 
in great abundance.” I reproached myſelf with 


violence, and unkindneſs. Let me not, cried 


I, While ſo ſeverely lamenting one error, be 
| vilty of another. Loft to the duties, the claims 
(oh Heaven that I ſhould be ſof) of a daugh> 
ter, thoſe of a Wife ought to aſſume a double 
influence. Les, choſen 3 L am yours, 


* 
IM. 3% 4 
; i len J Am ; * F 
5 — : | 
* * 
- - 


: —— F —— n= rd. In > pet — — 
r 2 þ Hao 95 honed tp : n 2. = 

wy — — gr * 3 a+ CITE COM *; = — 
* 82 2 — ” 


2 — 


r 

＋ . wm — n 
22 on LIED - = $- 
- \ \ 


- WS. 
"2-4 i 7 K 8 * 3 
nc " 2 — p 
5 7 7 — 8 — WS by I _ 
2 TEA 5 4.3" 2 r = 
* 1 


nne 
1 
"3 „ 
„ 
1 
7 1 15 2 J 16 
hg 1 'L 2 ih 
{ 5 5 5 J 
} e 2 
- : 1 5 
17 . $3 & © 
— #7 bf T7 80 
1 
f 1 
' : N th 
q Ia. | \ * 
„ 145 
| 44 1 
| 10 
t - 4 
11% 


9 — — . 
4 e 


E n 
. — 8 — n 7 1 3 "oa — 8 F 
PLES Mor C 3 a 2 ” 
N Tad 7 1 * A F - 
2 Gy = - ET We; 4 3 8 n . — 
= 7" a CE EX — 1 5 1 = — * 
— 2 74 * _ 
* as 1 * £4 _ > 


> 55 * 
A WY _ 4 
7 Py 
— 
7 — * * . 4 981 
ä ö——ł4 z:w̃——— D* —- 
r 4 n 


8 


24 THE RE CES s, &c. 


am ever yours; if this ↄppreſſed heart does not 
wholly diſſolve in ſorrow, you will one day be 
again its only object; and ſacred from this mo- 
ment be the rights of all, united with me. I 
collected my wild afflicted thoughts, and raiſing 
them in prayer, a bleſſed compoſure overcame 
the agitations of my mind. Paſſing into the 
next room, where IL heard my 5 walking, 
I threw myſelf into his arms. Oh you whom 
J have; ſo fatally loved, faltered I, you who are 
now nearly. my all, fill up, if poſſible, every 
avenue to my heart, and guard it from retro- 
ee He anſwered not a word, but preſ- 
| ng his cheek to mine, our tears mingled. + 
I ſee too plainly the truth, the fatal truth, 
ſaid I, recurring to Lady Arundell's letter. 
Lovely, ill-fated ſiſter, it was you then who 
accelerated our, hapleſs mother's death That 
Elizabeth knew me forla daughter of the Stuart 
line, ſhe took a deadly means to certify, but 
how ſhe diſcovered it, muſt ever have appeared 
miraculous without this letter; I plainly per- 
ceive my ſiſter indiſcreetly: wore; the duplicate 
proof of our birth, its deareſt and beſt teſtimo- 
nial, while mine is yet treaſured in the ſecret 
cabinet at Kenilworth; and this in one mo- 
ment deſtroyed her own peace, and determined 
the fate of her mother. O, moſt inexorable 
Could thy vengeance demand more than one 
victim? Is then the daughter ſilently ſacrificed 
on the lamented grave of her parent? Never 
more, beloved ſiſter of my blood and heart, ſhall 
J behold thee l never more draw comfort from 
thy ſweet accents, nor with thee pierce through 
the veil of futurity, and catch gleams of golden 
days. Doubtleſs Elizabech imagines this whe 


— 
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only authentic proof exiſting Fiz Oh, if in con- 
ſequence of that opinion ſhe touches the inno- 
cent life of Ellinor, I will offer inconteſtible 
evidence alike of Mary's marriage with Nor- 
folk, and our birth, at the foot of Henry's 
throne. He is famed for juſtice and genero- 
ſity; 1 am, alas, the helpleſs object of both. 
The family of Guiſe will Vale to protect me; 
perhaps all Europe will aid too late the power- 
leſs King of Scots, and ſave him from preps 
his impotence of royalty. "I 1H 
Unable entirely to — e in the 
leaſt to controul, my tender feelings for my 
family, Lord Leiceſter's life could not at this 
period be called happy. Miſs Cecil again ap- 
peared our guardian angel. As an intermediate 
perſon ſhe felt for, ſhe ſoothed both, till my 
irritated paſſions meliorated inſenſibly into ſad» 
neſs. I began to liſten to the flattering hopes 
continually inſtilled, that my ſiſter ſtill lived, 
and ſome fortunate event might yet reſtore her 
to us. My Lord was aſſured, by the united 
teſtimony f his friends, that Elizabeth had no 
pretence for impeaching him, and Henry learnt 
with pleaſure his deſign of fixing his reſidence 
in France. Thus again our peace ſeemed re- 
eſtabliſhed on a better foundation than it had 
yet been: and I devoted my attention, for the 
preſent, ſolely to recompencing my Lord for 
all he had renounced in my favor. by 
Overwhelmed with the repeated licits 85 : 
of Lady Mortimer, I at laſt ſummoned reſolu- 
tion to ſet out for Rouen; from whence we had 
been ſupplied with every accommodation ſuit» 
able to our rank. That city having long been 
A as the refuges of every: noble ex ile, 
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my Lord fixed on it fon our reſidence: my rela- 
tion to Lady Mortimer enſured me every honor, 
and Lord Leiceſter's name would ſoon form us 
a little court. That eriſis now approached very 
near, which both conſidered with joy and terror, 
and it appeared ſome relief to be in the care of 
a Lady, whoſe experience and tenderneſs might 
leſſen my ſufferings. Lord Leiceſter's unweari- 
ed indulgence and anxious conſideration, every 
Hour endeared him more to me: and I: gladly on 
reflection compounded with fortune for all her 
other | ſeverities, ſince the firſt object of my 

heart was ſtill unaltered. © 
Averſe to being known ere we had formed a 
ſuite, and ſelected a habitation, he gave Lad 

Mortimer notice that we ſhould not arrive till 
night.” As we paſſed through'the gates of Rouen, 
eſcorted by her train, my heart beat high with 
the idea of meeting the ſiſter of the noble Nor- 

folk; the only being (my own excepted) allied 
in blood to me. She met me at the entrance of 
a ſaloon; I claſped her hands with emotion; 1 
wept upon, I preſſed them to my boſom. She 

embraced me with extreme compoſure, and 
holding me back a moment, ran over my fea- 
_ tures and perſon, with ſo keen a ſcrutiny, as 
convinced me ſenſibility was not her characte- 


riſtic. While due compliments paſſed between 


Miſs Cecil, my Lord, and her, 1; in turn, in- 
dulged myſelf with an examination. Her per- 
ſon was full-fized, tall, and graceful, like all 
the family of Howard; her features viſibly 
marked both by age, and decayed beauty; her 
dreſs ſimple, being like my own, of mourning, 


and her manners ſtrongly conveyed the idea of 
magnificence. Dignity tinctured with auſterity, 
| 5 * 0 ; I 11 ; a f 


marked 


* 


marked her converſation; and I felt, to my great 
regret, I had-gained a relation without winning 
a friend. TWẽo monks, to whom, ſhe paid. a 
profound deference z, an old officer of the Morti- 
mer family, and his ſiſter, were introduced to us 
as perſons entitled to ſhare our ſecret; and we 
ſaw it indeed lodged with them, ere our conſent 
was demanded. Lord Leiceſter. was ſtruck diſ- 


agreeably at this diſcovery, but ſtruggled with | 


his pride, and affected good humour; while 
finding myſelf, after all my dangers, under a 
roof ſanctified by alliance, and where my Lord 


ſeemed. reſtored to his proper ſphere, pleaſure 
dilated my whole ſoul, and I fat down to a 


ſumptuous entertainment prepared on the occa- 
ſion, with an appetite I had long wanted. 
She avoided, in conſideration of my ſtate and 
fatigues, entering into our affairs, and brought 
her own: befote us with a kind freedom; aſſur 
us of the friendſhip of her eldeſt ſon, Lord 
Mortimer, who preferred the pleaſure of liberty 


in both his religion and actions, by ſerving in 
| the wars of France, to feeking'a precarious fore 


tune in England, under an enemy to the Pope, 


The landed . once the Inheritance of 


the Mortimers, her Lord had prudently diſpoſed 
of ere the return of Philip to Spain, in whoſe 
ſervice he had ever continued: and that Mo- 
narch, famed as he was for meanneſs and ingra- 
titude, had ſhewn a. ſignal ſenſe of the attach 
ment, by a grant to her youngeſt ſon of a con- 


ſiderable portion of land in Jamaica, which he 


had cultivated under ſuch indulgences, as made 


it every A. more valuable. His marriage with 


a Spaniſh „ had united him more firmly to 


their government and intereſts; but having 


0 e lately 
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lately had the misfortune of loſing his wife, he 
had yielded to the intreaties of his mother to viſit 
France, and was hourly expected. Occupied 
with her own narration, ſhe no longer remem- 
bered I was weary. Miſs Cecil however remind- 
ed her of the hour, and we were conducted to a 
magnificent apartment. 
Lord Leiceſter ſlightly touched on the little 
diſguſt he had juſtly conceived, and indulged a 
drowſineſs which I could not immediately par- 
take. New objects had awakened my fancy, 
and invaded my reſt; images more pleaſing than 
had bleſt me ſince the moment I had quitted 
Kenilworth Caſtle enlivened my ſoul. Ves, 
my Leiceſter, ſaid I, ſoftly graſping the hand of 
my ſleeping love, for me thou ſhalt no more be 
endangered, and degraded; beyond the reach of 
"our enemies we may now laugh at all their im- 
potent malice. Ah vain and preſumptuous | a 
deadly-ſnare was at that moment winding round 
my heart, and a puniſhment prepared which 
pierced it through the boſom of ſecurity. ' Alas 
madam, this night of promiſed peace proved the 
eta in my life, and became ſo by a misfortune 
which abſorbed the ſenſe of every other. How, 
how ſhall I recall the ſcene, and preſerve recol- 
lection enough to paint it? Dropping into that 
ſoft lethargy which foreruns ſleep—ah! why 
had I not been buried in the deepeſt? but 1 was 
born the fate of all I ever loved. It was my pe- 
culiar miſery to raiſe the hand which cut them 
off from all but my memory, and oh to weep 
thro! life the errors of too ſoft a heart ink 
ing; as I have already ſaid, into flumber, I fan- 
cied 7 a noiſe in the room. — Starting up 
with a fear habit made almoſt intuitive, I e | 
W ; | en 
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ened Lord Leiceſter, who inſtantly drawing aſide 
the curtain, I diſcerned, with inexpreſſible hor- 
ror, by the pale light of a lanthorn, many men 
ſurrounding the bed with levelled arms, while 
one with an imperious voice called out to him 
to ſurrender to the Queen of England. At that 
fatal ſound. my very ſoul recoiled, but my Lord 
not deigning to anſwer, drew a ſword, always 


laid under his pillow, and haugh tily commanded 


them to leave the chamber. he men advanc- 
ing, he aimed at the one neareſt him, who, by 
inſtantly retreating, jarted the arm of his com- 
panion. The fall of death, the tremendous 
ſound, the falling of the ſword—all, all, con- 


firmed in a moment my fate Lord Leiceſter, 
the worſhipped of my ſoul my all on earth 


alas, almoſt! my all in heaven, ſunk into my 
weak arms in a laſt convulſion.— That which, 
at the appointed period, will annihilate nature, 
can alone ſurpaſs the impreſſion of the moment. 
Terrible too was the contuſion of theſe wretches 
at ſo unforeſeen an event. The faint light the 5 
carried gleamed over thoſe features 10 adore 


He tremulouſly,zaiſed my hand to his lips, and 


gave upthis ſoul in ſilence on my boſom. 


But who ſhall ſpeak; the miſery of my mind 7 
Precipitated, like the offending angels, at once 


from heaven to hell, an awful ſilence took place 
of lamentation.; Oh it was a woe too mighty 
for complaint! Inſenſible to fear, I at length 
deſperately urged his murderers once more to 
unite thoſe they had thus ſeparated. L. bathed 
my boſom in che 'blelſed crimſon w 
ed from his, and called alike on heaven and man 
to end me. Alas, the only object of my hopes, 
my fears, my cue, f ant wildes. was congealing 
2110 before 
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before the eyes of the forlorn wreteh condemned 
to ſurvive him. The entrance of Lady Morti- 
mer wrought grief up to phrenzy, and for ma- 
ny days gave that relief to all my agonies. 
Reaſon dawned upon my diſordered ſoul like 
light through chaos. A dim remembrance of 
what I had been, - preceded: that of what I was, 
Faintly I'recognized even the weak hand with 
Which I drew bach the curtain. I found my- 
ſelf in a narrow cell, lighted only through an 
obſcure" caſement of painted glaſs. Intuitively 
my lips pronounced the name of Leiceſter in 
vain Nothing but by own voice returned 
upon my ear; and the lonely dungeon in which 
I beheld myſelf encloſed,” overwhelmed me with 
ſo deadly a chillneſs, that the ſhutting of m) 
eyes appeared a degree of relief. Thought roſe 
tumultuouſly on thought, *till in one moment 
the terrible whole flaſhed upon my mind. I 
ſeemed once more in that magnificent bed which 
from the peaceful aſylum of love an inſtant con- 
verted into the bier of death once more 1 
aught that laſt, laſt look, indelibly impreſſed 
nd felt once more my heart congeal with the 
life- blood which ſprung in torrents from his. I 
ſtarted up once more in wild deſpair; and 
wringing my hands, groaned forth his name in 
accents ſo piercing, that they rouſed the wither- 
ed attendant allotted me, from her undiſcovered 
pallet-bed at the foot of mine. Hurrying to- 
wards me, the muttered ſomething I did not 
underftand.' Heavens! cried I; ſurveying her 
habit in amazement, (for till then I had never 
ſeen a nun) where am I? ſurely in the Receſs; 
and the grave has given up its former inhabitants 
for my relief and comfort? 8 


THE RECESS, e.. Wt 


cried ſhe in French, which I very imperfectly 
underſtood, will this poor thing never recover 
her ſenſes ??” Ah no, added I, anfwering my- 
ſelf, that fatal language confirms every dire re- 
collection: inform me you, who are (I know 
not why) interwoven in my fate, where, where 
is my Lord? if all that flaſhes over my ſoul be 


but a wandering of intellect, and he yet lives.“ 


She caſt down her eyes muttering, Yes, my 
poor child, you are 8 that queſtion.” 
« Vain, vain hope! cried I, burſting into 
tears, and returning to my native tongue; yet 
oh! alive or dead, he is the all I require; re- 
ſtore him, but reſtore him! a dear, a ſacred 
duty attaches me even to his aſhes. | Lead me to 
them, ſince they are all how left me, and allow 
me to lament at leiſure.” She ſhrugged up her 
ſhoulders, implying ſhe did not thoroughly com- 
prehend my language, and crofling herſelf, de- 
nounced eternal perdition on me if 1 longer 


thought of a heretic, who ſeduced me from the 


true faith, and who of conſequence became a 
dreadful example of vengeance: charging me 
to adore the holy Virgin Mother, who had by ſo 
gentle a puniſhment recalled me to the Catholick 
church. Fes, fainted Leiceſter, in the infatu- 
ation of her bigotry ſhe dared to term thy death 
a gentle puniſhment. Indignation throbbed thro! 
thoſe pulſes grief had nearly ſtilled, and I gave 
vent to all the anguiſh of my ſoul : abjured with 
an aggravated” contempt the erroneous faith of 


my anceſtors, bewailed 'too late the credulity 


inſpired by my own—execrated the cruel, the 
treacherous Lady Mortimer, and demanded m. 

liberty with a ſpirit that perplexed and ſurprized 
the Nuts. * Alas! I perceived at the ſame mo- 
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ment, by the increaſing, number who now, ga- 
thered found my bed, how. vain either threats or 
iatreaties muſt proye in that iuſtance. The 
Superior approached, and in en autboritative 
deciſive voice informed me, . 
right of her relationſhip, had placed me entjrely 
under their care and protection, relying on their 
pious endeavours both for the, recovery, of m 
reaſon and my prigeiples: nor could I make 

| good a ule of the fk as 50 app] y,at. ſolely to the 


— 2 


recovery of the latter, inſtead of idly lamenting 


N 


aloſs which alone could haye preſerved my ſou], 
They called the noble huſband, of whom their 
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illiberal tenets had juſt deprived.me, an heretic ; 


dn outcaſt of ſociety ; a,wietch not worthy in- 
terment,. I heard without, replying, but m. 
Joul was. not ſilent. I 3 to the "Mott 
High, and he will not forget me, Oh! in the 
awful day of retribution, dreadfully will 15 
tinguiſh the bigotted dictators in religion), 
HFlappily for me, they underſtood le of my 
language than I did of theirs ;; which perhaps 
ſaved me from a harſhneſs which muſt; have 
adged the ruin of my, conſtitution to that of my 
EBT 4010! og bale mniadtioon s ll 
nn will be. aſtoniſhed, madam 37 at my ſur- 
viviog ſuch, heegling complicated misfortunes, 
and, above all, the loſs, of my beloved... I re- 
ard it myſelf. with wonder, and impute my 
_ ſtrength both of body and mind ſolely to the 
knowing no pauſe in my ſufferings. Driven 
from one fatigue to another, from one agony to 
f another, lamentation was continually ſuſpended 
[ Either, by amazement, gr that nech. fog eder. 
j tion which gives a ſpring to all but the weakeſt 5 
| minds, and counteracts deſpondency, Grief, 1 1 
| | 1 2 may | 
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may affirm from fad experience, cannot be fatal 
till it ſtills. and condenſes every other paſſion, 


Left at. laſt with only that miſerable compani- 


on, my own. heart, I ruminated at leiſure. De- 
prived of Lord Leiceſter, happineſs, revenge, 
name, fortune, every charm in exiſtence, every 
right in ſociety; entombed alive, ere the aſhes 
of my Lord were allotted. a reſting place, I re- 
viewed my whole fate with aſtoniſhment. Often 


wearied with ſuffering, did I meditate giving up 
a a life no longer endeared to me, and quietly pur- 
ſuing my ſoul's better part. Alas, the unborn - 


cauſe of all my late dangers would {till recal, 
ſtill hold me down to ſuffer ! Les, precious 
remnant of my love, ſole pledge of paſt felicity; 
laſt of the mighty Dudley; line, ſighed I, Lowe 
thee the el blefling of exiſtence; 1 owe thy 
noble father's memory juſtice. I know the pro- 
found, the execrable policy; of Elizabeth, nor 


doubt her eſcaping the ſlighteſt cenſure, unleſs 
I appear,—and ſhall I, ſhall I, oh Leiceſter, 


living or dead forſake thee ? ſhall ſhe Who coſt 
thee every worldly good, allow thy honour,.thy 


fortune, thy life, to be annihilated without one 


effort to retrieve either? No, ſince; revenge js 
the little all now left me, let me ſecure: that 


little. Diſappoint, oh God! the weak and en- 


thuſiaſtic views of my unworthy relation; per- 


mit me to convey from this unhallowed grave, 
the honoured aſhes of my love; let them over- 
whelm Elizabeth with late contrition and fruit- 
leſs ſhame, and then, oh then, allow me to be- 
$4 n 


? 


longer wiſh to groan under U. 


7 | | i e . 
Jo effect any part of theſe complicated de- 


: 


ſigns, I found e neceflary to ſtiſſe, in 


a degree, 
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Chapel of the 

'balmed ready to ſend over to England, if ſuch 
| ſhould be the pleaſure of the Queen, which, as 
it appeared, was all they conſidered. The jew- 
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a degree, my feelings; and ſubmitted to a diſſi- 
mulation my foul abhorred, I requeſted to ſee 
that woman who was more terrible to my eyes 


than any thing human, Elizabeth excepted. 
This requeſt flattered the Nuns with the hope of 


my converſion, and a little opened their hearts 
towards me. I now learnt that the wretches 


who robbed my days of comfort, imputed the 


event ſolely to accident, nor pleaded a commiſſi- 


'on beyond conveying Lord Leiceſter to England, 
and even that in ſo private a manner as ſhew- 
ed them without legal authority. — The whole 
had been conducted with ſo profound a ſecrecy, 


that neither the deſign nor event had ever reach- 
ed the knowledge of the police; to prevent 


which, the body of Lord Leiceſter had been im- 


mediĩately 1 670 into an outer vault of the 
onvent, where it had been em- 


els and money, both Lord Leiceſter and myſelf 

oſſeſſed, when we entered the fatal gates of 
Dede ſeemed to have departed with him, as 
well as all information reſpecting the lodgment 


of thoſe ſums I have already mentioned; and J 


Taw myſelf, for all that fortune once promiſed 
me, inheriting only a weed. 2 ep If 
Ass I endured with patience the religious viſi- 
"tations and homilies of the Nuns, as well thoſe 
of various Monks, who united with them in 
converting me, Lady Mortimer in a few days 
conſented to judge of their cares by ſeeing me. 
This inſolent woman conſidered the viſit as a 
condeſcenſion, and hardly held out a hand mine 
ſhuddered again to dh.  Unmoved with my 
ROY” e paleneſs, 


Mas £ . 
Ws” "Þ 


THE RECESS, :&c. 215 


paleneſs, my condition, or my habit, ſhe calmly 
diſcourfed with the ſiſterhood and the Monks, 
while I continued drowned in tears no human 
effort could ſtifle. A gentleman, who I under= 
ſtood was her younger ſon, addrefſed me with the 
voice of ſympathy; uninfluenced by his mo- 
ther's pious prejudices, he ſpoke of my misfor- 
tune as the firſt on earth, and of Lord Leiceſ- 
ter as the man who moſt deſerved to be lame. t- 
ed; and bewailed the delays in his paſſage, 1 
which made him unhappily arrive too late to 1 
ſuccour either. He ſpoke too in-Engliſh. The 9 


words, the mann: r, the language, ſunk into uk 
my ſoul, and a faint hope they ſtruck out ena- We 
bled me to ſupport the enſuing converſation. We: 
Lady Mortimer addreft me with an air at once a 
_ tenacious and haughty ; treated me like a mere By. . 
girl, who to a blind and unpardonable paſſion, = 
had made perpetual ſacrifices of every ſolid duty Wt: 
of religion and morality ; repreſented me as the +5 
ſole cauſe of my mother's martyrdom, a fin no 1 
penance could ever expiate; mentioned with {EM 
horror that union, which wanting the ſanction 4 
of the Pope, could not by her be termed a mar- TED 
0 riage : and valued herſelf on the happy plan the 1 
had laid to ſeparate us. It appeared the infor- 1 
mation of our place of reſidence paſſed from her 1 
to Elizabeth, who bargained for the ſecret d eli- 1 
very of Lord Leiceſter to her emiſſaries: a fe- 1 
queſt Lady Mortimer complied with gladly, as WE: 
the eaſieſt and moſt effectual means of re-uniting 5 it's 
me to the Church. The plan of ſeizing him at WA: 
midnight, had, ſhe owned, been concerted: by i 
herſelf, as that was a time when he could nei- 1 
ther reſiſt, nor 1 follow him, to create any 18208 
alarm: a circumſtance ſhe dreaded beyond any WET 
. 777, 2 i 
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other thing. From the bloody conſequence of 
this treachery ſhe affected to acquit herſelf, 


1 


occaſion. 


though without expreſſing any ſorrow on the 


Oh, negative fin! groaned I inwardly ; oh, 


dire colluſion! wanting courage to act an ill, 
are you, when pre-acquainted, leſs guilty in not 
preventing it? the laws of England reached not 
hither; nor was Lord | Leiceſter i amenable by 
thoſe laws; wherefore entice and murder him, 
beneath a roof alliance and hoſpitality ſhould 
have doubly conſecrated ? Wherefore, but that 
the commoneſt inn would have protected him? 


Tears and ſighs being all my comments on her 


ſpeech, ſhe joined the monks in elaborate exhor- 
tations; in high promiſſes of preſenting me to 
all my mother's partiſans, and rendering me the 
head of the Engliſh Catholic party, whenever I 
voluntarily recanted my errors; or if I perſiſted 


in them, anticipating the judgment of Heaven, 


ſhe reſolved to puniſh my apoſtacy by an abſo- 
lute ſecluſion within the walls which -at preſent 
confined me. Faint, and overcome, I promiſed 
to deliberate, and with difficulty obtained the 
only requeſt I ventured : the ſad indulgence of 
weeping over the coffin of Lord Leiceſter. 


I could hardly fail to diſcover, through this 
veil of ſimulation, pride and bigotry, a ſtrong 
felf-intereſt. The agreement for eng up 


Lord Leiceſter very highly offended thoſe Jaws 
which protected Lady Mortimer, and to which 
ſhe muſt have anſwered, had the intention only 
tranſpired; but when to that was added his mur- 
der, bis midnight murder, in a city .chiefly 
compoſed of Huguenots, hardly dared ſhe gueſs 


at her on danger. The narrow faith which 


emboſomed 
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embed ner among the Catholicks, proved in 
this inſtance her ſafety, ſince united in her dan- 
ger as well as prineiples; they were reſolved to 
venture the utmoſt to ſecure her. Every ſubſe- 
quent day confirmed my opinion, and the abſo- 
lute neceffity of winning me over, or entombing 


me alive, made the Nuns omit no care or indul- 


E after once I ſeemed to liſten to them. 
Fearful of rouſing all my paſſions, and reviv- 
ing every prejiidice, by conducting me to the 


dreary unhallowed vault Lord Leiceſter was laid 


in, and not daring” to bring his 8 
aſhes within their? own! Chapel, the 

amuſed themſelves with decorating his ſepulchre 
with all the pompous inſignia of death. — Ah! 
vain'attempt to ſadden' dug eilte! Can midnight 
tapers,” ſuſpended black, or: waving: plumes re- 
lieve thoſe eyes'which feel in vain their on! y ob- 
jet? or gratifynd heart writhing ander the iren 
hand of ealamity? Can mortal prayers enſure 
immortal happineſs? or can ſelf-fainited wretches 
bribe the Almighty even with the ore his bounty 
laviſhes: Prepoſterous blindneſs I Such were 


my mental replies to all their enthuſiaſtic ha- 


rangues; and this ill- choſen moment of aſſailing 
mes e ee my fluctuating religious prinei- 
ples. the coffin of Lord Leiceſter, my ſe- 
cret ſoul pronounced a vow'ſokemn and irrevoca- 


ble, to know no heaven kut his, nor ſeek it in 
another manner. Thou too, oh moſt beloved ! 


vwert-preſent— but-not to me no more my eyes 
were to imbibe pleaſure from the lucid beams of 
thine Ino more my ſoul was to mingle with 
thine” effuſions, which ſo often had enabled me 
to ſuſtain the malevolence of fortune! Ah, no! 
N 3 alone wert by a ſtrange tranſition 
n : | bdecome 


uns 


_— SN. 8 55 * 4 — 4 aA ny * — 1 1 2 2 — > — * » ads — 
— — a9 5 5 py mn © 4 : . Gb. e ee 7 . * FED egy EIS " e 8 E 8 2 py o 8 Fu — * r — — 

n —_— EASE : 1 "A - hs Brow nd LE ey f cred I ee ET: 8 . 5 5 * > CO", DI Yar "Fe, I" \ 2 — Nw "==" 

=” re « 5 2 MG wr if 1 FS rs - Ln 2 1 4.6 => Xs [os ö = : 22 9 rr * _ 
1 r * * 4 * 7 r 5 8 8 EYES n * e k b& «$2 LY 18 8 * oaths F n PE + & ö 4 * - a. + Ke + 

4 x . 7. If 5 1 0 8 8 5 FT 5 2 of cad 3 a 8 383 > r 7 
N 1 Sas. | . G4 $M, ew 7 Pre L Gay lr 6 wa = —— Nr + AE 5 5 * * : » W . 
pres rr: 2 Wa 5 „ * — . ih 8 bs : I 5 N [ET © 

0 E = 1 3 1 89 — 12 = * , F FP 
LE a 6 Ev. — - 5 . r * = - T 


- 

* 

4 
'H 
# 

.v 
7 

5 

5+ 
#1 

: 

i - 
A; 
* 

4 

4 
? 

[i 

* 

* 

* 
2 

5 

— 
13 

. 
; 

* 
4, 

* 
1 
1 
p * 

7 

* 

25 


1 
83 
. 
NN 9 Ar 
— nfs edge 2d 
ET 7 bod 


2 - / 2 2 . 7 . 9  Þ 4 2 E 2 — 
2 ; * 8 8 . * 8 BY lb ond. Li i IE TANG Sat] - — —— = 
- 7 — * g. = 5 1 9 — F4 = 2 75 % 3 
N I yh wo erg n n — - 5 „ ne 3 * r=; —— . * — — 

k ha P ESE UE SS 208 7 ne pers RITA 1 "© 4 ee 4 "ar" MY” — Pl p 8 Sr bets — 
— * N 2 n rf 2 3 „ bs 728 — — . \ - - ** 1 - 2 

+; 5 =, *_ r 2 — — — 22 * 1 g 8 my RIPE : 2 a 1 2 

WE 2 be Ea = To. = IR N n bo - 8 4 + — FL 2 2 —— — "x EF ” — = 

8 3 WAY £2 * 2 * 4%” * 11 a — {mo ; > TSR _ - 2 | Derr A 2 — LY 8 wy A 2 
22 * q ache 2 an 2 7 uh, BY AY Z % > - r owt. £ by 5 . r as -®-- >." * — 
o - o _— —_— — 4 2 _ T | 7 * 1 wells iS 4 IS 


- dates * =; = 
N —— — — 


. owes oo 


ww 


I ” * 5 Dy” pt = W- "x 
P att 3 hoe ern ton EDS R 


! N 


2 — Gli, 
— I 
di 
* 


218 THE RECESS, Se. 


become my 8 grief; and the cold lead 
which ſeared up duſt ſo precious, encloſed 
at ho ſame moment the heart of Shy. ſad wi- 
dow ! 


Ebad-in.1 vain, enquired for Miſs Cecil; 


| Nuns aſſured me they knew only from my eu 


rium that ſuch a perfon exiſted, and Lady Mor- 
timer inexorably refuſed to inform me, dec 
ſhe ſtill did ſo. Deeply 1 lamented: the loſs, of 
the only friend who * have ſoothed by ſhar- 
ing my affliction. Death had hallowed — paf- 
ſion with rights ſcarce inferior to my own, and 
my heart too frequently felt none but thoſe who 
loved could lament Lord Leiceſter as he me- 
rited. 

Mr. Mortimer ſoon. b:came the medium . | 
tween me and his mother; deſpairing to touch 
her impenetrable ſoul, I employed every mo- 


ment of lonelineſs in ſubduing her ſon's. 


Slowly I unfolded. my views, and ſlowly he too 


liſtened. to them; yet he did liſten; | Fearful 
that every hour would add a new inconvenience, 
by the birth of that poor babe for whom I ſuf- 


fered ſuch unremitting calamity, and dubious 
whether the pious policy of: the nuns. might not 
ſnatch it, as foon as born, from my feeble arms, 


as well to enſure my ftay as my abjuration, new 


terrors ſprung up in my ſoul. 1 could not but 


perceive an intereſted motive actuated him; re- 


duced, however, to owe my freedom to any 
thing. appeared blind to a tenderneſs every 
circumſtance forbad him to avow. A very few 
days determined him, and he informed me he had 
ſecured an Engliſn veſſel, the crew of which 
were to be his only aſſiſtants. How lowly is 
* 66 and * how ſwiftly does it 


revive! 


* 
% 
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revive ] actuated with the moſt impatient deſire 


of eſcaping, I made even my grief ſubſeryient 


to it; and propoſed to the nuns periodically to 
watch in the vault with Lord Leiceſter; (a fad 
ceremony their religion permitted, and mine did 
not forbid): being told it would be eaſier to force 


a way into this than the interior parts of the 


Convent. Mortimer had himſelf directed in 
conveying thither my departed love, and allowed 
it to be an eaſy means of eſcape, and perhaps 
the only one. rn 


J paſt part of ſeveral precedin nights in the 


ſame manner, accompanied by different nuns, to 
lull ſuſpicion, were it poſſible any ſhould have 
ariſen. What quick, what multiplied, what 
various emotions foreran the appointed time 
Every eye ſeemed to dive into my deſign, and 
every heart ſeemed intent to counteract it. 1 


found it impoſſible to obtain the privilege of 
watching alone, and ſhivered left my deliverers 


ſhould arrive ere my pale companion was ſums 
moned:; or I ſhould want ſtrength to prevent 
her alarming the ſiſterhood. Fortunately the 
night proved ſeverely cold, and obſerving the 
was no ſharer in my penance, I recommended 
to her to retire to her cell, and rejoin me when 
the mattins were over. Diſguſted with her em- 
ployment, and already froſt-nipt, ſhe ſullenly 
complied, and left me alone with the cofſin of 
Lord Leiceſter— Loſt huſband of my choice 


Oh, ever dear, and ever lamnnted ! ſighed” J, 


kneeling before, and invoking the ſenſeleſs lead 


not for herſelf is thy Matilda thus anxious: t 


vindicate thy honor, to preſerve the precious 


earth, which once was part of thee, and that 
which will ſoon become fo, is all the uſe ſhe 
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now can make of freedom. An awful ſilence, 
which ſeemed only interrupted by the throbbing 
of my pulſes, ſucceeded: Regardleſs of all thoſe 
emblems of death, which harrow up the minds 
of the happy, I knew no fear but of the living. 
The bell ſtruck upon my heart the decifive 
twelve. A jarring in the fartheft vault reached 
my ear; another opened; I heard the feet of 
men; another yet; I was environed by my de- 
liverers, and one ſpark of pleaſure ran through 
my cold frame, as I raiſed my head from the 
coffin of Lord Leiceſter. - << Fly, fair Matilda, 
cried the impatient Mortimer, ſnatching my 
hand to raiſe me“ Stay, generous friend, 
and hear me, ſaid I with firmneſs. You reſcue 
only half of me, if you leave the aſhes of my 
Lord behind. Would you part a miſer from 
his treaſure? rather will he be maſſacred upon 
it. There is encloſed the whole of mine; bear 
that likewiſe away, or entomb me with it ; for 
never, I ſwear by him in whoſe preſence: we 
were united, never will 1, alive or dead, conſent 
to part with him.” Offended at ſo unexpected 
a demand, he urged the difficulty and the dan- 
ger, with a harſhneſs I thought him incapable 
of; nevertheleſs, the place and time allowed 
not of long deliberation, and finding me inflex- 
ible, he at laſt ordered the ſailors to convey 
away the coffin likewiſe. An order they only 
complied with, from taking the metaphorical 
phraſe I had uſed, „of a treaſure,” in a literal 
ſenſe. Attached to Lord Leiceſter beyond mor- 
tality, I always felt protected when he was pre- 
ſent, and with ceaſeleſs care watched my deli- 
verers, convinced they would be but too ready 
to leave ſo great an incumbrance behind. 


» 0 
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They bore me with ſwiftneſs to the banks of 
155 See, where à boat waited ; and the tide 
favoring, we ſoon reached a ſhip of conſiderable 
burden; which - weighed” anchor immediately. 
Agitated with a thouſand remembrances, that 
of Mortimer hardly occurred to me till the 
veſſel was under ſail, and I ſtill perceived him 
on board. I had ever underſtood he was to 
leave me ds" ſoon as I was placed in ſafety. 1 


„ 


reminded him of this Kees 1 will leave 
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if 15. ſtill are cruel beg to deſire it. Bot 
can I quit you now; or venture to fet foot in 
a countty Where [have for your ſake violated 
the moſt ſacred lab, and'expofed myſelf to con- 

dign pubiſhment; T ſhould have found rea- 
ſo enough in this anſwer, but that his ſtifled, 
ſhort-breathed j joy, his ungovernable ardor, im- 
preſſed my fecret ſoul wich tertor, and robbed 
freedom all comfort! 

I found in the cabin, to which he Londüstel 
me, a woman àllotted to attend me, who ſtrong- 
Iv recommended that repoſe my fate had lon 
denied: the - misfortunes '' from which I ha 
eſcaped, united with thoſe that ſtill threatened 
me, to fill my whole foul; and willing to avert 
the fearful” anticipation, / 1 entered into ſome 
common diſcourſe with my attendant.” I found, 
with infinite aſtoniſhment, that ſhe was a Unid⸗ 

Wife, and provided with every neceſſary for the 
expected babe. I thould have conſidered this 
as the moſt tender obligation, but that a fatal 
doubt that ſprung up in' my heart, and ſuſpend- 
ed every generous emotion. Alas, it ſoon ma- 
tured into certainty! The vain and eternal 
fond- 


omni 
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fondneſs which made me inſiſt on having the 
coffin of Lord Leiceſter placed in the cabin, 
allotted for me at firſt, ſeemed to inſpire in 
Mortimer that horror common to weak or guilty 
minds, at fight of ſuch an awful memento; a 
few days rendered it familiar to him. A paſſion 
he no longer concealed, led him for ever into 
my preſence; neither the unburied dead, the 


black which ſeemed to envelop my withered 


heart as well as form, nor the ſad cireumſtances 
in Which I was widowed, any longer operated 


on his imagination. I too plainly perceived he 


conſidered me as his own, and only waited my 
recovery. to avow his unwarranted. pretenſions. 
What 1 viciſſitudes of fear did my timid ſoul 
experience | I ſaw, myſelf entirely in the power 
of this man; forlorn of every human aid | hope- 
leſs, helpleſs, ſave in the mercy. of the Al- 
Tr: Ob, thou ſupreme; ſighed I, hourly 
Tal ng my ſtreaming eyes to Heaven, thou;whoſe 
cient breath rolls on this mighty world of 
waters! oh, grant that they may prove, my 
EDM gave]. . ter, 
A little gallery ran before my cabin, whi- 
ther I ſometimes went for air. Devoured with 
reveries like thoſe recapitulated, I one evening 
found them interrupted by the voice of a wo- 
man ſinging. The elegance of her manner, 
and the ſweetneſs of her tone, convinced me it 
could not be my courſe attendant z, nor did I 
know the ſhip contained another female fave 
myſelf. Wrapt in aſtoniſhment and curioſity, 


every ſenſe ſubſided into ear. I recogniſed a 


favourite hymn; a hymn ſo ſwelling, ſolemn, 
and ſublime, that my charmed ſoul purſued the 
ſubject almoſt to Heaven. She changed to 
| N death, ' 
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death,—one-tone, one deep, one dirge-like tone, 
ſtruck: on my vibrating heart, and almoſt filenced 
every .pulſe- A loud cry, with the name of 
Roſe, burſt from me the noiſe of a perſon 
falling ſucceeded, and the hnging ceaſed, I 
ran wildly up to the deck, and loudly demanded 
my long loft friend of the aſtoniſhed Mortimer. 
Confuſed beyond the power of deceiving: me, 
he opened a cabin immediately over my own. 
Ah, with what tumultuous emotions did I raiſe 
the much-loved, much -lamented partner of my 
fate | ſlowly ſhe recovered from the ſtupor ſur- 
prize had occaſioned ; a thoufand remembrances 
endeared the pleaſure of the re- union; as many * 
annihilated all ſenſe of pleaſure. Embraces 
and tears at length ſubſided. As ſoon as alone, 
I queſtioned her concerning the interval, the 
dire deciſive interval.—Woaked by the univerſal 
confuſion, ſaid the fair Roſe; with bitter ſobs, 
which ſucceeded the fatal accident of the night 
that parted. us, I demanded you, my friend, 
with frantic ardor, but in vain. : A man, I 
ſoon underſtood to be the ſon of Lady Morti- 
mer, who was concealed in the houſe when we 
arrived, ſhortly after entered my apartment, and 
ordered others who attended him, to convey me 
on board the ſhip which brought him from 
Jamaica. Tears and intreaties were fruitleſs, 
and in the dead of night I was conducted to the 
banks of the Seine, and rowed to this veſſel, in 
which 1 found myſelf impriſoned, without the 
leaſt hope of meeting you. I ſoon learnt, from 
the coarſe jeſts of the ſailors, that their owner 
was an unprincipled villain in all reſpects, and 
more eſpecially Where women were concerned: 
every hope of an eſcape was finally taken 22 
110 8 | me 
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me, by my having the ill-fortune to attach the 
Captain, whom fear of Mortimer alone has kept 
within bounds. I underſtood the veſſel was 
bound for Jamaica, and only waited to take in 
a new cargo: Nevertheleſs, I ſaw that com- 
pleted without out ſetting ſail; and hoped from 
this the hand of 'providence would yet interpoſe 
in my favor. Alas, little did I imagine it was 
involving you in the ſame hopeleſs, deſperate 
ſituation I— Judge then, oh net unfortunare, 
concluded the amiable Miſs Cecil, What fate 
awaits us both—reſcued from the licentious 
wiſhes of your couſin, his worthleſs heart has 
only exchanged its object, and reſigns me as 
the more ignoble prey to his more worthleſs 
companion: the little decency Mortimer has 
hitherto preſer ved towards you, this miſerable 
meeting will finally pat an end to. He now 
knows you are infallibly apprized of your deſti- 
nation, and how will you form your mind to 
it? The iſland to which we are bound is yet in 
the hands of a few ſettlers, power is almoſt their 
only law, and he doubtleſs does not want that, 
ſince he ventures to defy every other. Never 
more ſhall my aching eyes diſcern the ſafe, the 
pleaſant ſhores of England, thoſe ſhores they 
joyed to Joſe fight of. — Alas, they then were 

fixed upon an object, offended Heaven has 
puniſhed me by claiminl g 
How, how ſhould we reſiſt the numbing 
power of deſperation, did not the facred ſenſe of 
devotion moſtiy ſpring from» it, and lift the 
foul above humanity ! Although more deplo- 
rably circumſtanced myſelf, by a courageous 
effort I reſolved to ſoothe and conſole her; and 

. gently preparing her tender heart for the _ | 
N : O JE 
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object it was deſtined to encounter, I led her 
down to my cabin. Ah what affection ſtreamed 
equal from our arne ew —_ TO the cold 
memento} —» 2 


Miſs. Cecil ae too Gui, and the lun | 


mous Mortimer no longer deigned to veil his 


views; perpetually ſhocking me with free and 


haugghty declarations of his paſſion; It was but 


too obvious he knew his power, and conſidered 


his intention of marrying me as the moſt ho- 
nourable diſtinction; even at the moment he 


ſcoffed at every one cuſtom or nature had eſta- 


bliſhed. Miſs Cecil was not leſs importuned, 
by a wretch rough as the element by which he 
ſubſiſted, and both ſo regularly viſited! our 
cabin, that ſcarce could we call it our own, 
even at the hours ſacred to repoſe. In thoſe 


eternal conflicts, ſuch a ſituation muſt cauſe, 


deſpair would too often prevail; and ſilentl 
with dubious eyes we fathomed the abyſs of 


waters on which we: floated, Wo ing, it * 


the laſt terrible aſy lum. 
Inn the midſt of theſe: horrors the appointed 
hour revolved,” and nature made her agonizing 


effort. In that awful moment ] loſt every ſen- p 


ſation of fear, and reſigned myſelf into the 
hands of my creator ; beſeeching him to recall 
the troubled ſoul which ſo long had: groaned 
before him, with that of the tender babe whoſe 
firſt feeble cries pierced my every ſenſe; As 
ſoon. as my weakneſs allowed, they gave into 
my arms a girl, a dear, a fatherleſs girl, who 
ſeemed at her firſt entrance into exiſtence, to 
bewail her unknown calamity. An impulſe 


new, exquiſite, unexpected, took poſſeſſion of 
=p _—: an impulſe ſo. _— ſo ſtrong, ſo 
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facred, it ſeemed as I had never loved till then. 
Feebly ſtraining her to my boſom, I enthuſiaſ- 


_ tically prayed the Almighty to beſtow on her 


every bleſſing ſhe had innocently wreſted from 
me, while my fond heart baptiſed her in its 
tears. Powerful, powerful nature ! how did I 
worſhip all thy ordinations! No fate can be 
wrought-up to ſuch a height of happineſs, but 
ſome interwoven ſorrow. chaſtens us with the 
ſad ſenſe of imperfection ; nor any ſo ſteeped in 
miſery, but ſome celeſtial ray ftreams through 
this frail manſion of mortality, ſubliming all its 
ſufferings. 1 4 | 

While my eager eyes gazed. unwearied on 
my new-born cherub, and traced in her infant 


lineaments her father's matchleſs beauty, even 


till they ached with fondneſs, fancy pierced 
through the veil of futurity-to unite each grace 


of perſon and of mind, and enduing her with all, 


every human claim upon my feelings ſeemed 
er and revived in this new one. Oh, 
hope ! ſweet ſubſtitute for happineſs, whoſe 
mental gildings dawn periodically upon the 
foul, like light upon creation, awakening and 
invigorating every active principle of being; 
recalled by this irreſiſtible influence even from 
the dark, the dreary'grave, each troubled heart 
ariſes, and ſhaking off the heavy dews of ſor- 
row, ſlowly reſumes its wonted habits. The 
pale converts of experience no longer dare ap- 
propriate the darling object of their wiſhes, but 
meekly then receive the appointed pleaſure, - 
prepared alike either to enjoy or to reſign . 


As thus the maternal tye engrafted itſelf in my 
ſoul, I perpetually endeavoured to impreſs that 


of my dear unfortunate friend with the ſame 


train 


— 


— 
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train of ideas. Alas, in vain I- Rather ſur- 
prized at finding me ſenſible of conſolation, 
than diſpoſed to receive it, ſhe gradually with- 
drew a confidence I did not eaſily miſs, and 
delivered herſelf up to that cold and ſullen 
deſpair, which unſettles every prineiple. In- 
treaties and arguments foon loſt all effect on 
her. Starting at times from an impenetrable 
reverie, a broken figh would overturn all I could 
urge, while continued adjurations produced too 
often a marked diſguſt. Obliged at intervals 
to quit the cabin (left even my preſent ſituation 
ſhould fail to protect it from intruders) and 
liſten to the hateful addrefles of her boifterous 
lover, often did the ſeat of reaſon appear ſhaken 
in this dear unfortunate on her return, and a 
vague and extravagant gaiety would ſuddenly 
give place to the deepeſt gloom and inanity. 
1 ſaw theſe fluctuations with horror, and 3 
ed the moment when a rude demand of mar- 
riage ſhould bring her fate to a climax, Ah, 
not without reaſon did I dread it! One even- 
ing, after a converſation of this kind, I per- 

_ ceived her more than uſually diſturbed. | Nei- 
ther my prayers, nor the pouring rain could 
bring her from the balcony, where for hours ſhe 
told her weary ſteps. I ſtarted at laſt from a 
inomentary  flumber on her re-entering the 
cabin. The dim lamp burning in it, l 
her with a ſlow and tottering pace approaching 
the laſt aſylum of Lord Leiceſter; ſinking b 
this repoſitory of her breaking heart, ſhe claſped 
her hands upon her boſom with a moſt ſpeak- 
ing ſenſe of woe; while over it her fair locks 
fell wild and diſhevelled, heavy with the mid- 
night rain, and ſhivering to its beatings. - The 

| e 
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wet drapery of her white garments ſpread far 
over the floor, and combined to form ſo perfect 
an image of deſolation, as froze up all my fa- 
eulties. I ſtruggled for articulation. A feeble 
ery alone eſcaped me. She ſtarted at the ſound - 
from her icy ſtupor, and glanced her eyes every 
where, with that acuteneſs of perception which 
marks a diſturbed imagination; then with a 
long ſigh ſunk once more into herſelf, -- A ſe- 
cond cry, followed by her name, my bounding 
eager heart pronounced; She half aroſe ; the 
motion of ber lips ſeemed contending with the 
drear ſilence of the moment, but not a murmur 
broke it, —amazement, horror, the wrings of 
death transfixed me. Springing ap with ethe- 
rial ligbtneſs, even while her ſeeble frame ſhi- 
vered with agony and affect ion, ſhe fixed on 
my con vulſed features a long, long look, then 
waving majeſtically a laſt adieu, ruſhed again 
into tbe balcony. Unable to move a limb my 
harrowed ſoul ſeemed, through the jar of the 
elements, to diſtinguiſn her dreadful plunge 
into the world of waters. A ſomething too 
mighty. to ; deſcribe: or endure came over me, 
ahchſenſenſed beſare it!. ni vie not, 
How long it was ere my careleſs attendant 
came to my relief I know not, but a ſucceſſion 
of fits, accompanied with dangerous ſhudder- 
ings, and a raging: fever ſeemed every moment 
to promiſe me, from the ordination of provi- 
dence, that relief my loſt Roſe had ventured to 
_ precipitate. - Whether her fatal example, or my 
ſufferings, influenced my tyrant, his perſecu- 
tion entirely ſubſided; in the ſhort intervals of 
reaſon my weakneſs produced, he condemned 
his own conduct, bound himſelf by the moſt 


2 : ſolemn 
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ſolemn promiſes to convey me home, and con- 
jured me to ſtruggle for life, if not for my 'own' 
ſake, at leaſt for that of my infant. Alas, my 
babe] when my cheek felt once more thy ten- 
der breathings, I aceuſed myſelf for wiſhing 
to leave thee, and acknowledged the ſad neceſſity 
of living. My cruel malady robbing the 
cherub of her natural ſuſtenance, it was with 
difficulty ſhe received any other, and the pro- 
poſal he made me, of having her baptized, was 
readily accepted. That ceremony was per form- 
ed the ſame evening. Alas, my precious infant, 
no velvet pillowed thy innocent face] no coſtly 
canopies preſerved it! no noble ſponſors, with 
ready arms, contended to receive thee! no fa- 
ther's bleſſing followed that of Heaven; thou 
wert, alas, given by a ſordid nurſe,” to a more 
ſordid chaplain, and by a dim lamp, Wiechin a 
narrow cabin, thy woeful mother raiſed her 
feeble head too fee the child of Lord Leiceſter, 
a daughter of the Houſe of Stuart, conſecrated 
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bythe name of Wary.: i” 8 
Recovered a little from the effects, as well as 
the impreſſion cauſed by the unhappy cataſ- 
trophe of my darling friend, I could not fail 
to adore that gracious providence, with whoſe. 
decrees ſnhe had dared to blend her own, on 
learning that the inſolent Captain had, on that 
fatal evening, by a fall broke both his arms, 
and loſt the power of moleſting her, At firſt 
this appeared a bitter ' aggravation, but ſoon it 
ſunk into my foul, and regulated all my future 
conduct. Never] ah never, from that moment 
have I ventured to yield to raſhneſs and deſpair, 
but when unable to obey, I have reſolved to 
_ endure, How ſeverely has this principle ac 
25 tris 


07 EOS oof 
2 il 5 an Ne 


7 ah — r n f 2 T - - = 
© * wh wh, — 4 = 2 a * 5 - * \ „1 88 5 n 8 — r — Þ — 1 2 — 22 — e 
— Wer- 5 woe r * e E mk - 2 " r 999 4 — n 2 — * - „ 2 5 4 4 . 2 Y . Y l 
X x + 8 8 8 ers: 7 * " ml bY 74 2 8 r r Hs. . in 4 t Part 67 ns ee rar” — BG tb . — 
— y 8 fn 0 9 1 p : P may * I T > i 4 8 > 4 F i Ma 1 e 7 — e * 6 LES " W. —_ 4 A th * COPS” - - - a PT p —— \ 
* — 8 oy 2 Sz Yoo G #4 ? 0 wy : 2. v. 7 BE 3 ORR EY r 8 ä 3 e 3 2 = 5 T = rr IG 2 . : = — + mar 
= = + 4 2 2 e 4 — 3 . NN 9 e 1 — S _ 5 * - 9 — A Nn — 2 LA N * * 1 2 5 * * * 
8 8 = N WY 8 7— 8 "Rf 8 8 RR eder Rte as 1 r 1 . n hs = GE © > — 2 "I — !! no 
2 barn Wat ers 2 . l e yr = SR. nate eee 1 wy : _— _— — a 2 = 2 > as p N 2 r 
P RE” _— P—_ \ Ne "> Mew 4 1 * n — — OY 8 8 2 * g + 8 . F b a - 
RIS N 33 | ; . = er 2 88 e e e n — ; — . a "Et; 7 ESO r > — 
ann ae ** WIT ae _ l PEAR yo. OH, - - >, 2 E —_— = — * 7 = WIS RE: , 25 8 W 2 — . So hn - SS os —— — gp — — _ — 
8 2 ** 5 o N 5 * o _ RY pit: rich - 22 Þ 2 — 5 go — — 7 © 7 - I Se 
= 0 Sx r —— + — r 4 — 2 My i 6 b 
8 * & TE 


% 
„ of 
— " NET INE EC rennen, ern r rer, 8 © 
A 5 — 0 3 Ui 2. 4 di. bas. 75, 5 J 
. 8 * Re. F n oY IS 0 Wy r Y * . MRS; > WB 7 5 PR NIE Max 4 
LIES . 22 2 Rake Sr 3 0 . . cr a ys" boy e  ns obl I WET. EE ES ITS e 3 —— 5 — 
2 8 N . K . * 1 \ . 3 Sib 4 < 1 ge] 7 Row 1 F 2 2 
/ CO ERIE Ae A as A ee EE ne nd nn . 
N a X a 26-2. 2 2 8 . - 
© th IS rs ST OY 
— : 
us _— 
LET 9 » 2 
= 


330 THE RECESS; c. 


tried? How often, when overweighed by the 
heavy hand of misfortune, have I been obliged 
to interpoſe between myſelf and my fate, the 
fleeting form of the beauteous Cecil eſcaping 
my helpleſs will, and ruſhing, uncalled, into 
eternity ? | . 
The vain hope of returning to England, with 
which Mortimer had flattered me into health, 
daily diminiſhed; the alteration of the air, united 
with the diſcourſe of the mariners, to prove 
the period of my diſaſtrous voyage approached. 
I Heard the fond, the univerſal ſhout, and that 
ſweet emotion ſailors only feel at fight of land, 
agitated every heart but mine. Averſe and 
gloomy I turned my hopeleſs eyes towards a 
Thore where nature's laviſh hand had ſpread a 
fertility, which ſeemed to ſcorn. the aid of art. 
Ah, where are now the barren hills, the chalky 
cliffs of England? ſighed I in ſilence. I per- 
ceived St. Jago de la . the only town then 
| 8 the ifland ; and in the idea of intereſting the 
overnor I reſted my laſt hope. I knew not 
that eager to poſſeſs the abundant conveniences 
my tyrant had brought over I ſhould eſcape the 
notice of the inhabitants, or be conſidered as 
living lumber not worth enquiry. | Confined | 
within the narrow bounds of my own cabin, 
J had the mortification of hearing the cannon 
and muſick proclaim the arrival and departure 
of the Governor and officers, after partaking a 
ſumptuous entertainment; and on the ſame 
evening, while intoxication ſecured the chief 
people of the iſland in their own houſes, I was 
landed, and put into a litter, which the ſlaves 
of Mortimer bore towards his plantations. The 
few idlers whom curioſity drew round me, diſ- 
. | | regarded 
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regarded my adjurations, and with cold inſo- 
lence examined my features. Their remarks 
were made in a language I did not underſtand, 
and I plainly diſcerned they did not wiſn to 
underſtand mine. I too late recollected m 
being unveiled might make them form a falſe 
judgment of my character. Meek by nature, 
and bowed to the earth by misfortune, I loſt 
all power of contending with my fate; and ſup- 
plicating only the Almighty, awaited its dire 
completion. I perceived it was not without 
reaſon Mortimer had boaſted of his authority: 
with overbearing inſolence he now demanded 
my hand, and bade me remember he was there 
a ſovereign, nor did I ſee a being who dared 
even to murmur at his will. He preſumed to 
rally the anguiſh he occaſioned, and even ſacri- 
legiouſly to inſult the cold remains of that 
adored huſband whoſe rights he ſeemed every 
moment ready to violate. Imagination had long 
ſince been exhauſted in ſeeking means of re- 
dreſs. Flight was impoſſible in a country where 
I neither knew the roads, the natives, nor whe- 
ther it ſupplied an individual willing or able to 
protet me. Many of his Spaniſh domeſtics'I 
was not permitted to fee; thoſe that were al- 
lowed to approach me appeared haughty, repel- 
ling, and filent. I ſoon found they compounded 
with their pride for the ſervile exactions of duty 
paid to him, by lording it equally over his 
ſlaves ;- who, timid by nature, and' ſubdued by 
cruelty, ſeemed” to have loſt the very wiſh of 
any other good than that of exiſtence. '' . 
Tears, ſighs, and refuſals, could no longer 
avert or even delay the ſacrifice; and having 
dnly a few hours of ſolitude allowed, to prepare 


* 


my mind for the ceremony, I huſhed my ſmiling 


babe at my aching breaſt, and Wearied alike with 
miſery and prayer, dropt into a lumber, A 
dream repreſented me in the poſition I really 
was — ſunk on the ground near the coffin of 
Lord Leiceſter. Suddenly I perceived the lid 
was removed. I ſtarted up, impatient“to be- 
hold the choſen of my heart. IL ſaw him once 
more; tho? Wrapt in the garments. of the grave 
once more I ſaw, rich life mantling on that 
manly cheek, and thoſe fine eyes, mine never 
beheld without pleaſure, once more beamed 
brightneſs upon me. Surprized, entranced, I 
made a thouſand ineffectual efforts to ſpeak, and 


holding out my new- born Mary, 1- ſaw, (oh 


ſweet, though vain deluſion 1) à father's arms 
enfold her. My ſenſes ſeemed unequal to the 
ecſtacy : impenetrable darkneſs ſpread over my 
eyes, and: a: burſt of (ethereal muſick ; abſorbed 
every: faculty. Recovering all, however, in- 
ftantaneouſly, I looked 'upwards. Alas, Lord 
Leiceſter was aſcending with his daughter in his 
arms. I demanded her with agonizing cries; 
and, catching at a mantle which yet ſeemed 
within my reach, it fell upon me like the craſh 
of; nature, burying me under an immoveable 
weight, I awakened at the moment. is but 
a dream, cried my ſcared heart, but ſuch a dream 
as the horrors of the approaching moment alone 
could counterpoiſdGdGGG. E bib 


* 


Scarce. had I recalled my ſhook ſenſes, when 


Mortimer, attended by bis Chaplin and dome(- 


tics, entered my apartment. While the latter 
were decorating it with Catholic pomp, I ſum- 
moned the ſmall remains of my courage to ad- 
dreſs the prieſt, who ſtood ready to mock the 


religion 


#3» +45 


man Kane combined to. make me happy; vou, 
u 

to camplete. thote manifold exils which, the K. 
mighty (for ends L cannot judge. gf] has permit- 
ted me, to ſurvive, with the violation of every 
right, both of religion and. morality, can be 
called marriage, and you as the delegate of 
Heaven dare ſacr ilegiou fly. to pronounce. the ce - 
remony,, I ffand here a devoted wretch,. the 
hopeleſs, helpleſs, . victim of my; duty LE 

mark, I ee Jau, my. laſt declaration. e 
have a will, Whie ec 40 1 09 ene | 


Sf 


alter of bend, delivered up to this, abandgin 
but his wife, and againſt that title my af will 
ever revolt, oy my laſt breath proteſt.” e Un- 
happy, : deluded, oung creature, returned the 
ſordid prieſt in French, were my conſcience g 
ferent motive than thoſe you adjure me by and 
ſuch is the horror your obſtinate hereſy:inipires, 
that did. I not hope time, and. a, better, huſband's 
cares would convert your erring heart, hardly 
would I venture to unite you with a member gf 
our holy church,” —< Submit; yourſeIf at once 
to your fate, imperiouſly ſaid Mortmer,. for to 
end your, hopes of the church's, interpoſing in 
Your favgry e e e pur 
u 1 wer.” I turned my. anda os 


hs | 


you, into ny power. 1 turned. my. AS 
well as eyes, in ſpeechleſs aſtoniſhment towargs 
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Heaven. Hope not, my fair couſin, rejoined 
he with a malicious ſanle, your ſentimental in- 
nocence can cope with the arts of a ſiſterhood of 
nuns. Wearied with your obſtinacy, fearful of 
your eſcape, they gladly put you into my power 
to enſure their own ſafety.” He war e 
mind took in at onde the dreadful truth—My 
innocence, ah rather ſay ignorance, groaned I men- 
tally, that fatal error which too ſeverely pu- 
niſhes itſelf ——- Hardly ever can I pardon myſelf 
the extravagant credulity.Scarce could my 
mother wr en me, reſumed he, that you would 
be duped by ſo obvious a colluſion; ice a ſin- 
gle moment's reflection muſt have convinced you 
never man pervaded the laſt retreat of diſappoint- 
ed women, but by their own connivance : and 
all the precious mummery of the buſineſs but 
heightened the pleaſure of the triumph. How 
could I fail to ſmile to ſee the coffined ſpouſe 
borne in the train of the living one? who 
proudly claſped a timid heart which knew not 
then it throbbed againſt its maſters ! Alike un- 
able to utter or ſavpreſa the burning indigna- 
tion this unmanly boaſt, this elaborate wicked- 
neſs excited, I fixed my eyes inflexibly on the 
coffin of Lord Leiceſter, almoſt. belieying hea- 
ven itſelf would effect a miracle in my favor, by 
renovating my only protector. The ceremony 
nevertheleſs commenced; when a new event 
transfixed not only me, but every perſon preſent. 
A yell, wild, deep, ſhrill, and Norrible, was 
ſucceeded by a tumult univerſal and tremendous. 
The paleneſs of death crept upon the cheeks of 


my late inhuman tyrant, who, with his confe- 


derates, turned around his hopeleſs eyes for ſome 
inſtrument of defence in vain. Impelled by 
N deſperation 
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deſperation they all ruſhed. out; but were in- 
ſtantly driven back by the tide of exaſperated + 
ſlayes. Appalled by their ferocious eyes, and 
bloody hands, I ſunk into a ſwoon, but revived 
as it were by heaven's appointment to ſee the 
laſt, the deadly blow given to Mortimer; who 
reeling a few paces, groaned his laſt on the cof- 
fin of Lord Leiceſter ; thus fignally and memo- 
rably avenged. Surrounded with death in every 
horrid form, I expected | continually the com- 
pletion of deftiny; which I had certainly 
found, but that a Spaniard, who was united in 
the plot of the flaves, with the gallantry inci- 
dent to his nation protected me in conſequence 
of my ſex and wrongs, and led me away to 
their rendezvous; aſſuring me I ſhould there find 
ſafety. Terror almoſt annihilated my faculties 
as the ferocious ſlaves ran back ward and forward, 
heaping in theſe huts the bloody plunder new 
_ murders every moment ſecured. Having ga- 
thered together all they thought it expedient: to 
ſave, they loaded the horſes, and each other 
haſtening to ſecrete themſelves in thoſe. woods, 
which by narrow. paſles led to impenetrable re- 
treats in the mountains. Many were the unin- 
telligible diſputes concerning me. Many a 
half-raiſed arm, and inflamed eye, glared death 
upon me; but the ſtroke was as eagerly averted 
by the interpoſition of the generous Emanuel. 
Yet perhaps his utmoſt intereſt had been unequa!l 
to the occaſion, but that one of the ſlayes the 
called Aimor, ſeemed ſuddenly won over to m 
as He was among the ringleaders of this 
conſpiracy, and his deciſion ſilenced eyery mur- 
mur. Horſes were ſo precious, that. Emanuel 
could oply procure me one by reſigning to his 
Vol. b L des. confe= _. 
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cConfederates his ſhare of the plunder, which it 
nad been allotted him to convey. 
Fury now began to give place to fear; and 
the guilty wretches haſtened their departure. 
The march commenced about midnight. Silent, 
bewildered, awe-ſtruck, I had meditated on this 
ſucceſſion of terrible events, without extending 
my views beyond the preſent moment, and 
ſcarce dared look towards the future. To ſee 
myſelf and infant led away thus ſuddenly into 
ſlavery, by a wild and unknown people, ſeared 
by the oppreſſions of their murdered maſter to 


all ſenſe of humanity, through a country alike 
wild and unknown, expoſed to the inſults of 


two new=-made lovers, and only fafe in the guard 

they kept over each other; how ſtrange the 

"tranſition in my fate! I yet bent my ſoul to the 
power, who by ſuch exemplary juſtice, releaſed. 
me from Mortimer, and thought every other evil 

_ "Teſs. than being confirmed his wife, ſince that 
| "ORE was without any remedy but death. 

Ere we had made any conſiderable Pease in 
our fearful journey, the rolling clouds became 
tinctured with a vivid crimſon, and my compa- 
nions were ſeized with the conſternation inci- 
dent to guilt. Notwithſtanding they had uſed 


every precaution to conceal their ravages, on the 


ſpot from whence the 26 had efcaped, till out of 
the reach of danger, ſome unextinguiſhed ſpark 
had caught fire, and extending through the 
range of buildings, I ſaw the rich, though ra- 
waged 'poſſeffions of Mortimer, one univerſal 


through the midnight wanderers, gave place in 
me to a nearer and more affecting remembrance. 


Sad aud ſilent tears en _— oy" che, 


ds - * nen 


"conflagration. The apprehenſion this diffuſed 
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when 1 conſidered the whole riches of nie baſe 


rival formed but the funeral pile of Lord Lei- 
ceſter. Farewell ! a long farewell ! ſighed forth 
my oppreſſed ſoul. Oh, moſt beloved! Oh, 
moſt avenged! Whatever fate Heaven ſhall ap- 
point thy perſecuted widow, humbly let her 
obey the God, who ſo ſignally interred thee !— 


Alas ! a few houts and no memorial of thy ex- 


iſtence will remain, except that poor babe who 
feebly trembles to the beatings of her mother's 
heart. No faithful hand ſhall ſeparate the'aſhes 
of the injurer and the injured : Yet let me not 
complain ſince the fiat of the Almighty ſhall 
awfully adjudge the ſouls this fearful moment 
carne 73 Of 7 91 ih nin 9 

As Emandel ſtil W by me, I ſought 
from him to underſtand the cauſe of the preſent 
inſurteRion, and the different motives of him: 


ſelf and companions. PFhoſe of the ſlaves, 


ſaid that generous protector, are like their na- 
tures, wild and various my own, ſimply juſ- 
tice and love. The tyrannic Mortimer, whoſe 


fate no being will ever deplore, eſtabliſned him 


ſelf in this iſland, no leſs by the favor of Philip 
the Second, than by marrying the ſiſter of the 
preſent Governor, Don Pedro de Sylva. In 
that nobleman he met à kindred mind; mean, 
mercenary, oppreſſive, and cruel; in one parti- 
cular alone they diffęred; Mortimer was by na- 
ture bold and enterprizing Don Pedro cautious 
and timid. The enormities of the firſt,” howe⸗- 
ver, always found ſhelter in the injuſtice of the 
latter; and Don Pedro not daring to carry on 
in his own perſon that piraticalyand- illicit. trade 
which alone canenrich individuals in theiinfanc: 

of a ſettlement, ſecretly ſhared with: his brother» 
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and ſhortened. the days of 
uncomplaining victim of her brother's and huſ- 


in-law the purchaſe and the profit, while Mor- 


timer was the only oſtenſible perſon, had any 


legal enquiry ariſen. The arrogance, cruelty, 
and vanity of Mortimer, received a fatal in- 
creaſe by the accumulation of wealth, and ſet 
him above all reſtraint. Don Pedro, conſcious 
he was in his power, ventured not to queſtion, 
much Jeſs puniſh his conduct, The intervals 
between his frequent voyages deſtroyed the peace, 

58 Victoria, the 


band's rapacious league. I came with her into 


the family as her major dome, a poſt, which ren- 


dering me a witneſs of the brutality of Morti- 
mer, ſoon turned the diſguſt he generally in- 
ſpired into hatred. | I was the foſter brother of 


Victoria, and attached to her by a reverence fo 


ꝓrofound, that I inſenſibly adopted her wrongs 
as my own. Ungoverned and licentious in 


every inſtance, but more eſpecially when wo- 


men were the objects, force generally was em- 


ployed by Mortimer, where fraud failed to ſuc- | 
 ceed ; and thoſe domeſtics alone held rank in his 


family, who were readily ſubſervient to his groſs 
and vicious purſuits. My views died with my 


lady, and I ſhould: gladly have quitted him to 


return to Spain, but that he meanly retained a 
conſiderable ſum I had been provident enough to 
ſave, as well as a legacy Donna Victoria had 
bequeathed me. Every complaint, or even ſo- 
licitation for my own, was filenced with the 
moſt haughty threats of perpetual impriſonment: 
a ſentence I often ſaw inflicted for no greater 
fault. Nor could ever hope to quit the iſland, 


as the conſent of the Governor depended on that 


of Mortimer. The ſenſe of undeſerved * ; 
lion 
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ſion thus corroded my very ſoul, and prepared 
me for the incident which at laſt nerved - my arm 
agen the tyrant: 17 eo ron ore ont ©. 
- Meanwhile the baſe accomplices of his plea- 
ſures and his crimes, aſſumed a ſovereignty over 
the miſerable ſlaves, which they exerciſed: till 
invention was exhauſted in eruelty and oppreſ- 
ſion. In vain my nature ſhrunk at the fight of 
calamities | knew-not how to'remedy : unable 
to quit the iſland, or recover my money, go 
years elapſed in fruitlefs, and ſometimes deffe- 
rate projects. I ſaw the perſecuted ſlaves ripe 
for rebellion, and only waiting a favourable 
moment to raiſe and ſacrifice their train of op- 
preſſors; and though I did not propoſe to join 
the confederacy, I concealed it with a ſullen 
ſatisfaction, till the day which at once deter- 
mined my conduct. Need ſay it was that 
which brought you thither? When I ſaw you 
alike irradiated} by innocence and beauty, led 
into thoſe unhallowed walls when I ſa the 
tear of misfortune fall on your beauteous babe, 
like the ſpring's | chaſte: dews upon the early 
bloſſom, I was perſuaded your nature intuitive- 
ly ſhuddered at the monſter; and I ſwore to pre- 
ſerve you at the hazard of my life; nay even at 
the moment nope ſhould be annihilated in your 
heart. I joined at once in the conſpiracy; the 
hands were ready, the head alone had been 
wanting. By various artifices I procured arms 
for the flaves, and fixed the inſurrection on the 
the day appointed for your marriage, as that on 
which Mortimer and his favourites would be 
wholly occupied, and of courſe unguarded. The 
hand of es ae guided all our operations. 
The various villains have atoned (as far at leaſt 
N e 
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as life can atone) for their complicated iniqui- 
ties. But, alas! Madam, I did not ſufficiently 
Jook into conſequences. It is dangerous to arm 
the enraged and the ignorant. I know, too late, 
your life and mine depends on a frail tenure, and 


only ſolemnly aſſure you, while mine laſts, yours 
mall be ſafe. Theſe uninformed, deſperate 
 wretches,, with whom we are ſurrounded, are 


not the ſimple happy beings injurious tyranny 
fi found them. Inflifted cruelty has hardened 
their hearts, and the fight of untaſted luxuries 


corrupted them, Their own wants have in- 


creaſed with the knowledge of other peoples en- 
joyments, and what they greatly defire, they 
have learnt to go any lengths to attain, Why 
ſhould I conceal from you that your only proſ- 
pect of- ſafety is the hope of being overtaken, 


though that to me is inevitable ruin. The fatal 


fire, therefore, which now theſe entangling 


woods almoſt hides from us, is of all the won- 


ders of the Jate evening, the moſt viſible inter- 
Ihe nobility of ſentiment incident to the 
Spaniſh nation, eſpecially in whatever relates to 
the ſofter ſex, prevented that ſurpriſe ſo romantic 
as generoſity muſt otherwiſe have occaſioned. 
To gratify a requeſt made with the higheſt reſ- 
pect, I entered into a recital of my own hapleſs 
ſtory. ' Aimor, with jealous care, adhered to 
that ſide of my horſe not guarded by Emanuel, 
and not comprehending a word of the language 
in which I ſpoke, depended on his rival for 
tranſlating it; who no doubt, gave jt every con- 
ſtruction moſt favorable to his own views. The 
information that I was the daughter of a Queen, 
ran through the troop, and ſoftened their fero- 
2 : city: 
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city : but ſoon on that pompous. diſtinction, 
were grounded vain. hopes of ſome imaginary 
good they were all to derive from me—from me, 
who was, in fact, the moſt helpleſs and unpro- 
tected of all the miſerable wanderers. 

_ I pondered much on Emanuel's remark, that 
my ſafety could only be aſcertained from our be- 
ing overtaken; but when J conſidered the deſ- 
perate ſtate of all with me, ſhould that happen, 
hardly dared I hope it. Still we journeyed on- 
ward, through woods the ſtars of Heaven could 
ſcarcely penetrate ; and when I recollected the 
frightful wilds and mountains beyond them, in 
which myſelf and babe muſt infallibly be buried 
for life, how did my heart die within me ! But 
when to that fear was added the dread of evils 


yet more horrible, hardly could my ſenſes ſup- 


port the oppreſſion. Aimor, I was convinced, 


would not want the aid of the whole party, and 


how could I hope one generous, individual would 
be able to ae with a tide of combining foes ? 
But even if Emanuel had the addreſs to manage 
them all, would not expectations in his own fa- 
vor, bardly leſs fearful to my thoughts, ariſe in 
his heart? Through the chill windings of the 
deſert woods, I raiſed ſoul to him whoſe eye 
| pervades alike the gloom of midnight and the 
blaze of noon, and ſomething ſeemed: to aſſure 
my ſinking ſpirits, he. reſcued- me not from the 
horrors of the Receſs, thus to abandon me. 


dawn of day obliging the body to be more 


6 low, and halted to ſend forth ſcouts, and refreſh 
''' themſelves. Alas, I fighed forthe poor wretches, 
| Sers ſeduced by European crimes to a dire imi- 
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I did not err in that devout confidence. The 


$i 8 in their march, they choſe a lone hol- 
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tation of them, had wanted foreſight to procure 
themſelves the common comforts, which alone 
rendered life endurable, though overwhelmed 
with gaudy trifles they knew not how to en- 
e) 8 4 
a The temporary calm into which they ſunk, 
was fearfully interrupted. The ſcouts ſent out 
preſſed back, with immediate notice that they 
were intercepted, and ſo hemmed. in that it was 
impoſſible to proceed a mile farther. Though 
by this notice my own ſafety was aſcertained, 
my very ſoul partook the miſery of my compani- 
on. The wretched women threw their arms, 
for the laſt time, round their deſpairing huſ- 


bands, and bathed them with' tears ſo bitter, as 
might waſh out the ſtains of blood yet recent. 


'The men thus totally devoted, with a ſtern and 
unaltered brow, ſeized their arms, and reſolved. 
to ruſh upon the broken parties, gracing their 
own death, by making the loſs equal to their 
enemies. Even ſome of their wives, rendered 
furious by the occaſion, followed with ſuch _ 
ſcattered weapons as they could collect, and the 


reſt, no leſs tamed, gathered themſelves and 


hapleſs children round me, as if I could pre- 
ſerve them; purſuing their friends with a cry 
might ſhake the throne of mercy. Aimor and 
Emanuel caſt a lingering eye towards the foot of 
that tree at which I ſat, apparently the Queen of 


Sorrow. It was dreadful to make a viſible diſ- 


tinction at that moment, and perhaps embitter 
their laſt. Laying my babe upon my lap, 1 
tendered a hand to each; the boon was eagerly 

accepted. Even the ſavage became humanized, 
an impaſſioned tear fell on the hand that ſhud- 


dered-at his touch; while Emanuel, more grace- - 


fully 
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fully. obſequious, bowed to the earth, then over 
the offered hand, and removing his ardent eye 
from my face to that of his rival“ Adieu, 
moſt worſhipped of women ! cried the gallant 
Spaniard, adieu, for ever! How many evils : 
does death ſave us all from!“ 

During the horrible interval of blood and 
flavohitet; I-endeavoured to-cloſe my ears to the 
ſound of the firing, which was echoed by the 
agonizing" x roans of the wretches' around me. 
The conſtict was ſhort; and bands of Europeans 
pierced through thoſe ſhades, where a few mi- 
nutes had made ſo many helpleſs widows. Thoſe 
guilty, but unfortunate women, proftrating 
themſelves before the preſented pieces, endea- 
voured, by the moſt ſubmiſſive geſtures, ' and of- 
fers of their children, to aſſuage the wrath of 
the incenſed victors. I feebly aroſe likewiſe, and 
preſſing forward to the apparent leader, aſto- 
niſhed him with the fight of a white among the 
ſurvivors TI extraniſies: my little remaining 

ſtrength in foheiting protection for myſelf and 
child, and pity for my companions. He heard, 
without comprehending me; his very foul was 
intently fixed on the ſcattered riches this reduc- 
tion of the ſlaves put into his hands, and nei- 
ther myſelf, my daughter, or my fate, ſeemed 
an object worth regard. The whole party buſi- 
ly employed themſelves in collecting the valua- 
bles of every kind, and afterwards taking into 
conſideration the human plunder fortune once 
more reſtored to them, they drove off the female 
flaves, and their children, bending beneath the 
wei __ of miſery, fatigue, and manacles. 
merging from the depth of thoſe unwhole- 
ſome woods, through which I had wandered, I 
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lifted: my eyes devoutly towards that riſing orb, 
which ſeems no leſs to give light to the mind 
than the creation: and called on the; pleaſing 
proſpect of the future, to counteract the horri- 
ble impreſſions of the paſt. Reſtored by this 
extraordinary means once more to civilized ſo- 
ciety, my heart acknowledged the charm, the 
ſimple, the ſolitary charm of liberty, and ſpring- 


ing forward toward England, overleaped every 


intervening obſtacle. Convinced, by fatal ex- 


perienee, af once of the fragility of human 


happineſs, and the perſecutions to which na- 
ture's deareſt gifts too often expoſe us, the 


8 bright forms of love, ambition, and glory, va- 


niſhed, leaving no image for my fancy to reſt on 
but Content. I ſaw her meek eye lifted to her 
heaven - born ſiſter, Reſignation: whoſe, hallow- 
ed beams ſtreamed through her earthly, cottage, 


impearling every tear; and my ſoul ſighed after 


the ſad peace of which I found it yet capable. 
The dear, unconſcious partaker of my way- 
ward fate, with many an innocent ſmile, revived 
my ſpirits; and devoted to this only object of 
my pleaſures, I ſought in her to loſe the Caſe of 
every other care. 1 Vl 
I be curioſity I had at firſt excited among the 


whole party, extended not beyond common en- 


quiries, and as I ſpoke no Spaniſh, and French 
was but indifferently underſtood by either them 
or myſelf, I could hardly hope greatly to inter- 
eſt them in my favor. I had made them com- 


prehend I was a near relation of the murdered 


Mortimer, but that circumſtance, far from in- 


tereſting, ſeemed rather to alienate and diſguſt 


them 
* , I 
I t 
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It was night ere we reached St, Jago de la 
Naga where we found the inhabitants univer- 
ſally under arms, and eagerly expecting the re- 


turn of thoſe ſent after the rebellious fugitives. 
Confounded with thoſe perſecuted. wretches— 


unſheltered from the taunts, inſults, and exe- 
crations of an incenſed populace, I found my- 
ſelf yet the victim of angry fortune; and over- 
worn with ſuffering, dropt ſenſeleſs at the door 
of a priſon, where I underſtood my journey was 
to end. I revived on a miſerable bed, in a dark 
room, without any companions; but conſcious 
of ſafety, as well as free from guilt, I recom- 
mended myſelf to God, and ſunk into the hap- 
pieſt repoſe I had known ſince l paſled the fatal 
gates of Rouen. 

A black ſlave brought me ſome ab provi- 
ſions in the morning, nor did I know till the 
evening that it was meant to ſuſtain myſelf and 


child for the day. It proved, however, more 


than ſufficient; for my conſtitution, which had 
hitherto reſiſted every danger, had now received 
a ſhock of the moſt deſperate kind. Racked 
with intolerable pains through all. my limbs, I 
was ſenſible, too late, that my own imprudence 
had added a malady of body to all my mental 
ſufferings. | During the laſt awful conflict, when 
the offending rebels expiated with life the ra- 
vages they had committed, I, in common with 
the females they had left behind, had thrown 
myſelf. on the damp, ground, alike through 
wearineſs and terror. The unwholeſome chills 
from a ſpot. which yet the ſun never penetrated, 


ſtiffened every joint; a rheumatic fever was the 


cruel conſequence. Alone, uncomforted, un- 
. conſumed by an internal raging fire, I 
groaned, 
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groaned, I ſhrieked with intenſe torture. The 
ſtarts and ories of my little one; alone informed 
me I had done ſo; I huſhed her on a boſom I 
feared would ſcorch her, and eagerly ſwallow- 
ing whatever liquid was brought me, had hardly 
intervals of ſenſe enough to ſhare it with my 
babe, or ſufficiently to provide for her nouriſh- 
ment. The days of this exceflive miſery were 
unnumbered—infenſibly the fever ſubſided; but 
left alameneſs bappier hours, and inceſſant care, 
eould never cure * 443 
When returning reaſon allowed me to extend 
my reflections beyond the preſent evil, I recol- 
lected from the time elapſed, that my impriſon- 
ment muſt be decided and perpetual. Emanuel 
had told me the Governor was timid, mean, and 
avaricious ; forgetful of this, I had informed 
my (conductors of the family tye between myſelf 
and Mortimer ; which rendering me his natural 
heir, this unworthy Governor had doubtleſs 
annihilated. my claim to poſſeſſions he was re- 
ſolved to appropriate, by claſſing me with the 
murderers, among whom | was found: and by 
an arbitrary proceeding, (not uncommon there, 
if Emanuel might be relied on) ſentenced me 
at once, not daring to venture a judicial enquiry. 
The languor incident to ſuch inceſſant ſuffer- 
ings, both of body and mind, as I had for a 
courſe of time endured, rendered me leſs ſhocked 
and grieved at this, than many other contin- 
gencies. It ſeemed in my power to die, and 
diſappoint the malice of my oppreſſors. It was 
only to remit a little, a very little care of my- 
ſelf, and my conſtitution would finally give 
Way. Perhaps I ſhould have delivered myſelf 
wholly up to this idea, but that the firſt great 
OSS CT | tie 
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tie of nature, ſtill wound round my bleeding 
heart. My fate, ſaid I to myſelf, is fully, is 
finally accompliſhed. A ſad inheritor of m 

mothers misfortunes, methinks they are a 

only retraced in me—led like her, a guiltleſs 
_ captive through a vindictive mob, the object of 
vulgar inſult, and opprobrium—like her en- 
_ cloſed uy in a priſon, even in the bloom 
of life, a broken conſtitution is anticipating the 
infirmities of age. And ſhall the ſimilitude end 
here? No, let me like her, extract fortitude 
from each accumulating injury, and if the will 
of my Maker ſhortens the common term of life 
allotted to mortality, oh let me come into his 
preſence a ſpotleſs martyr! and thou, ſweet 
babe, permitted like the palm tree to flouriſh 
under oppreſſion, ſurely for ſome great end: haſt 


thou ſurvived the ſucceſſion of calamities which 


foreran thy exiſtence, nor dare thy mother once 
wiſh to deſert thee! ! en 2 (pete 
The days, Madam, thus ſtrangely paſt on. 
The female ſlave I have mentioned appeared 
every morning, and performing the common 
offices of life in filence, placed near me the food 
allotted, and vaniſhed till the next. Imagine 
not I went on thus, without attempting at leaſt 
to aſcertain my imputed crime, but I found the 
poor wretch was ſo totally deaf, that not one 
word reached her, nor did ſhe ſpeak any other 
language than her own, and very imperfect 
Spaniſh, to which I was a ſtranger. Neither 
could I convey to her by ſigns, ideas I could 
find no viſible object to repreſent ; the tender 
_ graces of my daughter, nevertheleſs. op 
gradually on the untaught ſoul of the Negro, 
and I had reaſon to think ſhe would even haue 
1 : connived 


gs 


connived at my eſcape, but that ſuch a meaſure. 
would only have increaſed my © misfortunes, 
while thus without a friend, a home, or a 
One only circumſtance embittered my mind 
with diſtant remembrances ; the tower in which 
I: was confined adjoined to the fort, and had 
one window commanding the ſea, the other 
looked toward the inland country. The cannon 
conſtantly proclaimed the arrival, or departure 
of every veſſel, and my eager heart irreſiſtibly 
impelled me towards the window. But it was 
not for me they came — no hope of a releaſe 
no well known face to greet me—thoſe ſhips 
that departed impreſſed me with ideas yet more 
painful and gloomy. The arms of England, 
diflant: England, often enriched every ſtreamer, 
and my ſick ſoul groaned under the conviction, 
that I muſt never hope to view the port, which 
would reſtore thoſe mariners (eomparatively 
careleſs of the advantage) to the local ties of 
country, kindred, and friendſhip; to all that 
gives charms to exiſtence.— Haunted by a plea- 
; Tres which was always in my view, without 
being ever in my reach, I could not ſubdue th 
- Killing emotions thus raiſed in my ſou. 
The growth of my child alone marked to me 
the progreſs of time. Ah ! moment how ſweet 
art thou yet to my memory, when firſt her little 
voice ſtrove at articulation ! The bleſſed name 
of mother at length broke the dear ſilence of 
my priſon, and hardly the celeſtial. ſounds of 
' thovering: Angels, had I been launching into 
eternity, could give me a ſublimer pleaſure. 1 
ſaw her walk with a tranſport ſcarce inferior. 
Engroſſed by, and devoted to this ſole object of 
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my eyes and heart, which the gracious author 
of univerſal being permitted; her to fill, I no 
longer repined at my unmeritedicaptivity. Only 
anxious leſt any one ſhould ſuſpect my poſſeſſion 
of this invaluable gem, I felt ready to hide her, 
even when the old ſlave: made her daily ap- 
- pearance. | The common raiment with which 
we were periodically ſupplied, I became inge- 
nious in fitting to her little form; and by that 
inſenſible contraction of our faculties, which 
extends through nature, although it is only ob- 
ſerved in the organs of fight, 7 drew into this 
narrow bound, thoſe fears, hopes, wiſhes, and 
employments, which in rapid ſucceſſion fill up 
our lives, and leave behind a remembrance we 
always revert to with ſatisfaction, and often 
conceive to have been happineſsſ . 
Fiearful, at ſome intervals, leſt the want of 
air or exerciſe ſhould nip my beauteous bloſſom, 
] deviſed a thouſand little plans to make her 
run within her narrow bounds; and ſtrengthen 
a conſtitution: born perhaps to trials, not inferior 
to thoſe which had blighted her mother?s youth. | 
I held ber (to: the windows morning and even- 
ing, and found the winds of Heaven blew not 
les pure through iron bars than gilded. lattices. 
Ab, ſurely my memory does not err when I ſay 
With the poet,” hit oESTaoges vo 
8 J)))J!!!!!!!!.!.ͤãðitèd8 net ES 
Prom the children of the firſt-born Cain, 
To him who did but yeſterday-ſuſpire, © | 211115 
here was not ſuch a gracious creature born; 
For nature's gifts ſhe might with lilies vie, 
And with the half blown roſe. 
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I was one day holding the dear child to the 
evening air, her little hands now graſped the 
rough bars, and now were extended through 
them, while her innocent tongue beguiled her 
Fond mother's attention, when I ſuddenly per- 
ceived a black woman, apparently of diſtinction, 
leaning under an awning, raiſed at no great 
diſtance; and while ſhe talked buſily to the 
'flaves who were fanning her, the eyes of all 
were turned intently. on my infant. I ſnatched 
her away, with an apprehenſion: the moſt lively 
I had for years felt; I even abſented myſelf 
from the window for a long time, then ven- 
turing- a cn without approaching near 
enough to be ſeen, I perceived her eyes were 
ſtill fixed upon my priſon, and the repoſe of 
that night was wholly deſtroyed by a vague 
fear the next day confirmed. At the ſame hour 
' the returned again to the ſame pavillion, and 

after watching the window in vain, (as I no 
'Jonger dared: approach it) ſhe ſhewed manifeſt 
tokens of chagrin and diſappointment. Alas, 
this Was not all. My old Negro appeared ſoon 
after, and delivering me an unintelligible meſ- 
ſage, demanded my daughter. I prayed, wept, 
intreated, groaned to the poor wretch, whoſe 
eyes alone of all her ſenſes ſeemed affected by 
my _— After a thouſand. incomprehen- 
ſible ſigns on her part, and reſolute refuſals on 
my own, ſhe ſnatched the child from thoſe weak 
arms which wanted an equal power of reſiſtance, 
and left me ſtretched on the floor from thelame- 
neſs I have mentioned. at eee Ha 
It was long ere I had courage to approach 
the window; but collecting every power of 
mind and body, I at length ventured thither. 
2381 * 1 faw E 
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1 faw the darling child ſeated on cuſhions at the 
feet of the woman, whoſe power tore her from 
me, laden with toys and overwhelmed with 
careſſes. This, however, was but a ſmall relief 
to my maternal anguiſh, while uncertain whe- 
ther I had not loſt her for ever: nor did my 
apprehenſions diminiſh, when I ſaw the at- 
tendant ſlaves bear their miſtreſs away on a co- 
vered couch, with my child in her arms. Ah 
then my priſon became a dungeon indeed ! I 
ſmote my head againſt the encloſing bars, and 
the air echoed to my groans. They were only 
relieved by the return of my old ſlave, who 
leading in my lamented cherub, once more bleſt 
my arms with the burthen. My heart ruſhed 
ſo impetuouſly towards her, that it ſeemed to 
extend through my whole throbbing frame. 
As I ſurveyed the recovered bleſſing with added 
fondneſs, I perceived the gentle black I had ſo 
injuriouſly diſtruſted, had laviſhly adorned the 
tender object of a ſurprizing attachment. Ima- 
gine a girl between three and four years old, 
light, graceful, fair, and blooming, whoſe am- 
ber locks the hand of nature had twined into a 
thouſand ſpiral rings, which fell over a looſe 
veſt of filver muſlin, girt with roſes : her little 
arms and ancles encircled with fanciful brace- 
lets, of different coloured beads, while her 
hand bore a gilt baſket, filled with fruits of the 
country. She ſeemed a being of another world, 
deſcending to bleſs this—While yet in the arms 
of her ſable conductor, ſhe appeared to me like 
new-born light, repoſing on the boſom of chaos. 
I took the little luxuries ſhe offered, and while 
indulging a ſenſe time and abſtinence had almoſt 
CET a ant anni» 
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annihilated, I weorſbigped the hand which thus 
at length relented. 

Ah, Madam, it is only ; in the early ſeaſons of 
benvy viſitation we dare to repine; when miſery 
once reaches the extreme, it has always ſalu- 
_ tary effects. Purified entirely from the vain 
wants and wiſhes, our pride and our paſſions for 
a long time repreſent, as the very eſſentials of 
our being, we then ſet a due value on the com- 
moneſt bleſſings, and oon find in every ne 
* enjoyment. 

When I pande red over the 1 2 Pg an va- 
rious advantages my daughter might derive from 
the partiality of a woman, whole authority was 
great enough to open the doors of our priſon, 
my hear became ſenſible of hopes in her favor, 
1 had long ceaſed to indulge in my own; and 
reſigning myſelf to the proſpect, I ſunk into a 
_ repoſe which might almoſt be called happy. A 
| ſhort time habituated me to periodically part- 
ing with, and receiving my daughter, always 
laden, with ſome little preſent, conducive either 
to my health or comfort. Our benefactreſs too, 
ever kindly retired to the ſpot I could com- 
mand, as if deſirous to gratify me, at the ſame 
moment with herſelf; and greatly indeed did 
ſhe fulfil her purpoſe. I ſaw, in ſpite of that 
fatality which had long hung over my unhappy 
family, an exertion of Heaven in favor of my 
Child, which, encouraged me to hope a favorable 
revolution at ſome (perhaps not diſtant) period: 
while in the tedious interval, the means of 
health and comfort were amply beſtowed on 
her, and the latter, through her wenn on i 
exhauſted mother, | 
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At ſome intervals, weeks, nay a month, would 
elapſe, without my daughter's being ſent for, 
by which concluded ſome one in Kill higher 
authority, controled the actions of her Negro 
friend: though the benefits in a great degree 
remained to us; wholeſome fruits, better pro- 
viſions, more agreeable cloathing, and a more 
watchful attendance, I ſometimes wondered 
the woman, who thus generouſly alleviated our 
ſufferings, never once enquired into their origin; 
but having learnt, by painful experience, the 
impropriety of judging without information, I 
{ti]l-flattered myſelf. with the proſpect of a re- 
leaſe: which- at the worſt I conſidered as only 
delayed, till I could. perfect my daughter in the 
woeful tale of thoſe later events, which thus 
unjaſiß cnfned s.. 
In proceſs of time, I underſtood from my 
Tweet: Mary's improved accents, that our bene- 
factreſs was named Anana; and never from that 
moment did my ſoul offer up a prayer, in which 
that name (however unhallowed) was not in- 
cluded, | „„ ipods 115 8 | | 
The total ignorance in which my daughter's 
mind yet remained, ſhocked and . grieved me. 
Being wholly without books, I knew not any 
manner of ſupplving their place, and could only 
ſubſtitute principles for modes, and inftil into 
her tender mind the religious and moral docu- 
ments, which yet exiſted in mine. I endea- 
voured to give her an idea of the nature and 
appearance of books. I every day made her 
repeat that word a hundred times; I.charged her 
to do ſo immediately, whenever ſhe viſited 
Anana. But whatever the reaſon, I ſaw her 
near eight years old apparently, without * 
F | | cen 
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25% THE RECESS, &e. 


been able to procure her the advantage, or my- 
ſelf the relief of reading 
bus innocently and happily. employed, I 
one day-ſaw\my-prifon door thrown open, and 
the interview ſo long deſired, | unexpectedly 
granted me. Anana entered in mourning. . 
incoherently blended the dictates of gratitude 
and ſorrow, The amiable Anana told me in 
broken French, ſhe came to comfort me. Charms 
ed to find it in my power to render myſelf intel- 
ligible to her, I related briefly my ſtory, which 
ber complacency: aſſured me ſhe: did not half 
underſtand. It was with the utmoſt difficulty 
I ' comptehended from her, that Don Pedro de 
Sylva, the unjuſt Governor, who had condemned 
me without examination, was at length dead; 
that ſhe had for ſome time paſt; been his favo- 
rite, and uſed the influence that title gave her 
to indulge her, fondneſs for my child, and 
lighten my captivity: that it had always been 
as much in her power to viſit my priſon as now, 
but not finding any certain crime imputed to 
FI could acquit myſelf of the 
ſuſpicion, ſhe-ſhould- become warmly intereſted 
in my favor, (perhaps to the degree of | exaſ- 
perating the benefactor ſne might then be 
obliged: to deſpiſe) ſhe wiſely forbore gratifying 
her generaus: curiolity, 10 contented herſelf 
with beſtowing ſuch marks of her attachment as 
would not interfere with the rights of the Go- 
vernor, or diminiſh her own. Finally, that 
death had ſnatched: away. the only man who. 
could reſtrain her inclinations ; and as he had 
bequeathed her a conſiderable portion of his 


wealth, ſhe had beſtowed a part of it, to obtain 


from the new Governor a remiſſion of my ſen- 
. | tence ; 


THE RECE SS, Ke. agg 


tence; and having ſucceeded, now came to 
aſſure me, I ſhould: be at liberty to return. to 
Europe; for which voyage her friendſhip would 

amply ſupply me with means, company, and 
attendance, as it was her purpoſe to quit for 
ever a country, where ſhe had loſt her only con- 
nection, and ſeek in Oy: protection, reli- 
gion, and peace, 
During this n 1 thought my ſenſes 
almoſt failed me. I made: her a thouſand times 
repeat the welcome, the ſurpriſing intelligence, 
that I was free; and the arrival of her ſlaves to 
convey me from the melancholy dungeon, I 
believed the day before, would at ſome future 
one become my grave, alone gave confirmation 
to ſo incredible an event. But when I really 
ſaw myſelf at libert whos I ſaw the varied 
Heavens above my q 6457 and the green earth 
under my feet; — the ſoft fragrance of the 
almoſt- forgotten bloſſoms indulged one ſenſe, 
and the ſweet ſounds of congratulating voices 
bleſt another, I wonder I did not expire with 
the tumult of mingled emotions this happy 
moment revived. in my heart. I raiſed my ſoul 
to him who gave thoſe ſenſes, and breathed life 
into the elements which ſuſtain them, and be- 
ſought him to moderate my ate or condenſe 
them all in.gratitude. 
Blendid once more, almoſt inen in 
the concerns of this world, I learnt with a thou- 
ſand: ſenſations no words can deſeribe, that Eli- 
zabeth had a few months before paid the debt 
of nature; and that my brother James, as well 
by her nomination, as the rights of his birth, 
and the voice of the people, had aſcended the 
. W happily" uniting * his 
way 
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ſway two kingdoms, ſo many ages hoſtile” as 
hardly to leave a hope of the event which was 
now without bloodſhed fully accompliſhed. 
T ime, grief, and misfortune, had ſo far allayed 
the irritation of my mind, that 1 bleſſed the 
ordination of providence which thus left my 
reſentment without an object. Higher, happier, 
and dearer proſpects opened before me, and 1 
looked forward with impatience to the moment, 
when I ſhould: preſent my ſmiling Mary to my 
beloved ſiſter, and in the ſociety of connections 
ſo precious, loſe the remainder of my days. 

Alas! Madam, I required ur (ot uy like 
theſe to ſuſtain me againſt the conviction that 
the intenſe heats of the climate had united with 
the want of air and exerciſe: to fix the lameneſs 
the rheumatic fever had left, and completely 
debilitate my conſtitution, which has from that 

period been ſubject to a thouſand little wearing, 
ener maladies, that inſenſibly abſorb the 
ſpirit of youths: 2 en on an 8 5 an 
„ 

1. 9 aQtuated: by a - fomdnoſs be my Sha 
ter ſcarce inferior. to my own, ſhared with me 
in every maternal care, and earneſtly beſought 
me to receive her under my protection on our 
arrival in England; where I had made her ſen- 
ſible I held a diſtinguiſhed. rank. Solemnly 
aſſuring me it was her intention to bequeath to 
my ſweet child the wealth ſhe derived from the 
Governor, alike to prove her own attachment, 
and as a compenſation for our long and unjuſt 
impriſonment. The ſtate in which the had lived 
with Don Pedro, ſupplied an objection at which 
my pride revolted, but that almoſt inſtantane- 
ouſly gave way to principle. I * to be 

Re: | above 


* 
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above ſacrificing the duties of gratitude and 
benevolence to opinion, and remembering her 
untaught mind knew no tie in wedlock but con- 
ſtancy, and perhaps in that inſtance might vie 
with myſelf, J fought, by cultivating the wild 
but ſolid virtues of her ſoul, to bury the remem- 


brance of her former error, and fortify her 


againſt any future one. Open to the pure im- 
preſſions of religion and morality, the amiable 
Anana promiſed to become an ornament to hu- 
man nature; but alas, a greater power than 1 
could over- rule ſhortened her ſpan, and at once 


determined for us all. The ſmall pox, always 
ſo dangerous in the iſlands, broke out ſuddenly, 


and ſwept off hundreds. The apprehenſions 
people of Anana's nation ever entertain of it, 
contribute, moſt probably, to render it ſo. fatal. 
She threw herſelf into ſuch agonies, that the 
eruption ſoon appeared, with the moſt mortal 


ſymptoms. Delirious alike with the dreadful. 


malady, and her extreme fondneſs for my daugh- 
ter, ſhe called for her inceſſantly; ſhe ſtrove to 
break from her attendants, and get out of bed 
in ſearch of her. She intreated me in the maſt 
moving, broken accents, once more to let her 
hear the little angel ſhe could no longer ſee; to 
luffer her to give into her little hand the caſket 
the was ſo ſoon going to bequeath her. The 
terrified mother ſhrunk in ſilence from ſuch a 
conflict. Ah, what are all the gems ſhe will 
bequeath her, cried I, to that breathing one 
herſelf? —all now left of my promiſed fortunes. 
Ihe dictates of gratitude then prevailing, I 
would cry, but can I refuſe” the laſt requeſt, 
however wild and erroneous, of her who pre- 
ſerved the being ſhe now would involuntarily 
7 endanger ! 
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endanger? Finding reaſon ineffectual towards 
conquering the dying wiſh of Anana, I ac- 
- quitted myſelf to her, by leading to the bed of 
infection and death, my little treaſure, with a 
_ reſignation I could only compare to that of 
Abraham, and like the innocent he would have 
devoted, my child was returned to me. The 
exhauſted Anana, conſidering this with juſtice 
as the higheſt effort df gratitude and eſteem, 
yielded herſelf patiently to the will of Heaven, 
which ſoon called her hence. 2 8 MTE s 

The ſincere concern this loſs occaſioned, 
gave way to one ſtill nearer: my child fickened 
with the ſame horrible diſtemper, and centered 
in anxiety every faculty of my ſoul. It ſoon, 
however, took the moſt favourable turn; and 
left me at leiſure to endeavour to ſecure the 
legacy our loſt friend | had put into my hands. 
The deceaſed Governor had converted the prin- 
cipal part of the property he realized into dia- 
monds ; a common practice in countries where 
juſtice: is partially adminiſtered ; nor did the 
new Governor know either their number or 
value: Anana having followed the directions 
of her benefactor in hiding a part, and bribing 
his ſucceſſor to acquieſcence by ſharing the 
remainder. | I had now gained worldly wiſdom 
enough to adopt the ſame plan; and e e 
filled every duty, I joyfully embarked for Eng- 
land, accompanied bo ein ſlaves, who pre- 
ferred attending on me to the precarious bleſſing 
of liberty under arbitrary power. E 
Ah, Madam, how different was this voyage 
from that already commemorated from the 
fallen tree I then continually watered with my 
tears, a tender, a lovely. ſcion had ſprung up; 
„ it 
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it flouriſhed. in the ſhade ; it bloſſomed in ſun- 

ine; with — with gentle hopes, I bore it 
to its native ſoil. No barbarous hand was now 
lying in wait to deſtroy it; no peſtilential wind 
blew from thoſe cliffs which ſhot their white 
arms into the ocean, and hoſpitably invited us 
to the boſom of peace. Ah, no! a dear, though 
ſmall» circle of ſympathizing friends would re- 

ceive the forlorn, the widowed wanderer, as one 
ariſen from the dead; would grace my woeful 
tale with many a lamenting tear. © 
My ſiſter too, my darling Ellinor—how per- 
fect, how pure, cried my ſwelling heart, will 

be our re- union I- how will ſhe fondly fold to 
her generous boſom this dear child of the ocean 
—this ſoothing, unconſcious fellow-ſufferer— 
this early partner in het Matilda's wayward 
fortune! Pauſe, Madam, over this fair proſ- 


pect, and an. me reſt a while wy wry fingers 
and (Pires. Ane 
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I STRUGGLED with the ſad remembrances 


indelibly impreſſed on my heart, when my eyes 


again beheld the ſhore of England; and folding 


to my boſom the dear offspring of love and mis- 
fortune, I ſhut up every ſenſe in her. Already 
alive to the anxious hopes. and wiſhes that ſo 
early tincture a 2 with which alone they 
expire, ſhe fondly flattered herſelf with the 
expectation of an unknown good, and impa- 
tiently wiſhed for the termination of our voyage. 
I ro fr at Greenwich, becauſe the — oye 
| 87 cou 
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I could ſooneſt-learn intelligence of: the: Syd ney 
family, as the people who kept the chief inn, I 
remembered, had been ſervants to Lord Leiceſ- 
ter: alas, I had ee the long term of my 
abſence, and the probability that they might 
either be dead or removed. Greenwich, which 
I had ſeen: the ſeat of gaiety, empire, and mag- 
nificenee, now appeared a dreary ſolitude. The 
tide in filence laved the walls of a deſerted pa- 
lace, which verging to decay like its paſt poſ- 
ſeſſors, ſeemed. but a gaudy mauſoleum... I 
pauſed over theſe: fragile memorials of human 
grandeur, as the boat bore me towards: the 
ore; and half ſurmiſed the ſtrangeneſs, that 
might await me there. I was preſently ſur- 
rounded by a ſet of unknown faces; and after 
much tedious enquiry, ſearnt that my tender 
friend, Lady Arundell, ſtill inhabited her houſe 
near Chelſea, whither I diſpatched. a meſſenger 
with a billet. It demanded “ a welcome for a 
poor widowed wanderer, and a babe, for whoſe. 
exiſtence that dear woman was perhaps reſpon-: 
ſible, as it was wholly owing to her indulgence. 
added, I would not venture one enquiry till 1 
gained fortitude from her prefence, but doubted 
not I ſhould have as much to learn as to unfold, 
If, as my flattering forebodings informed me, 
my darling ſiſter yet ſurvived, I was ee 
by whatever name ſhe was now: diſtinguiſhed, ſhe 
would once more anſwer to that with. tranſport ; 
and fold to her glowing boſom a weary heart; 
which had long ſought in; vain arreſting place; 
but I ſubmitted the diſcovery, and meeting, 
ſolely to the care and prudence of our mutual 
fta, 145 35 > ET} D'S e 
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I waited not long in ſuſpence, for my meſ- 
ſenger haſtened back with a billet, incoherent as 
ſurprize and +” heaps make it. Fly, ſaid 
the generous Lady Arundel], to my arms, to my 
heart, to my home they will ever be open to 
you and yours—T ſuſpend all explanations till I 
fee you. — Ah Matilda, dear to my eyes will be 
that lovely face, however changed by misfor- 
t 1:4 s 5. {7 49261 ee 3 
Grateful as this invitation proved, my foul 
was ſenſible of a damp and diſappointment, 
from the obſcurity caſt over the interval of my 
abſence, and her leaving unanſwered my enquiry 
for my ſiſter. I haſtened nevertheleſs to obey 
the requeſt. The ſad meditations which would 
have engroſſed my faculties in paſſing through 
London, were continually interrupted by the 
tranſports of my little Mary; the varying ftreets 
filled with gay ſhops, and thronged with fine- 
dreſſed people, were a novelty to her of the moſt 
charming and intereſting nature. Ere I could 
half. anſwer her enquiry into each new wonder, 
it was loſt in the next, and that chaſtened plea- 
ſure a mother extracts from blending the ſigh of 
knowledge with-the ſmile of innocence, claimed 
its turn in my agitated boſom, ſuſpending more 
werful emotions: but when my eyes reſted on 
the gates of Lady Arundell's houſe, thoſe gates 
from whence I laſt took my flight ſo dearly ac- 
companied, a pang ſs pungent wrung my heart, 
that my feeble ſenſe ſunk under it, and I ſwoon- 
ed away. I revived; and it ſeemed rather by 
the ories and tears of my little one, than the re- 
medies of the ſervants who ſurrounded me. My 
ſweet Mary had climbed up the couch on which 
they laid me, and claſping her arms round my 
men 
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neck, laid her mantling cheek: to my pale one, 
and ſhed deluges of tears. I comforted her, and 
feeling my hand preſſed by fome body who fat 
almoſt behind me, turned, and fixing my eyes 
on the ſtreaming ones of Lady Arundell, I 
threw myſelf ſilently into her arms, and felt my 
very ſoul diſſolve upon her boſom. Both were 
half ſuffocated with feelings too high wrought, 
and the preſence of my daughter proved a for- 
tunate relief; for drawing me fondly down to 
her, why do you cry, mama? ſaid the dear 
one, and why does this lady cry? I thought we 
came home to be happy.” * And happy we 
will be, my darling, cried Lady Arundell, 
preſſing her to à boſom melting in her favor, 
who can be otherwiſe bleſt with ſuch a cherub? 
Can you complain, Matilda, when Heaven has 
left you her?“ —““ No, my admirable: friend, 
ſighed J, I do not complain;—my reaſon re- 
proves thoſe tears my wounded heart will not 
ceaſe periodically to pour forth; this houſe, 
this room, even your tenderneſs awakens a train 
of killing remembrances, I have in vain endea- 
voured to arm myſelf againſt. Here, here, even 
here has my ſoul expanded towards her father, 
with a pleaſure of which herſelf, and. this weed, 
are the only memorials.” 

The entrance of ſervants with refreſignneſis; | 
ſuſpended a little the agitation of both; and 
Lady Arundell obſtinately refuſed every kind of 
information concerning my ſiſter or friends till 
the next day, inſiſting 1 ſhould devote the re- 
mainder of the evening to a minute recital of 
my own ftory. The aſtoniſhment its incidents 
every moment excited in Lady Arundell, feemed 
to make'i it more wonderful even to myſelf. Hav- 


ing 
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ing the happy aſſurance from her that my ſiſter 
ſtill lived, 1 gave way to the ſweet hope of ſee- 
ing her, and filled up with her idea a chamber 
which now appeared more ſolitary than ever. 
My impagience concerning my Ellinor could 
no longer be reſtrained, and when we met in the 
morning, I importunately demanded her ſtory. 
The viſible reluctance with which Lady Arun- 
dell granted my requeſt, confirmed my fears of 
ſome. dreadful cataſtrophe, and had I not been 
aſſured my ſiſter yet lived, I ſhould have con- 
cluded her loſs the fatal event our friend feared 
to acknowledge: but ſatisfied in this inſtance, 
and having no. tie which could comparatively 
intereſt me, I fortified my mind againſt the im- 
preflion of inferior ſorrows, by the deep ſenſe 
of thoſe I had already ſurvived. 
Whatever courage I had collected, I needed 
it all, when with that fearful pomp of prepara- 
tion with which friendſhip ever binds up the 
wounds of fate, Lady Arundel] produced a 
number of papers, moſt of which appeared to be 
written by my ſiſter. I kiſſed the dear traces of 
a hand ſo beloved. Alas, thoſe ſheets are yet 
by me, and I need only copy them, 


. OH, you! much loved, but little truſted, 
dear ſiſter of my heart, whom it fondly purſues 
through unknown climes, where yet perhaps 
you wander, the victim of a fatal attachment; 

receive in theſe papers, if they ever meet your 

eyes, the laſt teſtimony of an affection, Which 
as it was the firſt my ſoul became ſenſible to, fo 
ſurely will it be the laſt. Oh! thou allied to 
8 $58 | me 
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born alike to be unknown, except to each other) 
lo, Ilay my heart unyeiled before you, its paf- 
ſions, its pride, its prejudices, condemn them 
not my ſiſter, however they may contradict your 
on. - Eſtimate duly the ſilence I have fo long 
preſerved ; the ſacrifices I have made, ſacrifices 
ſo much the more meritorious, as my ſoul ever 
revolted againſt the mean impoſer, and ſubmit- 
ted but to you. I knew the delicacy of your 
mind, and would not add to the weight which 
hung upon its nobler faculties, by a confidence . 
that might wrong at the fame moment your duty. 
Ah! no, I remembered Williams, and was 
from that moment prudent, if not happy - yet 
as 1 know too well the horrors of myſtery, in- 
certitude, and ſilence, (for 1 3 
es in vainly gueſſing at your. fate?) let me 
ro 5 rhe life-of I; . by preſerving 
this ſad. memorial. Perhaps this aſtoniſhing 
ſeparation will prove eternal. If then my heart 
no more hall feel the throb of affection it has 
always given when yours preſſed againſt it, (and 
ſomething ſeems to tell me that pleafure ſhall 
never more be mine) receive in this recital a laſt 
proof of my tendernefs, and ah, my dear, ill- 
fated ſiſter, may it mitigate the keenneſs of your 
affliction, to learn you have not been the greateſt 
In one part of this ſtory I muſt ever have been 
obſcure and inſincere, but that Heaven has 
ſnatched away the worſhipped object, of whoſe 
character we judged in ſo different a manner. 
Oh, pardon me all-gracious Heaven, if my opi- 
nion has been erroneous!— Pauſe here, Ma- 
tilda, if your riſing ſoul has taken the To 
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and weigh well the love you bear me; for I ſhall 
need it all, unleſs I falſify the fad. 
On the memorable day, when Heaven decid- 
ed the deſtiny of the one ſiſter, and perplexed 
that of the other, by preſenting to the eyes of 
both the favorite of Elizabeth, how diametri- 
cally oppoſite were the impreſſions each took of 
his character! Aſtoniſhing that two agreeing in 
every inſtance till that moment, ſhould for the 
firſt time differ in ſo decided a manner? more 


aſtoniſhing, that every following day only con- 


firmed the ſeparate judgments. The daling 
alike of art and of nature, the eye, or mind, 
could demand no more than was comprized in 


the perſon of Lord Leiceſter but here, in my 
opinion, the charm ended. His heart, not 


warm by nature, had been rendered in a great 
degree callous, from having always paſſed his 


; 2 in the chilling atmoſphere of à Court. 


nbounded in his projects, timid and ſubtile in 
his actions, tyrannick in his purſuits, the object 
he could not govern could never long attach 
him. Ambition, pride, and vanity, thoſe lead- 
ing traits in almoſt every character, were in his 
ſo exquiſitely blended, and corrected by the froſt 
of his nature, that they might often be miſtaken 
for nobler paſſions. You were preſented to his 
eyes in early youth, a finiſhed pattern of beauty, 
endued with royalty; in the firſt tender bloom 
of a newly awakened love. Uniting thus in 

our own perſon the ſtrongeſt powers of charm- 
ing, with ſuch as were peculiarly congenial to 
the heart you wiſhed to win, it laid itſelf at your 
feet. Oh woful moment when it did ſo, as it 


entailed upon you all the miſeries of a mutual 


paſſion, without half its enjoyments ! Alas, 
=; | Matilda, 
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Matilda, -had you really been adored—yet what 
could that have done, more than to ſeverely 


aggravate all you was born to ſuffer?” and as the 


apparent paſſion of Lord Leiceſter had to you the 
charms of reality, I am to blame perhaps thus 
to repreſent it: but the ſeaſon of diflimulation 
is paſt, and my tortured heart will utter nothing 


but truth. So fixed was my opinion of his 


character, that though there was a moment of 


my life, when my fate ſeemed wholly in Lord 


Leiceſter's hands, I could not then enough eſ- 
teem him to venture his deciſion. Vet ſtill a 
tender pity for your unmerited and everlaſting 
paſſion ſhould have ſuppreſſed this (in your 
mind) harſh judgment, but that, I once more 
repeat, my own actions muſt ever then have 
appeared eccentric and enigmatical. | 


_ How deeply both father Anthony and I regret- 


ted the imprudence which introduced into our 
ſolitary aſylum ſo dangerous a viſitor, it were 
needleſs now to repeat. Prudence was for once 


on the fide of paſſion, and your fate was by the 
will of your only remaining guardian, for ever 
united with that of your lover. I ſoon found it 
vain to oppoſe the aſcendancy he had gained in 
your affections; and as my own were yet un- 


occupied, I looked no farther than the preſent 


moment; and followed you to Kenilworth Caſ- 
tle, without repining. Nevertheleſs I admired 
the deluſions of love, which in a moment re- 


conciled you to a fituation apparently ſo obſcure 


and abject; and ſtill more that total blindneſs 
to your own exquiſite perfection, which could 
make you fancy that low ſtate would ever appear 


to obſerving ſpectators your natural one. What 


then muſt be my aſtoniſhment to ſee Lord Lei- 
* EL oe © ceſter's 
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ceſter's love impoſe ſuch humiliations, on an ob- 
ject nature and fortune had placed ſo far above 

im, and meanly content himſelf with mono- 
polince indulgences. 

Scarce were we alone, when the co 
of that wretch Williams filled both of us with 
8 which required an immediate remedy. 

faculty of my ſoul revolted againſt the 
adje t compliances your entreaties exacted from 
me; but even thoſe only ſerved to ſtrengthen the 


contempt which began to predominate in it. 


Lord Leiceſter's return gave us a temporary 
relief, but his method of getting rid of the vil- 
lain, appeared to me alike unſafe and mean, and 


the only proper mode of ending our fears never 
once ſeemed to occur to him. I mean, acknow- 


ledging his marriage; which perhaps might at 


that period have been done without any great 


danger of offending Elizabeth; whoſe wither- 


ing heart was becoming every day leſs ſenſible 


of affection, and whoſe vanity was fo highly gra- 


tified and poſſeſſed by the viſit of the Duke of 
Anjou. But it was the zntereft of my Lord to 
break the match with the French Prince, and 
to that golden idol is every paſſion bowed. We 
were again left to work tapeſtry, and when he 
had ſucceeded in his favourite project, he left 


the Queen in turn, to bewail alone the loſs of 


her laſt lover, and came once more to amuſe 
himſelf at Kenilworth. 


But he was not always to . ; the jea- 
loufy of Elizabeth had now juſt provocation, 


and in her ſudden arrival at Kenilworth Caſtle, 


ſhe at laſt over-reached her politick favorite. In 


vain he would have concealed us—in. vain he 
* have 1 us as the vaſſals of his 


amuſe- 
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amuſement: the ſerutinizing eye of the Queen, 
the univerſal voice of her more impartial train, 
pronounced this impoſſible. Reduced to frame 
a new ſtory, tortured with the conviction that it 
had not gained credit, he was obliged to aggra- 
vate every diſagreeable cireumſtance of our pre- 
fent ſituation, by delivering us 1 into 
the hands of Elizabeth. Alas, my ſiſter, I ſaw, 
I underſtood, all this coſt you on my account. 
while not one figh on your on eſcaped you. 1 
ſtifled the painful and proud fenfations * 
ſwelled at my heart, and ventured into the world 
under the doubtful and myfterious patronage of 
the Queen; who better acquainted/ with the 
fineſſes of her favorite than thoſe now nearly al- 
lied to him, never for one moment was the dupe 
of his fiction, though unable to diſprove it. - 
Ah, how viſionary ſeems on recollection our 
new ſituation! ſeen without being known; 
adored, without being eſteemed; puniſhed, 
without being guilty ; applauded, without being 
meritorious,” we were all an alluſion. Vet fur- 
pere with ſpies, and acting for ever under an 
ye difpofed to condemn, ere it could half diſ- 
. how difficult was it for us to avoid ſuſpi - 
_ cion and cenſure! One fole advantage had either 
gained by converging into the ſphere of a court; 
a faithful friend: though even that bleſſing was 
curtailed by the eternal policy of my Lord, who 
would not permit us to confide even to bis own 
amiable nieces, the Ladies Arundel} and _— 
broke, any part of a ſeeret which might affect, 
| however: remotely, his on ſafety. Bounded as 
vur converſations muſt of cent dense be, the 
charm of attachment nevertheleſs ſeized upon 
vor "fouls. Mine allied itfelf to Lady Pembroke, 


while 


1 J 
, 
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While yours equally.iaclined to her no leſs ami- 
able iter, and each took. pleaſure in paſſing that 
portion of her time with the diſtinct favorite we 
did not ſpend together. Ah, here Matilda, I 
approach the appointed moment, when the paths 
of life, in which we have hitherto trod hand in 
hand, begin to ſeparate; and every ſucceeding 
ſtep bears us farther from each other, till dark- 
neſs and diſtance rob the ſtraining eye of its firſt 
dear object. — In vain each now turns back, and 
ſeeks the accuſtomed path, a thouſand various 
ones perplex the wearied mind; and while the 
impetuous paſſions drag us irreſiſtibly onward, 
we give to the ſweet memory of early youth a 
thouſand. fond and; hopeleſs ſighs, then follow 
with trembling. feet thoſe ungoyei nable lead- 
. ᷣ . -m, inn 
Lord Pembroke's partiality had long diſtin- 
guiſhed a noble youth the policy of Lord Lei- 
ceſter ſtill kept Sn I had ſeen many of his 
letters, through the medium of Lady Pembroke ; 
and my heart had learnt to flutter at the name of 
Eſſex, ere yet I bebeld him. Alas, even while 
I repeat it, I own. the ſame ſenſation I— Oh, 
love! exquiſite deluſion]! captivating. error 
from the moment the lips find pleaſure in that 
word, till they loſe the power of pronouncing 
it, the charm, the inconceivable charm remains. 
Whether cheriſhed by the ſunbeams of hope, 
or chilled by the dews of diſappointment— 
Whether the choſen object is faithful, or un- 
faithful —glowing with animation before our 
eyes, or ſeared up in the dark and ſilent grave; 
the paſſion, the powerful paſſion aſſerts its eter- 
nal influence, and decides the character where it 
once has reigned. While I dwell on the nig 
x. = | whic 
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which called to being this finer and more poig- 
nant ſenſe, ſenſibility, memory retraces its dear 
emotions with a ſoftneſs time itſelf can never 
ei bf ·˙ ůͥᷣ ͤ ! 
Tinctured with the partiality of Lord Eſſex's 
friends; already acquainted with his ſentiments 
on heroiſm, glory, and every attachment, ex- 
cept that of the heart; I fondly flattered myſelf 
the day would come, when he would receive 
from me that laſt and livelieſt paſſion which 
forms and finiſhes the human ſoul. I inter- 
wove myſelf inſenſibly in all his concerns; I 
deeply lamented the tie of relationſhip, which 
ſubjected. his actions to the will of Lord Lei- 
ceſter; and employed ſome of the little time I 
ſpent. with my Lord, in endeavouring to bias 
his mind in favor of the abſent hero. Cold and 
ſilent on the ſubject of Eſſex's merits, Lord 
Leiceſter often bantered me on being ſo ſenſible 
of them, and ſeldom failed to remind me of the 
family compact, which had bound Lord Eſſex 
to wed Sir Francis Walſingham's only daugh- 
ter: to fulfil Which, he purpoſed ſoon to recal 
bim; and: adviſed: me rather to turn my eyes on 
Sir Walter Raleigh, whoſe talents he pronoun- 
ced infinitely ſuperior, and whoſe homage wass 
wholly paid to me. As this was a lover he 
knew 1 deteſted, the converſation: generally 
ended when he was named, but a ſucceſſion 7 
. ſuch diſcourſes confirmed me in the opinion of 
Lord Leiceſter's ſelfiſhneſs, and prepared me, 
perhaps, to deeide in oppoſition to it. 
_ - Effex. was at length ſummoned. to England. 
He arrived. An idle, unaccountable apprehen- 
ſion at once overcame my reaſon, I was per- 
ſuaded I could not ſee him with indifference. , 
5 . feare 


— —— 


_ cle decreaſed. 


2392 THE RECESS, e. 
feared-the'keen eye of Elizabeth, and the colder 


and more watchful one of Lord Leiceſter. I 


quitted the Court the day he was to be preſented, 
and paſt it with Lady Pembroke. By a ſingular 
chance Miſs Walfingham had choſen to do the 
ſame. The r eee inſenſibly as the cir- 

ed. Eſſex was the theme of every 
tongue, and while Mifs Walſingham's tri- 
umphant eyes acknowledged the implied compli- 
ments, my yielding heart received them. He 
is here,” cried Lady Pembroke, in the after- 


noon, looking out of the window, and kiffing 


her hand. I felt ready once more to run away, 


but that decorum reſtrained me. Lady Pem- 


broke indulged: one of the gay whims which ſo 
often were a fource of pleaſure at once to herſelf 
and her friends, and inſiſted he ſhould only be 
told his bride was amongſt the unmarried ladies, 
From whom his heart muſt ſelect her. It was an 


4ll-Judged 1 Miſs Walfingham. had been 


zcontracted to Lord Eſſex in childhood, rather to 
rutify a xeconeiliation between the families, than 
'withoany- idea of future affection- Tune rigid 
principles of Lady Walfingham had hitherto 


kept her daughter in total ſecluſton, and the 


death of her mother bad now given the young | 
lady unbounded liberty, Her paſſions; naturally 
violent, had always ſpurned reſtraint; but com- 


pelled for a time to ſubmit to it, they marked 
hoer character even in early youth with haughti- 
neſs. The beauty ſhe eminently poſſeſſed, ſoon 


drew around her a eroud of lovers, which ele- 


vating her vanity, added coquetry to pride, and 
united in her perſon the ſtrange extremes of four 


In 
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in her heart, but as he had from the firſt devoted 
himſelf to another, ſhe affected to deſpiſe him, 


and wait the return of her allotted huſband, with - 


a reſolution to accept of him. 1. 
Miſs Walſingham ſeconded the propoſal of 
Lady Pembroke, which rather perplexed the reſt 
of the company; and after much pleaſantry on 
the ſubject of r ſent 
for her Lord and the 
that invincible ſtranger - born to decide my deſ- 
tiny his youth had accuſtomed me to expect to 


find ſomething unformed and unfiniſhed in his 


perſon and manners—how then was I ſurpriſed 
to ſee the height and majeſty of Lord Leiceſter 
united with features no leſs perfect; while 

every grace of figure, feature, and complexion, 
were lighted up by brilliant youth, an air at 
once elegant and ingenious, and an expreſſion 
of ſenfibility like that he could not fail to awas» 
ken! No, I have not half deſeribed the dear, 


the deep impreſſion -I would in vain deſcribe it 


—he looked, and I then firſt ſeemed to ſee he 
ſpoke, and I then firit ſeemed to hear. -Fearful 


leſt any marked diforder ſhould: betray me, I 


fixed my eyes upon the ground, but they had 
already borne the image into my heart: I [Ati 


ſaw it within, and my charmed ſenſe [retained 


the found of that voice, [regardleſs of all others. 
Smiling expreſſively at Lady Pembroke's autho- 


ritative order, he kiſſed the hand ſhe had given 


him, and dropping it, knelt gracefully. to me. 


Gracious Heaven, how exccthve was my confu- 


ſion at this r e, yet how exquiſite 
22 ſilent pleaſure! Ihe Over-powering mirth 
of t 


he whole party diſpleaſed him kindly deign- 
ing to impute my diſtreſs ſolely to that cauſe, 


he 


7 


ger.— Ab, | Heavens, 
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he ſolicited my pardon for having united me in 
the very excellent jeſt the ladies were obliging 
enough to- make at his expence. Adding in a 
lower voice, that wherever parental authority 
had deſtined him to bow, he ſhould always re- 


member with pride and pleaſure the diſtinguiſhed 


choice his heart had ventured to make. Then 
advancing to Miſs Walſingham, whoſe readi- _ 
neſs ſaved him a ſecond miſtake, he made her 
ſome cold compliment, which awakened every 
fiery particle of her nature, and paſſed on to pay 
the ſame reſpect to the reſt of the ladies: while 
his eyes ever and anon reſted on me with that 
paſſionate ingenuouſneſs which through life has 
been his characteriſtic. 1 1 
I left him behind and returned to Court; 
plowing with the ſame ardent paſſion I had once 

ared to condemn in you, and flattering myſelf 
he was already ſtudying how to break an engage- 
ment not ratified by his heart. How ſweet were 
the hours, rich with that hope | ready every 
moment to acknowledge the truth, and to in- 
dulge my paſſion by repoſing it in your faithful 
boſom, I found you overwhelmed with tears, 
apprehenſion, and anguiſh ; for it was at this 
very period the cruel and extravagant jealouſy 
of Lord Leiceſter became apparent. Wanting 
courage to mention an incident remote from the 
cauſe of your ſorrow, I buried the dear impreſ- 
ſion in my heart, and devoted myſelf to ſoothing 
a mind ſo deeply wounded. By a ſtrange tran- 
ſition in my own ſentiments, I had learnt fairly 
to judge of yours, and the increaſing fimilarity 
inter wove our ſouls: every day more and more 
ſtrongly, though not one word eſcaped me. 
Dreams of pride and grandeur, which had ſome- 

f | times 
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times embittered a ſpirit I will venture to call 
noble, vaniſhed at once before a ſtronger paſſion; 


which ſtrangely filled up that void in my mind 
nothing yet had ever been able to fill. I no 
longer complained of the Queen — I no longer 
thought the Court a priſon - conforming from 
that moment quietly. to my fate, I centered 
every wiſh in one fole object.. 
l even employed myſelf diligently in developing 
Lord Leiceſter's ſentiments; and conciliating a 
difference both of you ſuffered alike by, though 
neither would alloy it. Lord Eſſex, dufin 
theſe converſations, was ever near us ——wit 
watchful eye endeavouring to dive into the na- 
ture of our connection, and the myſtery of our 
birth; ſo induſtriouſly buried by Leiceſter and 
Elizabeth. The diſguſt your Lord already 
ſhewed towards Eſſex, became on theſe occaſi- 


ons more marked, and as its cauſe, I ſought by 


every little diſtinction to reward that dear lover's 
patience: a diſlike ſo unjuſt, heightened, how- 
ever, that I already felt towards Lord Leiceſter, 
though at the ſame moment it ſupplied a. ſtill 
more urgent reaſon for concealing it, than thoſe 
which had hitherto influenced me. 
The ſufferings of your mind ſunk into mine; 


and profiting = the ſad example of a paſſion im- 
8 


prudently indulged, I called myſelf to account 
for cheriſhing ſo dangerous a weakneſs, and re- 
ſolved by a courageous effort to govern, if T 
could not ne it. But, ah, how vain is 
that attempt, when once we are truly touched ! 
Love, my ſiſter, like the enwrithed ſerpent, 
only compreſſes the heart more cloſely, for every 
effort we make to ſhake it off. In vain I turned 
my contemplations towards the obſcurity 8 
| | | a 
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had hitherto attended our lives, the dark and 
myſterious. cloud which yet hung over them; 

love. drew a vivid rainbow acroſs it, and every 
tear due to mis fortune fell tinctured with Eſſex. 
Ah, wherefore ſhould calamity heighten that 
paſſion ? without being able to define the cauſe, 
1 acknowledge the effect? The heart for ever 
active, perhaps then ferments moſt powerfully, 
and where love has once found room, every agi- 
tation co- operates to its increaſe, however diſ- 
tinct its origin. 1 W % Gn ne nel 
+ Yet if the weakneſs of woman could be juſti- 
ned by the merit of the object, the more I ex- 
amined Eſſex, the more reaſon Ihad to be ſatis- 
fied. That noble candor, which reſiſted through 
life the courtly artifice, he neither knew to pro- 
fit by or adopt, was at this period eminently 
conſpicuous: while his warm heart, and poliſh- 
ed underſtanding, made him no leſs the friend 
than the patron of genius. Every indifferent 
ſpectator admired to fee even his youth rich with 
every promiſe fulfilled in the riper years of Syd- 
ney, and thought Sir Francis Walfkngham the 
happieſt of men, in being able to match his 
daughter with either of theſe diſtinguiſhed 
minds. The generous Eſſex ſeorned to deceive 


her he did not refuſe to marry, and paying his 


deceaſed father's will the deep reſpect of appear- 
ing ready to comply with it, waited the opera- 
tions of fortune in his favor, and adored me in 
ſilence. YEH SE mo es Th 
At this juncture the camp claimed Lord Lei- 
eeſter, and the nobility accompanied him. I 
ſhared the mortal chagrin with which you ſaw 
him. depart in ſilence, and followed you ſo truly 
through all your feelings, that I ſought 1 5 
Bi e | | - Juade - 
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ſuade myſelf Eſſex might only want the power 


to treat me in the ſame manner. This painful 
idea operated ſo ſtrongly, as to make me aſſume 


a coldneſs at parting, to which Eſſex was wholly _ 


unaccuſtomed, and which, to own the truth, 


did not ceaſe regretting the whole time of his 


abſence. 1 $7 18 
The diſperſion and defeat of the Armada 
reſtored gaiety and eclat to the Court. The 


fulleſt reconciliation took place between you 


and Lord Leiceſter. My. heart opened once 
more to hope, to happineſs, to Eſſex; who now 
took courage to unfold his ſentiments to Lady 
Pembroke. She inſtantly adopted his cauſe, 
and promiſed to find him an opportunity to 
plead it. Nor was it long ere ſhe drew me to 
her houſe, and telling me, with one of thoſe 
happy ſmiles which diſpoſed us to grant what- 
ever ſhe wiſhed, that from the firſt moment 
_ ſhe ſaw me, it had been one of the darling ob- 
jects of her life to unite me with Lord Ear 
who alone appeared to her likely to deſerve the 
heart ſhe had ſo thoroughly ſtudied, ſhe had 
engaged her Lord to join with her in concerting 
that mode of introduction which appeared to me 
ſo wild a whim. It had fully anfwered ber 


hopes in faſcinating one of the parties, and, the 


added, ſhe half believed it was not loft upon the 
other.” Fixing her eyes for a moment on my 
glowing cheeks, ſhe gaily ſtarted up to throw 
open her cloſet door, *in ſhort, my dear, cried 
ſhe, here is my Lord himfelf ; allow him to 
plead his own cauſe, and when I think I can 
ſpeak more to the purpoſe, depend on my inter- 
rupting him :” plucking her robe from my 
trembling fingers ſhe ran out of the room. 
- Wy | Diſtreſſed - 
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Diſtreſſed, irreſolute, and overcome with the 
arrival of a moment ſo long wiſhed for, I made 
an effort to follow her, but uſing the ſame means 
to detain me, I had unſucceſsfully tried with 
my friend, Lord Eſſex graſped my robe more 
firmly. I turned, and not daring to fix my eyes 
on the graceful form, the fine face on which 
they fell, I dropt them, and yielded in filence 
to hear him. How deep, ah Heaven, how ex- 
quiſite, is the remembrance of that moment, 
when the name of love firſt reached my ear, 
from the only voice which could render it agree- 
able “ I will not imagine, moſt worſhipped 
of women, ſaid the Earl, I offer you any new 
homage in thus bending before you. The mo- 
ment my eyes firſt beheld you, my too-ready 
knees offered up to you a heart, new to the 
paſſion that moment made eternal. The higheſt 
ſenſe of duty to a father, whoſe will in all other 
inſtances was governed by reaſon, hallowed 
even the generous error which induted him to 
contract me to Miſs Walſingham, Deſtined to 
reſign in the flower of his days, every advantage 
which makes this world dear to man, he ſtudi- 
ouſly ſought to ſecure them all for a ſon, who 
watered: his pale cheek with the tears of guile- 
Jeſs childhood; and to ſecure me friends at 
Court, who might ſupply in ſome degree his 
own place, allied me nominally to the politic 
Walſingham; whoſe intereſt alone could coun- 
ter-balance that of our inveterate enemies, the 
Cecil family, The event juſtified his opinion. 
A combination of circumſtances would have 
buried me in obſcurity, had I not had the ſup- 
port and atachment of Sir Francis. Thus cir- 
cumſtanced, it would ill become me to reject 


the 


* 


THE REC ESS, &c. 


character, and fearing to truſt my happineſs in 
the hands of a girl whoſe violent temper de- 
ſtroyed her own, I yielded to the pleaſure of 


Lord Leiceſter in remaining abroad: not with- 


out a hope (which time confirmed) that ſhe 
would in the interim give her heart to ſome 
more aſſiduous lover. I had: reaſon to believe 
this wiſh was accompliſhed ere I ventured to 


return home. Her partiality for Sir Philip 


Sydney is indeed too apparent for me to think 


of uniting with her, were the friends of both. . 


willing to complete the match; but as I cannot 
help f 
Philip will regulate that of the Walſingham 
family, fain would I learn from your indul- 
gence (if indeed you deign to intereſt yourſelf 
in the fate of a man, born but to adore you) 
whether Sydney has any thing to hope from 
your ſiſter. Accept in this explanation, my 
excuſe for preſuming to hover near your ſecret; 
and do not imagine by uniting myſelf in it, I 
ſeek to intrude on engagements I ſhall readily 
yield to, whether I am permitted to underſtand: 
them erh., , it ann moon DD al aan 
Charmed alike with the accents:of that har-' 
monious voice, and the paſſion it generouſly. 


avowed—prepared by the openneſs: of his recital 


to indulge my natural candor, I delivered my- 
ſelf wholly up to the impulſe of my heart; and 


the implied acknowledgment of my affection, 


made when I condeſcended to explain your ſen- 
timents reſpecting Sir Philip, lighted up his fine 
eyes with new ſoftneſs and ere Inſen- 
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the daughter of the man to whom I owe my. 
ſafety and diſtinction; but early learning her 


attering myſelf the determination of Sir 
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lected at once the error I was committing; and 
not daring to violate the ſilence I had promiſed, 
J broke off abruptly, covered with bluſhes and 
confulion——a long pauſe enſued—I raifed my 
eyes, anxious and irreſolute, to his—chagrin 
had dimmed: all their luſtre—he:ſaw the conflict 
in my mind, and recolleQing- the ſuperiority of 
his own character, he conjured me to conſider 
well all I would ſay, and to believe that confi- 
dence would "Eb bs a weight upon his heart, 
which mine ſhould ever reproach me with be- 
ſtowing.” His wounded feelings gave a per- 
ſuaſive tremulation to his voice; that, and the 
delicacy of mind which made him above profit- 
ing by the error of mine — the right a lover in- 
ſtantly acquires over the conduct of a woman, 
who has once ventured to acknowledge her par- 
tiality—alas, above all perhaps, the exquiſite 
fear ſuch ever feel, at appearing for one moment 
to diſtruſt the object of their choice, all united 
to authoriſe, in my own judgment, that full 
confeſſion the occaſion won from me. The 
aſtoniſhing ſtory of our birth, the ſecret of the 
Receſs, its diſcovery by Lord Leiceſter, your 
ſubſequent marriage with him, the feint by 
which the Queen was influenced alike to remain 
ſilent on every point reſpecting us, all was fully 
revealed the veil of fiction fell at once, and 
preſented me to him the being 1 was born. This 
intereſting confidence cemented our mutual paſ- 
ſion, and gave ſuch charms to the moment, as 
memory ever returns to with pleaſure. T im- 
poſed on him a vow of ſilence and ſecreſy, till 
your decifive refuſal of Sir Philip ſhould fix his 
marriage with Miſs Walſingham; and more 
fortunate. circumſtances facilitate our own : ney 
5 . cou 


could. the interval appear tedious to either, while 
we were daily permitted te meet, though in 

publick, and read in each other's eyes a paſſion 
untinctured with doubt, and which every fol- 
lowing day promiſed to ſanctify. Eſſex found 
too many. ſources. of wonder and pleaſure in the 


mutual confidence, to oppoſe her he from that. 
moment looked up, to, and we parted ſo ſatis 
fied with the intetview, that either would have 
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Nevertheleſs, I was far fromiconſidering Miſs 
Walſingham as the ſole obſtacle to our union, 


The politie Lord Leiceſter, ſtrongly, though 


ſilently, oppoſed. it; nor indeed without reaſen 


Conſcious; he had reigned ſo many years withaut 
a Competitor in the heart of Elizabeth, he might 


juſtly dread the progreſs; of a rival, in hom all 
bis adyantages were united, with; many he never 


poſſeſſed. Not ſatisſied with the reputation ef 
beauty and elegance, Leiceſter ever paſſionately 

deſired that of conduct and valor, and had given 
the kingdom but too convincing, proofs how 


unequal be was to the military rank he held 
Eſſex was born a ſoldier. The rough and gene- 


rous virtues of that character, were joined in 
him with the poliſhed graces of a curtier, and 
the moſt refined taſte for literature. A man cal 
culated to ſnhine in whatever light you examined 
him, could not fail to alarm all who, valued and 
held the favor of Elizabeth. Add to this, that 
the Earl was naturally bold and aſpiring; cone 
ſequently would retain whatever he once poſr 
ſeſſed. Such were alteady the fears of all the 


favorites of the Queen, and Who could bound 


mine, when I recollected the dubious, fate of 
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| his noble father, and the laſt c he had 
e to this darling fon ? Y 

The ſudden and untnpeded nairiage' of Sir 
Philip Sydney and Miſs Walſingham, revived 
thoſe hopes in the mind of Effex, I had ſo long 
ſtrove to throw at. a diſtance ; and with them 
too revived the vain project of confiding his 
views to Lord Leiceſter, with whoſe approba- 
tion of them he ſtill continued to flatter himſelf. 
Terrified left ſuch an unguarded meaſure ſhould 
exaſperate Leiceſter to his utter ruin; who would 
ill- brook that this embryo rival ſhould croſs his 
fate in every inſtance, and dare to contend with 
him for a ſhare of thoſe advantages he was deter- 
mined to monopolize, I exerted the utmoſt care 
to charm my lover to ſilence. Alas, every day 
made that more difficult. The Queen and 
Leiceſter, fearful of my finding among the 
many who profeſſed themſelves my ſervants, one 
whoſe views would interfere with theirs, imme- 
diately allotted me that weak wretch, - Lord 
Arlington, for a huſband; and in countenancing 
his addreſſes, threw every other lover at a diſ- 
tance: at the ſame time giving me but too much 
reaſon to apprehend, if ever I was permitted to 
marry, it muſt be as a ſacrifice to both. Not 
daring to conſult you on a ſubject I had fo long 
concealed, and on which we muſt ever think ſo 
differently, and unwilling to blight the little 
ns of ſunſhine love illumined-your days with, 

reſigned myſelf up to a gloom which hardly 
the preſence of Eſſex could diſſipateGQ. 

A very ſhort time rendered the intentions of 
the Queen and Lord Leiceſter obvious to Eſſex. 
His impaſſioned ſoul, fired alike with love of 
me, and diſdain of him I was commanded to 

"ue 
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love, treated Lord Arlington with ſo marked a 


contempt, that nothing but the irreſolutiou in- 
cident to weak-minds, could prevent Arlington 


from making a mortal quarrel of it. Poſſeſſed 


in my confidence of the means to render Lord 
Leiceſter more tractable, the Earl of Eſſex ſoli- 
cited my conſent to inſiſt on that of your Lord, 
as well as his intereſt with the Queen, if he 
valued the preſervation of his own ſecret. _ 

The tender love which attached me to you, 


alone could induce. me to oppoſe a deſign of 


which my happineſs was the ultimate object. 


But convinced an eclairciſſement of this kind 


would embroil me for ever with Lord Leiceſter, 
and fill your ſuffering mind with a trouble be- 
vond all thoſe you had already experienced, I 
conſented to ſee Lord Eſſex once more at Lady 


Pembroke's; and exerting at that interview 


every power J poſſeſſed over his perturbed heart, 
to moderate his rage, and ſoothe his love, till 
the enſuing campaign in the Netherlands ſhould 
be over, I promiſed a ſteady reſiſtance to every 
matrimonial propoſal in the interval, and to 
decide his fate on his return. Knowing it vain 


to hope to actuate him by any ſelfiſh conſidera- 


tion of his own welfare, I buried in my own 
heart its deepeſt ſources of apprehenſion, and 
bound him to patience by a ſtrong repreſenta- 
tion of the dangers to which any raſhneſs on his 
part would infallibly expoſe me. "Thoſe in- 
flamed paſſions no other being could ever con- 
tro}, were regulated by my voice; and when 
neceſſity compelled us to part, I ſeemed to 


leave in his arms the dearer portion of my 


exiſtence. 
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Occupied by feelings and views diſtin from 
each other, and agreeing only in watching the 
wind, and ſending every wiſh'towards the camp, 
you and 1 ſeldom entered into our accuſtomed 
confidence and friendſhip. I had, however, 
ſometimes the relief of a letter, through the 
medium of Lady Pembroke; by thoſe I learnt 
your Lord ſtill maintained an outward ſhew of 
civility towards Eſſex, while he ſecretly made 
him ſenſible: of all his power; yet with an art 
fo profound, as left him no apparent right to 
complain. He often reminded me of my pro- 
miſe, and vowed to preſerve an undoubted claim 
to it, by ſtill enduring for my ſake. Over- 
whel mel with anxiety and perplexities, I hardly 
durſt look towards the unravelling of events ſo 
complicated, and waited in dreadful ſuſpenſe 
the will of Heaven, It broke in thunder over 
-me—the cruel ſituation in which you ſoon found 
yourſelf, Lord Leiceſter's abrupt and imprudent 
return on the news of it—the politick conſtruc- 
tion he gave that return to the ſick and doting 
Queen her ſudden reſolution to marry him, 
and the immediate neceſſity for getting out of 
her power, which rendered both him and you 
in one hour miſerable fugitives, were incidents 
ſo ſtrange, rapid, and unſuſpected, that I be- 
came their victim, ere I could any way account 
%%% ⁰ PM OF OG HOU GET I £54757] 
The fatal morning of Lord Leiceſter's return, 
you left him to attend the riſing of the Queen, 
which was on that day your periodical duty. I 
awaited with impatience the event of my Lord's 
viſit to Elizabeth, in which my own ſafety, as 
well as yours, was immediately concerned. A 
ſervant of Lady Pembroke's, in whom ſhe re- 
Tz | | poſed 
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poſed great truſt, ſuddenly brought me word 
that a fright had thrown her into premature 
labor, and the danger was ſo imminent, that 
even while we ſpoke ſhe might breathe her laſt ; 
nevertheleſs the meſſenger, in her name, urged 


lodged in her hands, I gave way to the alarm 
without reflection, and accompanied the meſſen- 


ger inſtantly; nor did I meet in paſſing through 


the palace any of our women, or friends, to 
whom I could mention the cauſe of my ſudden 


abſence. Happily the danger of my much» 


loved friend was over ere I arrived. I preſt her 
hand in filence, and took from it the packet 
relative to Eſſex, ſhe had kept ready to give me 
which I put into my boſom, and was haſtening 


back, when a ſtranger, as J paſſed through 


my fluttered ſenſe owned for that of Eſſex. 
But why ſhould he return to England? A con- 


fuſed fear aroſe in my mind, which hardly left 


me power to read it. It was anonymous, but 


I learnt from it, he had been at the houſe of 


Lady Pembroke, where ſhocked at the diſtreſs 


into which her misfortune; had juſt thrown; her 
Lord, as well as the whole family, he found it 


vain to hope their aſſiſtance towards obtainin 
an interview with me, which, nevertheleſs, w. 
highly eſſential to the peace and ſafety of both. 
He ended with conjuring me to follow the bearer, 


if I wiſhed to ſave him from. deſperation.— 


Perhaps on the deciſion of this important mo- 
ment depended the peace of my whole future 


life. Too ſurely my compliance * | 


lengthened the fatal abſence from Court whic 
enthralled me for many 


2 did 


the 


outer court, preſented me a note, The and, 


painful years; and dearly . 


i 
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did L expiate the firſt deviation from propriety 
and prudence. But are we always rulers over 
our feelings ? mine were agitated with almoſt 


every poſſible cauſe, and coward reaſon too often 


retreats from the dangerous conteſt. _ FL» 
Il ſtept into a hired boat the meſſenger ſhewed 
me, which was rowed down the river with the 
utmoſt rapidity. During the little voyage, I 
| revolved in my mind every probable reaſon for 
this fudden and alarming return of the Earl; 
but I was at Greenwich, ere JI yet had fixed on 
one. I landed at a ſolitary garden belonging to 
Lord Southampton, and was conducted to a 
pavilion which overhung the water, where 1 
found Eſſex alone: pale, diſordered, and undreſt, 
with every ſymptom of anxiety and fatigue. 
"Overwhelmed with I know not what agitation, 
'F'funk upon bis ſhoulder, 'as he kneſt before 
me, and gave way to an uncertain preſentiment 
of ſadneſs, a few hours after ſo fully verified. 
Not even the charm of his voice could imme- 
diately ſoothe ſpirits ſo many alarming circum- 
ſtances had deeply agitated: nevertheleſs, on 
comprehending ſurmiſe, and not misfortune, 
bad brought him thus ſuddenly to England, 1 
felt my oppreſſed heart breathe a little more 
freely. I by-and-by underſtood that the ſole 
motive of this journey was the ſudden one of 
Lord Leiceſter; that by means of friends who 
| (ſurrounded your Lord, he had- always endea- 
voured to keep a watchful eye on his actions; 
and found a packet of letters, brought by a 
truſty hand fran England, had agitated him ſo 
ſtrongly, as to make him refolve on leaving his 
command, and returning immediately. he 
communication of this myſterious ä 
. 2 or deter- 
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determined him to follow the ſteps of his Gene- 
ral, which he was enabled to do, as he fortu- 
nately acted only as a Volunteer. The impa- 
tience Lord Leiceſter diſcovered by his haſty 
journey, authoriſed the fears of the rival who 
followed his ſteps; and perſuaded him either 
that the ſecret of my birth had tranſpired, or 
that ſome manceuvre was projected, to diſpoſe 
of me as policy dictated. Rendered deſperate 
by theſe fears, he had left every thing in train 
for an immediate return, if fortunately I was 
ſtill at liberty; or if he could be the happ 
means of delivering me, in caſe the whole trut 
had been diſcovered ; nor could he longer doubt 
but I would at laſt conſent to follow the for- 
tunes of a man, who had never for a moment put 
all the hopes he might perhaps juſtly form, in 
competition with the ſingle one of poſlefling me. 
The generous error of his conduct could not 
offend me, but perſuaded my own ſituation was 
not ſo deſperate as he repreſented it, I account- - 
ed to him for Lord Leiceſter's precipitate jour- 

ney, by acknowledging the truth; and urged 
him to leave England directly, that even his 
| having viſited it might never tranſpire. But 
I talked to one who no longer attended to me. 
His eyes wandered wildly over. my features, 
while his whole ſoul was engroſſed by his favo- 
_ rite project. Poſſeſſed and diſtracted with the 


idea, that Lord Leiceſter would infallibly rum 


his hopes, by diſpoſing of me if ever I was again 
in his power, not all my vows of everlaſting 
love and fidelity to him, nor promiſes of the 
moſt obſtinate reſiſtance to every other propoſal, 
could avail. “ You are gone, you are loſt to 
me for ever, if once theſe eyes loſt ſight of you, 
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was his impaſſioned reply, 'a thouſand times 
repeated to all my arguments and intreaties.— 
elt is the criſis of our fate, my love, would he 
ery,—yield, oh yield to it! Admitting you are 
proof againſt trials you cannot gueſs at till too 
late, how know you but I may be ſacrificed? 
Sir Francis Walſingham already repents con- 
ſenting to annul the contract between me and 
his daughter; the is already widowed; a hint 
would engage Lord Leiceſter to favor its re- 
newal (for do not his views coincide with that 
project ?) a word from him would determine the 
Queen in its favor; and a command from her, 
diſobeyed, would exile me for life. Thus, my 
fweet Ellen, continued this agitated Jover, you 
not only put your own fate in the hands of a 
man, ,who will never conſent to unite it with 
mine, but even ſhould you have reſolution to 
reſiſt his will, you deliver up to it a wretch you 
ſay you dearly love, and who certainly loves 
you to madneſs. Bathing the hands he graſped, 
with precious drops of tenderneſs and anguiſh, 
he held them alternately to his lips and heart.— 
What was the diſtraction of my ſoul at that 
moment? —Inexorably to refuſe was the hard 
duty impoſed by my reaſon, while my ſoul even 
melted with fondneſs. But the fear that I ſhould 
entail misfortune on the dear choice of m 
heart; obſcure at once the brilliant fortune 
which ſeemed to ſpread befare his youthful ſteps, 
and track them perhaps with blood; a juſt 
remembrance of the ſevere cenſure I had paſſed 
on your conduct, under circumſtances not leſs 
trying, and a conviction that ſuch a compliance 
would infallibly endanger your fafety, made me 
reſolve: to act up to my ſenſe of mn at 
8 3 What 
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whatever price. I collected theſe reaſons and 
many more, which have now eſcaped my mind, 
to prepare Eſſex for a diſappointment, I was 4 
ſure he would feel but too ſenſibly ; and ſtrove 
to reconcile him to the refuſal, by convincing 
him his own welfare was the chief cauſe of it. l 

Perhaps, in truth, it was; for hardly can the 
ſun tinge the dew-drops with more various hues, _ 
than the foul will caft upon its feelings. La 
thouſand times aſſured him, * that to be the 
ſole object of his heart, did not give me more © 
pleaſure, than to ſee him the admiration of the 
kingdom. The happy promiſe of his youth, I 
added, had centered every eye, and every hope in 
him. What then would be my grief and dif- 
appointment, if the coming years which ought 

to crown him with glory, were to bury him in 
obſcurity, or ſeep him in ſorrow- that nature 
had formed me with a ſtrength of mind to view 
every ſituation in its true light; nor could I 
comprize all human paſſions in love, though I 
thought it, perhaps, the leading one. Fill up 
the interval of our: ſeparation, my Lord, cried 
I, with a long ſucceflion of ſuch heroic actions, 
as may give to our. union, whenever Heaven. 
permits it, the only happineſs not comprized in 
itſelf—the ſacred ſenſe of having deſerved it. 

Nor ſhall the gentler virtues of my ſex be 
wanting; time, patience, and fortitude, often 
conquer fate herſelf ; nor will 1 ever yield to 
Lord Leiceſter, an abedience I do not owe him, 
though for my ſiſter's fake I ſhall condeſcend 
to temporize, in inſtances of leſs importance. 

Plighted to you by every tye, the rites of the 
church could only ratify a claim, which will 
from this moment make my acceptance of ano- _ 
+4] 7 8 ? ther, 
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was his impaſſioned reply, a thouſand times 
repeated to all my arguments and intreaties.— 
It is the crifis of our fate, my love, would he 
ery,—yield, oh yield to it! Admitting you are 
proof againſt trials you cannot gueſs at till too 

late, how know you but I may be ſacrificed ? 
Sir Franeis Walſingham already repents con- 
ſenting to annul the contract between me and 
his daughter; ſhe is already widowed ; a hint 
would engage Lord Leiceſter to favor its re- 
newal (for do not his. views coincide with that 
firvject ?) a word from him would determine the 
Queen in its favor; and a command from her, 
diſobeyed, would exile me for life. Thus, my 
fweet Ellen, continued this agitated lover, you 
not only put your own fate in the hands of a 
man, who will never conſent to unite it with 
mine, but even ſhould you have reſolution to 
reſiſt his will, you deliver up to it a wretch you 
ſay you dearly love, and who certainly loves 
you to madneſs. Bathing the hands he graſped, 
with precious drops of tenderneſs and anguiſh, 
he held them alternately to his lips and heart.— 
What was the diſtraction of my ſoul at that 
moment Inexorably to refuſe was the hard 
duty impoſed by my reaſon, while my ſoul even 
melted with fondneſs. But the fear that I ſhould 
entail misfortune on the dear choice of my 
heart; obſcure at once the brilliant fortune 
which ſeemed to ſpread befare his youthful ſteps, 


and track them perhaps with blood; a juſt 


remembrance of the ſevere cenſure I had paſſed 
on your conduct, under circumſtances not leſs 
trying, and a conviction that ſuch a compliance 
would infallibly endanger your fafety, made me 
reſolve: to act up to my ſenſe of e at 
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whatever price. I collected theſe reaſons and 
many more, which have now eſcaped my mind, 
to prepare Eſſex for a; diſappointment, I was 
ſure he would feel but too ſenſibly ; and ſtrove 
to reconcile him to the refuſal, by convincing 
him his own welfare was the chief cauſe of it. 
Perhaps, in truth, it was; for hardly can the 


ſun tinge the dew-drops with more various hues, 


than. the. foul will caſt upon its feelings. I a 


thouſand times aſſured him, ** that to be the 
ſole object of his heart, did not give me more 


pleafure, than to fee him the admiration of the 
kingdom. The happy promiſe of his youth, L 
added, had centered every eye, and every hope in 
him. What then would be my grief and diſ- 
appointment, if the coming years which ought 
to crown him with glory, were to bury him in 
obſcurity, or ſteep him in ſorrow—that nature 
had formed me with a ſtrength of mind to view 
every ſituation in its true light; nor could I 
comprize all human paſſions in love, though I 
thought it, perhaps, the leading one, Fill up 
the interval of our: ſeparation, my Lord, cried 
I, with a long ſucceſſion of ſuch heroic actions, 


as may give to our. union, whenever Heaven. 
permits it, the only happineſs not comprized in 


itſelf—the ſacred ſenſe of having deſerved it. 
Nor ſhall the gentler virtues of my ſex be 

wanting ; time, patience, and fortitude, often 
conquer fate herſelf ; nor will I ever yield to 
Lord Leiceſter, an.obedience I do not owe him, 
though for my ſiſter's ſake I ſhall condefcend 
to temporize, in inſtances of leſs importance. 
Plighted to you by every tye, the rites of the 
church could only ratify a claim, which will 


from this moment make my acceptance of ano- 


ther, 
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ther, an adultery of the worſt kind. Haſten 
back then, my dear Eſſex; conceal, if poſſible, 
that you have been abſent, and beware how you 
expole to the eyes of Lord Leiceſter a ſuſpicion 
of his honour, he would never, perhaps, par- 
don.” I broke from his arms, ſtrengthened, 

- ſurely, by ſome ſupernatural aid.“ Yer ſtay, 
my beloved, my worſhipped Ellinor—Oh yet 
be perſuaded—you leave me for ever—theſe 
aching eyes ſee you for the laſt time—never, oh 


never, ſhall I now call you mine. — Such were 


the paſſionate explanations which vibrated on 
my quickened ſenſe, as I flew towards the boat, 
and ordered the men to row to London. My 
full eyes ſtill ſought that graceful form, which 
with folded arms, and a dejected air, hung over 
the terrace; and my heart diſſolved at the accents 
which ſtill lingered on my ear. Alas, I knew 
not then how far they were prophetic |! 

Such was my .conflict, ſuch my determina- 
tion, during the buſy hours fraught with your 
fate, and mine, my fiſter. The mind, however, 
ſoon recovers all its vigor, when it has dared 
to act up to its duties, and I had wept away my 
tender chagrin ere I reached the Court. Ah, 
let me ſhorten this part of my recital, Jeſt 1 
raſhly pauſe to queſtion Heaven, why the moſt 
merito: ious moment of my life became the cauſe _ 
of my ruin? I reached London, Matilda, two 
hours after you and Lord Leiceſter quitted it; 
and fearful of the appearance my long abſence 
might have even in your eyes, did you know 
how the time had been ſpent, I reſolved to tell 

ou I had paſſed the day at Lady Pembroke's 
ee. to avoid the enquiry of indifferent 
perſons, ſtole at the cloſe of the evening es: 4 
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the back courts : thus fatally eluding every 


watchful care of Lady Arundell, who had 


planted aſſiduous friends in every other avenue 


to the palace, ready to intercept me when re- 


turning, after ſhe had cauſed London to be ex- 
plored in vain to find me. 1 


Ah, gracious Heaven, what were my emotions 


when entering our apartment, I ſaw the Queen's 
women and officers in poſſeſſion of it! The diſ- 


order of our cabinets and cheſts; every thing 


indicated a dangerous diſcovery—a' terror, for 
which there is no name, came over me. A joy- 
ful exclamation on the part of thoſe into whoſe 
hands I had fallen, and a diſpatch to the Queen, 


— 


ave me reaſon to fear alike for my Matilda. 


o the enquiries I made, no other anſwer was 


given, than that they were employed to guard, 
and not inform me; and an officer of the 
Queen's immediately appeared to conduct me 
to her preſence. Unable to command a ſingle 
moment of ſolitude and ſilence to regulate my 
thoughts or actions, the paſt, the preſent, and 
the future, preſented only one wild chaos to 
my mind, which hardly the breath of Heaven 


ſeemed able to bring into order. Pale, horror- 
ſtruck, and ſpeechleſs, I was dragged like a © 


criminal into the cloſet of the Queen; whoſe 
burning cheeks, and enraged eyes, told me in 
one killing look all I had to dread. My con- 
ductors were ordered to retire, and Lord Bur- 
leigh with the old Lady Latimer, were the only 
ſpectators of this dreadful interview. Scarce 
could my trembling limbs ſupport me, or my 
ſunk ſou] utter a + 

in the moſt terrible form glared upon me Mhat 


do I ſay, death? Oh, that I had feared no other 
W | | evil! 


. W 
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evil |—Grief, inſult, obloquy all that can add 
horrors to the grave, promiſed to forerun it. 
The remembrance of the packet of letters, the 
teſtimonials of my birth, whatever was wanting 
to confirm the doubts of Elizabeth, or redouble 
her rage, were all to be found about me. Ma- 
tilda, Eſſex - thoſe forms; ſo dear, gliſtered be- 
fore my tearful eyes; and I ſeemed in this peri- 
lous moment to drag down to the earth every 
human being 1 loved and valued., - —_ 
Elizabeth gave way to that coarſe violence 
which marks her manners. Is there a vindic- 
tive or opprobrious epithet ſhe did not exhauſt ? 
Lord Burleigh, apprehending this ungoverned 
paſſion, would rather give than gain information, 
ſolicited her permiſſion to examine me, which 
ſhe ſullenly granted. To all his artful and 
infidieus enquiries; I replied with truth, veiling, 
only ſuch particulars of your life and my own, 
as malice might conftrue-inta a crime; always 
referring myſelf to Lord: Leiceſter, in whoſe 
boſom the fecret of our fate was, as the Queen 
well knew, depoſited. Ah, ha ! then, traitreſs, 
cried Elizabeth, no longer able to contain her 
rage, her very eyes flaſhing fire, ſo thou wouldeſt 
artfully feign ignorance of thy deteſted ſiſter's 
marriage with that villain: thou gloſſeſt over ſo 
rarely; that information, I thank him, he has 
thought proper to give me under his own hand, 
(pointing to a paper lying on the table near her) 
take that truth from me, and now unfold the 
reſt, or tortures ſhall wring it from thee. ““ 
She continued to ſpeak, but I had ceaſed to 
hear-—breathleſs, mute, aſtounded, my feet 
ſeemed-to take root on the ſpot where I ſtood,, 
and my tears alone proved I was ers 
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Lord Leiceſter's marriage acknowledged au- 
thenticated at ſuch a juncture and by himſelf 
too Heavens, what a chaos did this news make 


in my mind |! 


„Speak, Jezebel ]! (exclaim- 


ed the exaſperated Queen, in a tone almoſt as 


inarticulate through paſſion as mine was through 
fear) thou art ſtil] in my power though the 
perfidious villain I had raiſed from the duſt, 
and loaded with benefits, though he, I ſay, and 


his minion have eſcaped my vengeance, thou 


art yet within my reach—tremble leſt thou 
ſhould anſwer, ſhould: ſuffer for all.” 


- 


v 


Alas, her utmoſt rage could hardly have 


added a pang to thoſe which at that moment 
overwhelmed me. Another killing truth had 
unwarily eſcaped her Lord Leiceſter himſelf 
then thought there was no ſafety but in flight 


he was gone, and my ſiſter, it was plain, had 


accompanied him both had ſurrendered me up 


a hopeleſs, helpleſs victim, however unoffend- 


ing even tears, as well as language, now fail- 
ed me, and my brain ſhot through with fire. 
Oh, Eſſex, in this moment I yet remembered 
thee. Thy laſt words yet rung in my ears, and 
my ſoul ſtruggled with the deep regret I felt for 

having. ſcorned thy project, through a vaing 


vain generoſity. Elizabeth finding threats and 


interrogations alike loſt on a girl whoſe abſent 
ſenſes ſeemed to have wholly retired into her 
heart, now gave way to one of her violent tran- 


ſports; ſhe threw a large book of devotion; 
which lay by her on the table, with ſo good an 
aim, that it ſtruck me on the temple, and I funk | 
ſenſeleſs to the earth. The attendants were all 


called in, and my Jaces cut, as having fainted, 
the Queen not chuſing to avow a reſentment fo 
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groſsly expreſſed. A ribbon, from whence hung 

the dearer part of my exiſtence, thoſe teſtimo- 

nials of my birth, which /were one day to fix 
my rank in life, attracted the eye of Elizabeth. 
The ready attendants diſengaged and preſented 
them to her hand, together with the packet con- 
taining my correſpondence with Eſſex. I was 
inſenſibly reviving when ſhe peruſed the firſt, 
but ſurely that moment half avenged me.— 
Never did mind or body undergo a greater revo- 
lution—rage evaporated at once—ſurprize, grief, 

confuſion, filence ſucceeded ; with a face pale 
as my own, trembling hands, and failing eyes, 
over and over again did ſhe examine the incon- 
... teſtable proofs of ſo ſurprizing an event: then 
_wildly glancing towards my features, tore the 
papers into atoms, ſhe never thought ſmall 


enough, „ | f 
During this interval, I had ſo far recovered 
myſelf as to be capable of ſpeaking; but ſcarce 
had I uttered a ſound, ere ſhe ſtarted, in her 
turn afraid to hear, take her away on your 
lives, cried ſhe, in a broken and inward voice; 
convey her into my little cloſet, nor let one 
ſoul ſee or ſpeak to bas as you value my favor.” 
The ſervile ſlaves of her will executed this. 
order with the utmoſt alacrity; and the room 
was guarded by two officers, who took from me 
every means of eſcape or death. Alas l I thought 
not of either. Vielding to the deſolating flood 
which had in one hour encompaſſed me, I 
braved the future. —Betrayed, delivered up by 
Lord Leiceſter, neglected, forgotten by my 
fiſter—the pair for whom alone I ſeemed hitherto 
to have lived; had fate another blow in ſtore ? 
Let even if ſo, it muſt ſport with human miſery 
1 to 
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mortal. A ſtern and ſullen deſpair ſucceeded 


the keen viciflitude of emotions which had 
marked the laſt hour of my life; I conſidered. 
myſelf as the devoted of Heayen and man, and 


reſolved"to oppoſe a heart rendered callous by 
injury, to every future ſtroke of fortune. 


Elizabeth forgot not her uſual policy even 


while overwhelmed with ſurprize ; the room in 


which ſhe had ordered me to be confined, had 


another door, which led -to private paſſages 
through the palace, and from this entrance a 
guard approached at midnight, and informed 
me it was the pleaſure of the Queen that I ſhould 


follow them. I obeyed in filence, and getting 
into a litter I found at the garden gate, en- 


quired not even my deſtination. 1 travelled 
almoſt without reſting for two days and a night 
care having been taken to provide relays, which 
were every where ready. During the firſt day's 
journey a guard attended, but all proſpect of 
my being releaſed by human aſſiſtance then 


ceaſing, I found myſelf delivered into the charge 


of Lord Burleigh and his ſervants. My deep 
perturbations began now to ſubſide,” and my 
ſoul inclined to its wonted habits : though to 


have been betrayed by Lord Leiceſter and my 
ſiſter, was a recollection my wounded feelings 
had not yet courage enough to cope with, 
Alas, how ſhould they? When the paſſions are 
permitted to decide our conduct, however he- 


roic,it proves, we claim not thoſe returns reaſon 


which had no other incentive than reaſon. .. Ah, 
Efſex! dear prophetic Eilſex ! ſighed my heart 
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at ſome moments, why, why, did I inexorably 
reject thy generous 'propoſal ? that ungrateful 
ſiſter to whoſe ſafety I ſacrificed the ſweeteſt 
hopes of my life, manacles thy devoted love; 
and flies far away to take ſhelter in that country 
I dared not ſeek even under thy protection. 
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